Raven hosts M itchell

Folk singer and guitarist Chuck Mitchell will perform at the Raven
Gallery in Southfield through July 30. Shows are at 9:30 p.m. Wednes-
-gay-Sunday, with a second show at 11:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday.
~“There is a cover charge and reservations are sn ggested. For informa-

tion, call 5572622

Pass, Peterson

share triumph

By JIM WINDELL

“~A.concert featuring Oscar Peterson
and Joe Pass craves, in the descrip-
tion of it, certain obligatory adjec-
tives. The reviewer is forced to resort
to words like virtuaso, giant, masterful
and extraordinary. Lesser words are
too pale and inaccurate.

-Joe Pass and Oscar Peterson
appeared Friday night at Meadow
Brook Music Festival in Rochester,
‘They are each at the pinnacle of criti-

Review

contemplative introductory passages
to the same songs are brilliant.

‘The highlight of his solo work was a
longish version of ‘“‘Nature Boy."
which he expertly took apart and then
reconstructed into a beautiful and deli-
cate improvised creation.

cal and audience on their
respective instruments in the world of
jazz.

Pass is an exceptional guitarist who
is vying with George Benson and a rel-
aive few other musicians for the lead-
esship role on the guitar. Peterson
seems without a doult to be the pre-
mier pianist in jazz in terms of his
ahility to combine a sure-fingered
technique featuring amazing velocity
with sensitive improvisations.

In this Meadow Brook concert, both
had solo sets and then collaborated in
the second half for some brilliant

2 PASS’ UNACCOMPANIED 30 min-
ites began as he unobtrusively slipped
o0 stage, hooked up to his amplifier
#nd—with the crowd filtering into the
pavilion—laid down a delicate, clas-
Sical statement of the theme of his
first song, a slow bailad.

« Joe Pass goes about business in a
#puiet, concerted and unassuming man-
Yer, but he takes a risk that few other
guitarists in jazz are willing to chance.
de works alone and he has said in
Interviews that it is a terrifying feel-

» The non-musician might think of it
as being like a trapeze artist per-
forming without a net.

% That he can balance on the high wire
of swinging, tasty jazz was shown by
s clever and richly chorded, complex
dines in exposition of *‘Summer-
yime,” “Li'l Darlin’" and *‘Round
Midigh.”

~ Oscar Peterson's 40-minute solo set
Teatured his peregrinations over the
Jpntire range of the 97-key Bosenderfor
‘yoacert grand piano that is as impres-
&ive an instrument as Peterson is a
lalented musician. The two seem
Jdeally suited for each other as both
‘ore physically oversize and technicaily
Amparalleled.

PETERSON'S WIZARDRY on seven
songs included cascading and tumbl-
ing arpeggios, blinding speed two-
handed runs and rocking climaxes. His
muscular swing and (requent boogie
bans and his long fingers flicking out
sparkling notes conveys the listener on

g i Peterson
and Pass spent a musically delightful
30 minutes in duets that emphasized
their rapport, which has been estab-
lished over the last several years in
concerts and recording dates. Peter-
son, in a short announcement before
they initiated their first number, said
that their goal was to set up a dialogue
between two soloists and two
instruments.

That goal was reached instantly as
the interweaving of their exchanges at
time tended to fuse together with
beginnings and endings of solos sound-
ing as extensions of the others'

8.

BOTH MEN HAVE the far-reaching
rhythmic capacity that makes the
usual rhythm section of bass and
dlms unnecessary. Their duets fol-
lowed similar patterns: Improvised 16-
bar solos with the musical idea being
picked off in mid-air with a smooth
motion, synchronous statement of the
melody and a swinging conclusion.

The approach was just right for
nunbers like “Stella by Starlight " and
“Sweet Georgia Brown." The inven-
tive, swinging jazz created in these
dialogues between a piano and a guitar
and their masters was convincing evi-
dence of an extraordinary ability to
communicate.

