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One-of-a-kind jewelry is her fashion mark

By SHIRLEE IDEN

All that glitters may not be fashion,
but one of a kind jewelry of any
description can enhance the total
glamour picture.

Swsie Fox is a jewelry maker, Her

" tools are pliers, saws, bench pins, sol-
dering torches, hammers, drills and
burrs. Just five feet tall, she's about
105 pounds soaking wet. An independ-
ent contractor, she works at Tapper
Jewelers in the Racquetime Building

* in Southfield.

Everything Ms. Fox does is right out
in the open. The petite craftsperson
works in an irregular space about
seven by 12 feet. divided from the
remainder of the store by chest high
(for her) counters.

Even her outside wall is huge win-
dow space. And in her open work-
space, she creates one-of-a-kind jew-

Born in North Carolina, she grew up
in this area and attended three differ-
ent colleges but never graduated.

“1 never took jewelry making. in
high school becuase I was an appren-
tice to a jeweler then and worked for
him a total of seven years." she said.
“That's where I got my training.”

A LEFTY, Ms. Fox said she doesn't
find her left-handedness too much of a
problem except when starting to work
at a new job.

“When you first go into a shop. you
find everything is set up for a right
‘handed person. but I just have to make
‘my own set-up and it works out OK."™

She finds gold the easiest metal to
work with, explaining that the proper-
ties of silver demand heating the
entire batch of metal and it can get
fire-scaled.

“That makes for a lot of clean-up

most,” she admitted.

She said a wedding ring can demand
about eight hours of her time while an
intricate necklace can mean an
investment of perhaps 3040 hours,

~Ever since | remember. I've been
making things,” she said. *‘Working
with my hands has always given me
great satisfaction. My way to relax is

to work with fabric, weaving, applique
or embroidery.

T like the tedious kinds of projects
that tumn most people off, like hinging
2 necklace or working with tiny fig-
ures on a stickpin. I just don't like
working on a large scale.”

One of the pieces she is executing
currently is initials set in diamonds.

But to Ms. Fox, diamonds are just like
any other stone.

She spends 3040 hours at her work-
bench and has been at her current
location since January.

“I DON'T keep an inventory of mer-
chandise because everything | do is
made to order and customized for that
person. | never do anything twice."
she said.

“Even if someone sees a piece |
have done for another customer, usu.
ally they will request changes or I will
innovate myself.” -

Llike it best when a customer leaves
the design up to me. Many times they
dont really have what they want

clearly in mind ™
Many of her customers are referrals.
from satisfied customers and others
are referred by the store itself when
something unusual or original is
d. -

requested.

Ms. Fox lives in Southfield with her
parents, Muggy and Herman Fox. and: -
attended Oak Park High School. She
made stabs at studies at the Univer-
sity of Arizona. Syracuse University
and the Center for Creative Studies in-
Detroit. .

She doesn't regret at all the lackofa
formal degree since her long appren-
ticeship' and experience have taught
her to harness her natural talent and
use wel! the tools of her trade.

elry including stickpins. bracelels. work when you finish a piece and
earrings. rings and such.

that's the part of the job I hate-the

MO

Close, detailed work like the figures on a stick-pin are what Susie
Fox likes to do best. (Staff photos by Gary Friedman)

Auntumn
footwear

transforming fall ready-
to-wear into under-
standable lines and
shapes. It will be the
anchor for widened
shoulders, shorter jack-
ets, narrowing skirts,
thinner ties and slimmed
ts,

pents.
~ It will fulfill the need
for perfect balance from

head to toe.

Fall footwear holds its
own in this exciting fash-
ion season with inter-
esting bottoms, sleek toe
contours and harmonious
colors.
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job for Susie Fox, a seasonied jewelry maker.

Working with saw, pliers and soldering torches are all part of the
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Carpeting now available in a wide range of
colors and styles.
$100;, $250 per sq. yd.

