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‘V*‘Cheap Detectivé’
Cliche soup,
piping hot

Even a diehard Bogart fan will crumble before the spooferisms of
“The Cheap Detective” (PG), an irreverent mishmash of the classic
‘Warner Bros. films of the 40s. -

1t's an easy-to-satirize genre, and Neil Simon, director Robert Moore
and producer Ray Stark, the team responsible for the 1978 hit *Murder
by Death,” have put together another winner, . - B .

‘The mocking tone is struck at the beginning, when a preamble with
melodramatic music informs the audience of events going on in the the
world which have no bearing on the movie

‘The movie itself is set in the fictional city of San Francisco. This time
we do not have an assembly of famous detectives who convene to solve

a murder. Instead, we have one caricatured detective and a collection -

of murders. .

PeterFalk, in a grilty, stylish performance, is Lou Peckinpaugh, pri-
vate eye. (His office is in the Private Detective:Center.) Specifically,
Peckinpaugh is a take-off on the Sam Spade-character immortalized by
Bogart. Generally, he’s a take-off on that combination of qualities asso-
ciated with the Bogie character and legend: The tough, masculine, self-
reliant individualist.

““The Cheap Detective' is a pastiche of “The Maltese Falcon' and
“Casablanca,” with a little of *“The Big Sleep" and “To Have and Have

. Not™ thrown in for good measure. .

Although Falk is the thread which HoTds togefher this 65azy Guill pRt;

there is hardly an actor or actress among the large cast who doesnt
i comic and satisfyit

‘The exceptions are Sid Caesar and Ann-Margret, who play a dodder-
ing millionaire and his lusty, young wife. The fault however, is less with
their acting than with the tasteless material with whichthey must work.

Madeline Kahn is a goofy delight in hat, gloves and prim white collar
as the Mary Astor character from “Falcon.” She uses so many aliases
that she confuses herself.

Louise Fletcher and Fernando Lamas are thenoble duo (Ingrid Berg-
man and Paul Henreid) from “Casablanca.” Dom De Luise scores as
an overly perfumed Pepe Damascus (Peter Lorre) and John Houseman
is an appropriately portly Jasper Blubber (Sydney Greenstreet).

Among the complications are the Gestapo officers of Cincinnati. Nicol
Williamson as Colonel Schlissel with his aides Schnell and Kvicker.
When the Colonel urges his driver to go faster, he shouts “‘Schnell,

ivpup Pinally; the-
nel says, “I'll speak English. Kvicker!" and his other aide pops up.

‘The Colonel spars with puns and huns while Lou Peckinpaugh tries to
sort out the human filing system in his apartment. He has a different
female stashed in each room and another one ringing the doorbell.

In one of the movie's major canfrontations, when Lou isneedling the
motley crew of conspirators about who will “take the fall," he turns his
anger on Boy (Paul Williams in a parody-of the Elisha Cook *‘Gun-
sel”role). Does Lou Slug him? No. He commands Boy to hit himself
until he'finally knocks himself out. Williams's self-assault is a comic

ece.

"~ “Step on a Crack” by

Children’s theater

Puppets to entertain at Hilberry

The Paw Paw Puppet Theatre joins
Sum-
mer Theatre Festival for five perform-
ances in the Studio Theatre, down-
stairs in the Hilberry.

Philip J. Miches!, owner and direc-

tor of the show, will bring his puppets .

to life at 10:30 a.m. July 25, 27 and 28,
andat 1p.m.July 26and 27.
show created

talents. Children
in the audience are invited to partici-
pate in a special demonstration of how
the puppets are built and operated.

Micheal, who began.the Paw, Paw
Puppet Theatre over a year ago, has
performed in several locations within
the city of Detroit, well as in
mumerous cities the state.
A senior theatre major at WSU, Mich-
eal also works with the puppet pro-
gram in the City of Detroit’s Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation.

Elizabeth R. T. Hallo, also a senior
theatre student at WSU, will act as
Micheal's partner in the puppets’ per-
formances.

10:30 2.m. with Tuesday matinees at 1
i

pm.
Group rates are available for both
- . Theat a

the ; Paw..Paw. Pupgs!