This Meadow Brook jazz concert
was an hypnotic affair with Oscar
Peterson and Joe Pass proving beyond
a shadow of a doubt that they are gif-
ted instrumentalists who are dazaling
in their virtuosity.

Laura Thompson
to entertain

in July at Meating
Place

Laura Thompson returns as the fea-
tured entertainer during July at the
Down Under Lounge in the Meating
‘Plaoe in Orchard Lake, at 9 p.m.

an_almost over melodic

excursion.

. - His techmical display on standards
:like “Falling in Love with Love,”
“Indiana” and “Honeysuckle Rose"" is
B yme, but T sometimes get the
. impression that it comes too easy and
"he falls into effortless cliches. On the
“other hand, his deeply romantic and

_An interpretive vocalist as well as

ist, Miss Thompson performs a
program of contemporary rock, folk
and jazz music.

In recent months, she has appeared
at the Detroit Plaza Hotel, the Mid-
Iplnwn Cafe, Peabody’s and the Meating

ace.

; Serving the finest in
; Chinese & American Cuisine

' * Luncheons ® Dinners ® Carry Qut Orders
Chinatown Style Welcomed _
Open 7 days.o week
Mon.-Thurs, 11,a.m.-10 p.m.; Fi
Saf. 12-11 p,m.; Sun. 12-10 p.m.

! 469 S. Woodward, Birmingham
s 644-2913

. 11 a.m.-11 p.m.
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GettingAm "

By ETHEL SIMMONS

Injured rock star

Charlie Martin had it all going for
him. He was a drummer with Bob
Seger and his Silver Bullet Baqd. and
knew what it was like to be in the pub-
lic eye and to enjoy success while still

young. .
Martin is just 26, but in the last year
he has seen fame fade as the result of
an autonobile injury that left him par-
alyzed.
Without the use of his legs, Martin
has not been able to continue playing
and touring with the rock band. He
doesn’t want to dwell on the past, how-
ever, and in a visit to the Birmingham
office of the Observer & Eccentric
said:
“T also want to talk about adjust-
ments made to being handicapped
since the accident.”

WITH FRIEND Pat Lane, Martin is
back in business. This time he’s not
the music business, but is selling T-
shirts instead. Most of these shirts
have ecological messages about saving

ered species, but one shirt does
hark back to his musical interests.

1t reads: God Bless Detroit. Rock &
Rolt Capital of the Earth.”

Martin and his partner have been in
the T-shirt business since last Janu-
ary. Their T-shirts are on sale at the
Village Goldsmith,in downtown Farm-
ington, the Asian Bazaar at Fairlane
Center in Dearborn and Hole in the
Wall at the Belerest Hotel ngar the
‘Wayne State University campus.

For T-shirt information, phone East-
em Western at 474-5846.

“Handicapped people have to sit
down, but they can still move ahead,"
Martin said.

MARTIN WAS injured in an acci-
dent on the Southfield freeway service

wheels to new life

drive at 8 p.m. Feb. 22, 1977, when he
was relurning from a band rehearsal.
A speeding car struck him while he

was walking to his stalled car witha -

can of gasoline.

Martin had been plaging with
Seger's nationally renowned band
since its early days in September,
1973. But when he woke up from a
coma in Detroit's Mt. Carmel Hospi-
tal, it was all gone.

Two months later he was trans-
ferred to the Rehabilitation Institute in
Medical Center, where he spent five
moaths in therapy.

“My muscles were stiff. The falty
tissue had atrophied," he said, Martin
had therapy on his legs and uses leg
braces. -

Now Martin drives a car with hand
oontrols and really knows how to get
around in a wheelchair.

He was raised in Rosedale Park but
has moved to an apartment in Farm-
ington Hills equipped for his physical
needs. “The bathroom has rails, light
switches are lower and the kitchen is
easier to get around, " he said.

When he was with Bob Seger, Martin
sang as well as played drums. The
four biggest albums he helped make
were “Night Moves,” “Live Bullet,”
“Beautiful Loser” and *'Seger Seven."