Most carpet in rolls 12" wide
Length up to 200" long

DONALD E. McNABB CO.

22150 W. 8 Mile Rd. (W. of Lahser) 357-2626
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 9-5 Friday 9-9 Sat. 8 a.m. til noon
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By JUDY SOLOMON

Wherelts At

Love that shirt

Tennis aficionados, take note! There's a new girl in town.
Tennis Lady, already located in most of the major American
cities, has opened at Somerset Mall. Among the many
goodies you'll find there is this T-shirt. The front declares (in
kelly green lettering): “I'm gonna win'" while the back
announces “‘You're gonna lose™. The neck and sleeves are
trimmed in matching green. Available in ladies’ sizes small,
medium and large, the shirt is priced at $14. Another good
item is the adhesive-backed brass plates (with your choice of
full name or initials) that stick to your recquet ($5-$6).
Orders take three weeks.

Tennis Lady, Somerset Mall, Troy, 643-7743.

Trash with flash

Bette Midler would love them and so will you. These colorful,
stylized garbage cans are great by the pool, in the kitchen,
nursery or what have you. Baked enamel on galvanized steel,
two sizes are available: the 20-gallon container costs $28 and
‘he 30-gallon cost $33. The smaller one features red, yellow
and orange tulips plus green stems on a white background.
The larger has a variety of multicolored flowers and a white
pickfst fence design. Some are in stock; orders take three
weeks,

‘The Paper Place, Applegate Square, Northwestern at Ink-
ster, 356-6468.

Once upon a madras

Country Squire has an abundant selection of colorful patch |
madras trousers in mens’ sizes 32 to 40. The traditional cut,
straight leg slacks are.in stock in your choice of all cotton
(§59.50) or washable pol. ($55). Lightweight and fined,
no two are the same so you might as well plan on givin, g your-
self plenty of time to pick out your favorite. By the way
they're a great way to pick up any of your solid color golf
shirts.

Country Squire Shop, 75 W. Long Lake, Boomfield Hills, 644-
3170.

Wrinkle-free

Hotel valet services are not just expensive. Nowadays, they
seem to keep banker’s hours. That's why frequent travelers
swear by Wrinkles Away ($14.95), an electric hand.steamer
that uses tap water and weighs only 15 ounces. Guaranteed
not to scorch or mark any fabric from the sheerest to the
heaviest, all you do is hang up your garment and steam your
wrinkles out in minutes. It’s also good to know that if you're
traveling abroad, you can use the steamer with a Franzus
converter.

% Harrison Luggage and Leather Goods, 152 N. Woodward, Bir-

i £46-8088. )

® Henredon
e Ethan Allen
* Century

* Hickory

o White

® Thomasville
® Hekman

o Stiffel

o Victorian

® Harden

¢ Simmons
* Widdicomb
* Woodmark
® Hitchcock
s Sligh
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AMERICAN TRADITIONAL

® Knob Creek

... and many others

TERMS, of course!

4080 TELEGRAPH RD. tut Long Lake Rdo BLOONFIELD HILLS e 644

The turniture you want ... at the Savings you can't afford to.
miss! Our Summer Sale brings you exceptional values on
everything throughout our magnificent Traditional Galleries ...
and special reductions on selected items in our Ethan Allen
Showcase. o

The tasteful accents ... lamps, wall decor, clocks, carpets
and area rugs ... have all been Summer Sale priced as only
Wiggs can do! Our talented Interior Designers and
professional Salespeople can coordinate your selections or
plan the complete decor of your home at no additional cost.
As usual, savings apply to both “in-stock” and “custom-
ordered” merchandise. Enjoy unlimited choice of designer
fabrics... and a wide variety of wood finishes. Our China and
Gift Shop has specials on crystal, stérling, china,

pewter, stainless, cookware and giftware. Look for our’

sale displays. - |
Come, spend a little browsing time with us during our gala
75th Anniversary Year Summer Sale Event! :
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