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Proper framing aids preservation of fine art
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What goes on inside a framed work
of art may determine the longevity of
the art as well as its future value,

Cardboard is not just cardboard and
glue not simply glue.

Both often contain acid that can
have a disastrous effect on the art
itself.

Mark M. Weglarski. award-winning
painter, economics professor at

expensive, but worth the money in
terms of preservation.

According to Weglarski, prints or
other art should never. absolutely
never, be glued to a backing, nor
should they be taped down.

In his conservation framing, Weg-
larski uses all acid-free materials, He
makes his own hinges to attach the art
to a backing. These are torn strips of
Japanese mulberty paper. He makes
the paste himself from rice starch, dis-
tilled water and fungicide and
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He doesn't urge

and framer at the Troy Art Gallery,
has had what he terms *'some unreal
experiences™ when he takes artworks
apart to reframe.

1 have found prints that have been
taped, glued to the cardboard, even a
Picasso cut to fit the frame.™

TO A PURIST framer like Weg-
larski. these are horrors akin to find-
ing moths in a Siberian sable coat.

He has encountered gross errors
committed by artists who frame their
works themselves as well as profes-
sional framers.

For fine works of art which a collec-
tor or investor wants framed in the
best possible way, Weglarski recom-
mends conservation framing—more

others to try to make the mixture
because the chemicals used are poi-
sonous.

Although strong, the paste is water-
soluable and is easily removed if ref-
raming is necessary or requested.

For his conservation framing. Weg-
larski uses 100 percent rag neutral pH
mounting boards and mats. He
attaches the mat to the mounting
board on one side with linen tape, so it
looks like a magazine cover. Mat and
board should be exactly the same size.

OTHER MOUNTING BOARDS have
a center which contains acid and when
the mat edge is cut, the exposed cen-
ter portion will be mext to the art.
Ordinary cardboard also contains acid

is a type of frame available which is
. N

as do clear and paperlike tapes.

Even if a print is taped against card-
board, Weglarski said the acid from
that backing will get to the print.

GLASS IS another important con-
cern. Essentially there are three
kinds. the standard clear, non-glare
and plastic. A plastic is recommended
for large framing because it is lighter
than glass and non-breakable.

While glare or non-glare glass is up
to the buyer, Weglarski doesn't recom-
mend non-glare for conservation fram-
ing.

“To look right, non-glare glass has
to be right on the image.™

He explained the glass should be
away from the image because in some
instances the media used may stick to
the glass, leaving a ghost on it. This is
particularly true of pastels.

A mat will keep the image away
from the glass and allow the paper to
breathe as well, an important consid-
eration.

“Pastels and pen and ink drawings
should be double matted to keep them
as far as possible from the glass.”” he
said.

If @ mat isn't used. often the case
with a watercolor or large print. there

designed 1o keep the glass separate
from the image.

‘The ultimate framing as far as Weg-
larski is concerned for a fine artwork
would be all acid free materials, the
best frame that maintains separation
and a special plastic which screens out
ultraviolet rays.

COLOR MATS trouble him some-
what because he believes all art looks
better against white or off-white mats.
He will use the limited range of color
mats in acid free materials or he will
use a color mat in addition to a white
one so the colar doesn't come in con-
tact with the image.

His preference on the frame inself is
to keep it simple—omate frames
detract from the art. In very damp cli-
mates. metal may be preferable tc
wood. because it won't warp or attract
insects.

He stressed the importance of
proper hardware—appropiate wire for

hanging. bumpers at the bottom to
prevent wall marks and let air flow
between wall and back of frame and
anchor screws rather than nails for
putting into the wall.

Yel. even well-framed and hung.
there is still the possibility of damage.

The lower portion of the mat should be wider than the other three sides, even when matting a square picture. Mark Weglarski shows the

proper measurements.
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“Never spray a cleaner directly on
the it can drip down and seep
inside." Weglarski said.

He recommended spraying the
cleaner on a cloth or paper towel.
There is a special cleaner on the mar-
ket for cleaning the plastics used in
place of glass. He cautioned using
other sprays or detergents on these
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surfaces which can yellow and fog up
if not cleaned with special materials.

In his experience as a framer. Weg.
larski has scen everything from very
inexpensive prints to those worth

any thousands of dollars glued to an
id-producing backing. He is con-
stantly removing tape used to hold a
print or watercolor in place.

MoD4°

Lantern Head
with purchase of

MOD 4 Upright
Grass Shear

297

Reg. 29.88

' 5 Mile at Farmington
fr GA2-1155— 9371611

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS

Make toys out of junk.
Repair a leaky faucet.
Prevent drug abuse. Choose a new carpet.
Garden organically. Restore an old house. ;-
Opening Septamber, 1978, < | Start a small business.
‘ ::rn‘)fgrmaﬁon‘ 474‘3050 Learn the metric system. ol
ENT rpmary: A dJog successfully. Backpack.
m.i":mm:!%ém Read labels. Avoid sunburn.

Relieve the common cold.
Storeuide Sale

Buy a car. Save money.
30% 1 50% ot

Keep records. Invest.
Budget your money.

DO-IT-YOURSELF

FORMICA SHOWERMATE
30x96
36 x 96
WHITE & OTHER
COLORS & PATTERNS

70¢ sq. 1t
CASH & CARRY

Mon.-Fri. 8-5
12770 Farmington Rd.
at Schooleraft

421-1170

Administer first aid. N
Donate your body.

DO-IT-YOURSELF & 4 Y .
Find a job. Retire.

. FIX-UP
G yARDWARE

Tune up your car. .
e for o s all Grow tomatoes.
ing doors, etc. SUMMER _

8 Choice of 6 sizes.
and up

$125 =7
LIGHT T-HINGES

W Use for swinging doors,
gates, etc.

VN Of sturdy wrought steel.
B Choice of 6 sizes.

$1 39 a:dairun M et o

MERCHANDISE

m

little anels_
shoppe

OLD VILLAGE e 615 N. MILL ST. e PLYMOUTH

DOWNTOWN PLYMOUTH 470 FOREST
459-1060 QPEN DALY 106 p.m.
FRIDAY 109

_tions you can send for on all
“kinds of subjects.

No matter what kinds of
questions you have, there’s a
good chance the Consumer
Information Catalog can help
you find the answers.

Inside, it lists more than
two hundred federal publica-
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Consumer Information Center, Department C, Pueblo, Colorado 81009.
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wealth of information. Really
helpful information.

The catalog was put together
for you by the Consumer Informa-
tion Center of the U.S. Govem-
ment. It’s free. And so are more
than half the publications in it.

Now the only question left
is how to get a copy. -

Simple. Just write to: :
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