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Benjamin K. Pierce given recognition

Historian documents the life of unsung military officer

Call it highly unlikely, but it's true,
Pierce Street in Birmingham and Fort
Pierce, Fla. were named after the
same person. One Benjamin K.
Pierce, bom 1790 in New Hampshire,
older brother of Franklin Pierce, 14th
United States President, was quite a
traveler.

Retired Detroit Times newspaper
man and ambitious writer-historian,
Louis Burbey of Royal Oak recently
published a book on the life and times
of Benjamin Pierce, military officer,
titled **Our Worthy Commander."

Burbey, an inveterate historian,
likes digging for information on hif
tory's less-well recorded personalities
who made significant contributions to
present life.

One of his earlier projects, to trace
the origins of street names in Birming-
ham, provided the groundwork for the
book. His articles on Hunter, Willet,
Hamilton and Pierce streets'were pub-
lished in-The Eccentric in the late '60s.

Burbey said he was “particularly
fascinated by the background of
Pierce.”” He traced the Pierce family
back to England, the first of whom
came to America in 1633. The great,

mandant of the island's important
Fort Mackinac. The fort was under the
supervision of the US. 5th Military
District located in Detroit. This neces-
sitated frequent visits to headquarters.

ON ONE OF THESE VISITS he
journeyed by horseback to what is now
the city of Birmingham. He bought 160
acres of land here at $2 an acre.
Although he referred to his land as
“the farm,” he never lived on it.

After his first wife, Josephine. died
in childbirth and the baby a few days
later, Pierce and his friend Dr. Wil-
liam Beaumont rode out to the farm,
possibly because Pierce was inter-
ested in convincing Beaumont to buy
it. However, Beaumont declined.

When the United States acquired
Florida from Spain, Captain Pierce
and his command were transferred
there in 1821.

He went via the Mississippi River to
Fort San Carlos de Berranacas, Pen-
sacola, Fla.

Although the command got to the
Missippi River by going to Green Bay,
Wis. and down the Wisconsin River to
the Missippi, Burbey who has a wealth

great of

Pierce and her children live in Nor-
folk, Va. and Burbey has been in con-
tact with her.

PIERCE WAS A PROFESSIONAL
MILITARY OFFICER for 38 years. He
began his service as an artillery offi-
cer in the War of 1815 between the
United States and Great Britain.

At the termination of that war he
was assigned to Mackinac Island and
in 1817, at age 27, became the Com-

of sidelight i said, “The
way would have been to cross
Lake Michigan to the Des Plains River
(Mhinois), to the Mississippi. but it
flowed the wrong way at the time.™
From Pensacola, Pierce. promoted
to Brevel-Major, was assiged to vari-
ous posts, from Virginia to New York
and back to Florida. He fought in the
First and Second undeclared Seming
War, a war which Burbey said, **
Eventually involved half of the United
States regular army.”
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While sailing down Florida’s Indian
River in “*Mackinac™ boats, then Colo-
nel Pierce and his command arrived
at an inlet from the ocean where they
erected a blockhouse. The troops
named it Fort Pierce after “our wor-
thy commander.”

Burbey includes the details which
bring his subject close to his readers.
Pierce had three wives, all of whom
died before he did.

His first, whom he married in a col-
orful ceremony on Mackinac Island
was part Indian and part French. The
bride’s mother and aunt, as was tradi-
tion, both came to the wedding in their
native dress. Possibly the bride, too.
The Pierce family doubtless opposed
the union.

PIERCE HAD MANY FRIENDS IN
‘THE MICHIGAN AREA in addition to
Beaumont. He stayed with either the

Hunter or Willet families when he vis-
ited his farm. He worked with both
General Alexander Macomb and Gen-
eral Charles Gratiol. He was well-
traveled and well-respected.

Although he doesn’t mention it in the
book, Burbey said of Pierce, *“He was
a better guy than his brother, Frank-
lin. Franklin was inclined to liquor.”

Burbey has waived all rights to **Qur
Worthy Commander” in favor of
Indian River Community College in
Fort Pierce. Any profit derived from
the book is allecated to a

PLANNED by the writer-researcher
who said, “This is what keeps a person
young mentally and physically.”

Another figure in history who inter-
ests the writer is Etienne Brulex who
explored Lake Superior and the other
Great Lakes in 1623.

Once into the early history of the
country Burbey said he has found
“There are so many subjects to write
on I can't keep up with them.”

He mentioned the blank chapter of
American history, 1815-1821. and vows
to cover that some day because he
knows where there’s a wealth of mate-
rial on the erd.

Fame and fortune are not half so
important to this writer as the enjoy-
ment that comes in the doing and
leaming and he hopes to stay with it
for many years to come.

fund.

James Babcock, rare book dealer in
Stalker and Boos in the Great Ameri-
can Mall, 280 N. Woodward, has a sup-
plyhnf the books which selt for §7.85
each. .

MORE BOOKS ARE BEING

Musicians plan benefit

Zeta Alpha chapter, Delta Omicron
international music fraternity, will

hold a brunch Sunday, 10 a.m. to 2-

p.m., at the home of Lillian McKellar,
Royal Oak.

Proceeds will be used to aid the
Delta Omicron music studio at the
Edward MacDowell Colony, Peter-
boro, N.H. The studio is for the use
and convenience of creative artists
admitted to resident membership. The
importance of the MacDowell Colony

depends on one thing only—quality of
imagination.

The committee includes: Mrs. C. S.
Bishop, Farmington Hills; Margaret
Giynn, Birmingham; Nancy Meyette,
Romeo; Gladys Zate, Oak Park:
Shirley Cole, president, Zeta Alpha,
Southfield; Irene Muse, Sterling His.;
Marilyn Gibbons, Detroit; and Lillian
McKellar.

For reservations call Margaret
Glynn, 6476425 or Lillian McKellar,
585-4068.
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New Location
216 Ladd Rd., Walled Lake
869-2240

Hours: Thurs, 2-6:30
Wed. and Sat. 8-12
Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri. 2-6:30

1M THE TIME IT TAXES T DIAL OUR TELEPHONE NUMBER,
YOU COULD BE ON YOUR WAY T ENJOYING A HEALTHIER, HAPPIER LIFE.

DR. ALBERT [AL) REIERSON D.C.

3286 Orchard Lake Rd.

681-7444
Mon., Wed., Fri.
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o Lenses Replaced

We participate in Ford, GM and

DR. SAUL LINICK, Optometrist
Call Now for an Appointment
PHONE: 427-0230

LIVONIA/PONTIAC CONSUMERS CO-OP OPTICAL
15420 FARMINGTON, 'LIVONIA

427-0230

PROFESSIONAL
ETYE CARE

REASONABLE
PRICES!

All Lenses 100%
Guaranteed For One Year.

Care Programs

 Fine Selection of Quality American
Made Frames

 Contact Lenses

® Frames Repaired

o Satisfaction Guaranteed!
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Moh.. Thurs.. Fri. 109
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Style Finally Comes To
West Bloomfield

Forget Southfield, Forget Birmingham,
Forget Lathrup Village.
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Lords & Lads Offers

on all merchandise

LORDS & LADS CLOTHIERS
Pine Lake Mall
4341 Orchard Lake Road
851-7370

LORDS
GlAds

Clothiers Ltd.

You On

SUMMER
40%, 50%

All Major Credit
Cards Honored