'!‘he Paw Paw Theatre’s Philip Micheal and
Elizabeth Hallo will present an original puppet
show July 25-28 in the Studio Theatre, down-

Ellie, played by Cynthia Dozier (center).
fights her way through real life problems with
the help of her two imaginary friends, Frizbee
{John Beem) and Lana (Mary Ottmann) in the
children’s play, “Step on a Crack,” at the Hil-

dren’sc

stairs in the Hilberry.

ling 577-3010,
Individual ticket orders may be placed
by phoning the theatre hox office at

‘The Summer Festival also includes
evening performances for adults in
both the Hilberry and Studio Theatres,
Rumning concurrently with the chil-

sisting of T sop;am <

of Tom s “The Real
Inspector Hound” and Noel Coward's
“Red Peppe! in the Studio, and
Agatha Christie's “Ten Little Indians"
in the Hilberry. The Christie mystery
is followed by Alan Ayckbourn's “How
the Other Half Loves," which closes
the festival upstairs.

‘Sticks and Bones’ to debui

The Michigan premiere of “Sticks

L Bovesiuhy. David Bahe,wil_be.

presented by Stagecrafters Commu-

nity Theatre as its summer studio pro-
duction.

“Sticks and Bones” was winner of
the 1972 Tony Award for best drama
and winner of the New York Drama
Gritie's Circle Citation the same yez:.
Its author also wrote “Streamers,”
which played at the Attic Theatre

at Stagecrafters in Clawson

This powerful drama of the facade

- ﬁr t.gi_lmi_cal American family is mag:

through the lives of Ozzie, Har-
riet and Ricky, as they welcome Viet-
nam vet David, back home.

The play will be presented at the
Stagecrafter’s Playhouse in Clawson
on July 21, 22, 28 and 29. Curtain time
is 8:30 p.m. All seats reserved. For
reservations and ticket information,
call the box office at SBS4%7. -

i

berry Theatre through July 27.

“Fisher announces

2 new attractions

The date left open by the cancella-

tion ofJackie Gleason in *'Sly Fox' has

not been filled.

However, negotiations are in prog-
ress for an attraction to fill part of this
available time. Meanwhile, two extra
shows have been added to the summer
schedule.

g i 3
1. through Aug. 19, and Ed Ames will
star in a touring preduction of “Man of
LaMancha™ for four wecks beginning
Tuesday, Aug. 22 through Sept. 17.
“The Magic Show" is a little musi-
cal by Stephen Schwartz (Godspell™)
about a magician in a small night
club. Besides the thin backstage plot,

S ug

most of the evening is devoted to the
magician’s show.

Now in its fourth year on Broadway.
it has become a very popular audience
show. A national tour will begin at the
Fisher starring Joseph Abaldo, cur-
rently appearing in the New York Pro-
duction.

~Man of LaMancha™ will return to
the " Fisker Tor ~thefourth fime. It
played the Fisherwith Jose Ferrer in
1967, Keith Andes in 1968 and Robert
Wright in 1969. The revival of the pro-
duction with Richard Kiley last season
has created new interest in the musi-
cal.

It ran for 2328 performances on
Broadway

e ——————————————————————

‘ Pearl’s ’ * MEETINGS
Garden

the Finest in Chinese
& American Cuisine

469 S. Woodward, B'ham.

Sight gags and one-liners tumble over each other in the brisk action
of “The Cheap Detective,” and as might be expected, the quality varies
_from very funny to terrible.
This is the kind of movie that looks as if the cast were having a good
time and. generally, that means a good time for the audience, too.

» BANQUETS_

a0
oo IR

Mon.-Thues. 11-10
Sat. 1211 p.m.

X%, H
. K GiL F‘:3‘,-,\‘,\3\
Peter Falk spoofs his way through a twisted plot and a maze of

VIR
vigvets

0N WHERBIE MANN 2.