MARTIN PLANS to continue his
musical career doing studio recording
of drums and piano. “‘Friends helped
me rig up a device I can use with my
elbow and teeth." Martin said.

When Seger played Detroit's Cobo
Hall in May, Martin was on stage to
play for the encore. He also played
piano a few nights last summer at
Pine Knob in Qarkston.

“When 1 come up against obstacles,
1 find ways to overcome them,™

Thursday, July 13, 1978

(S,F-13B,Ro-11B1 {0 15C

according to Martin. “Some handi-
capped never give themselves self con-
fidence,”

He's come a long way since finding,
“Fwas 25 years old and couldn't dress
myself and sit up.”

At the Rehabilitation Institute, Mar-
tin has worked on his triceps and
biceps to build them up.

“Dayto-day living in the outside
world is troublesome,” said Martin.
He would like to see railing facilities
for the handicapped in all public res-
trooms in restaurants. He also wants
more ramps; some stairs or curbs are
just one inch too high for his wheel-
chair to climb.

“THERE ARE a lot of handicapped

people. with MS or MD, or quad-
raplegics.” he said. “'And a lot of
changes are being made to help handi-
capped people.” .

Martin appreciates the parking
Spaces reserved for the handicapped.

“In a narrow place. you can't open
the door far emough to dismantle a
chair,” he explained.

Pointing out the advantages of rail-
ings, he said, "I hop around on braces,
but I'need a hand rail.”

Martin has been playing drums since

the age of 13. He played in teen bands -

from 13-18. then bars, then got into
recording.

Despite his misfortune. Martin is
grateful that he is “blessed with a lot
of really good friends and family. I get
fan mail from hundreds of people
around the country. Their letters cheer

me up,’
“My family has really helped me
make the adjustment.” he said.

Business partner Pat Lane models
message T-shirt.

Stagecrafters do ‘Sticks and Bones’

‘The Michigan premiere of *'Sticks
and Bones” by David Rabe will be
presented by Stagecrafters Commu-
nity Theatre as its surmmer studio pro-

10N,

“Sticks and Bones™ was winner of
the 1972 Tony Award for best drama
and winner of the New York Drama
Critic's Circle Gitation the same year.
Its author also wrote “Streamers,”
which played at the Attic Theatre in
Greektown last November.

This powerful drama of the facade
of the typical American family is mag-
nified through the lives of Ozzie, Har-
riet and Ricky, as they welcome Viet-
nam vet David, back home.

" 'The play will be presented at the
Stagecrafter’s Playhouse in Clawson
on July 21, 22, 28 and 29. Curtain time
is 8:30 p.m. All seats reserved. For
reservations and ticket information.
call the box office at 585-8437.
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Banquet Facilites
Gourmet Special
POORMAN’S (MONK FISH)
LOBSTER TAIL DINNER

Including Choice of Potato, Tossed Salad.

(Friday and Saturday Night
Monday Night is Ladies Night!
All Dinners for. Escorted Ladies

(Reservations Requested)
OPEN MONDAY FOR LUNCH AND DINNER
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Treat your family
to a thousand happy yesterdays.

Enjoy the good old days this summer at Greenfield Village and Henry Ford
Museum. Our OId Time Summer Festival's in full swing now. It's really -
something different~with stage, medicine, and Punch and Judy shows:
antique steam train, ModelT. carriage and steamboat rides; historical
buildings: demonstrations of early American crafts: many more pleasures of
the past. And don't miss Henry Ford Muscum right next door: 14 acres of
American heritage under one roof—sa rain or shine, yu'll have 1 good old time.

Greenfreld Village & Henry Ford Museum -

Dearbomn, Michiyan + Open Dailx Admission for cach faclicy only $3.50 for adults and
$1.50 for children 6:12. Kids wnder 6. free. For more informatian, call the Village Party Line:
(313) 271-1976.

Vacation .
* Alternative:

)