4
°
motives, as a Bogartstyle private eye in Neil Simon's save § s 8
“The Cheap Detective.” g NouLIovcuRTIM
R . . . e"el‘gv g mmmE g
S . H |
. Although initially : lll'ﬂllkﬂlﬂﬂ * N
- Glimpses e \
uorescent S 9 z i
are cheaper to H z - i
aperate than normal | 3 Ensemmﬂ H s . E
incandescent butbs § ol 2 FRIDA jous FOUE: _ amen
and they last up to 5 witherssawalker 2 Far P gour F‘e(\nkspD‘s
1 i ten timés longer. R gy 0l ssgmon 8 four 10ds * e Foul .
X FJuur:fscems_ :Isum % § s edp'\pels orchesi®
RELEASES . give off considerably | 0 Tne P nd thelf "
NEW fess . £ austinmaro ; o500 |
> AL i
=z 1
BAD NEWS BEARS GO TO JAPAN  to national strength and corruption, 3 ...,...,,I;l.,m!!n.m._ g e "
(PG). Scrappy action with the Bears, GREASE (PG). Broadway musical g Cmmmeens O sl L orchest® e |
their scheming akeit Tohy Curtis'and ~ about 'the-funky 'S0s s traslated to'| 1.2~~~ =t ke ELLnGTON A ST - ¥ petroit YN G oriauci®: ¢
j ta‘;l[lgpangse wrestler not to mention the film with nh;I.Ln!m Travolta and Olivia 3650 Avbirn Foad . u\': 1uhi'°‘(°";“' Py
game., Newton-J | - = 5 m lazt ndet © .
CAPRICORN ONE (PG). Hoax abot HARPER VALLEY PTA (PG). You Foud Base Douring. 12 Mie W.of Adema fd. -+ . - '8528280 LorinHOWa=0,
| @ space shot isthe gimmick in this heard the song (in the *80s), now see . Your Host: Haroid Hom - ~'+7 7 Ao anoots
fick with lots of aclion and lots of the movie .as Barbara Eden.and v - i
L DETECTIVE (PG). Sumavens ook o the hypocrie- :
. 3 (PG). VEN CAN WAIT(PG). Warren 2
.| Peter Falk and terrific cast.click in Beatty’s successful and distinctive THERE S ROOM
;| Neil Simon's comical take off on the remake of hamorous fantasy, “Here Capan T
| Bogart movies of the ‘4. Gomes Mr. Jordsn.” Footbell player AT THE INN
. %MING HOME (::‘].JPowegmd:wry goes to heaven and re!ux:r,u to earth as -
‘ofVietnam era with Jane Fonda as tycoon. Fine T
e set on Vg, " ohay 5. Uimagtiv recap of A thouglitful way to welcome vis-
| CONVOY (PG). Kris Kirstoff a case of overhi ity ients i i1 3
v (y ;ﬁ i mle;somn 2 ”o l:;:,:"‘j’.’.‘f‘:'?ﬁ a: t';rs ‘-)f"?[l"‘::': l;n:s a reservation at B 2% —
movie expanded from ht record.  MADAME ROSA (PG). Tender story RE Ry T, We e s all s S ceemiacZoun:
DAMIEN: Omen II (R). The nasty kid of old Jewish woman - (Simone Sign- ’ business, sports, and educational _ s ¥ ogia, it Cpontsfiooust
from “The Omen” is now 13 and he's ~oret) who raises Arab boy. Won Acad- | . centers in Oakland Con o ARG S VOO T -
back to kill more people a5 the world emy Award for Best Forelgn Lan. AURANT nty. S ReRNG: D 500 o
heads for Armageddon. guage Film. English sublitles. ~ RE :
THE END (R). Black comedy about THE MAN WHO LOVED .WOMEN g

gy arm
o008 S on

misadventures of an about-todie guy. (R). Francois Truffaut's amusing-and
of a womanizer.

!%B ’ %ingaleg Jun

a een o008 Sone:
Burt Reyriolds and Dom De Lulse siar. $ Tt M o O !

|| FLST(PG). Sylvester Stallone as MATILDA (G)..Kangaroo acnon vonica® O ano eIy 377 {
union organizer in film that spans dec-

- becomes |

professional baxer and pockets the v .

cash, o ‘Woodward and Long Lake Road

3 Bloomfield Hills
'644-1400.

m.ig from early stmggleland idealism

564.5144




