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Umpire claims he never missed a call in 50 years

By DENNIS 0’CONNOR

The recent celebration of Independ-
ence Day was a special date for Ear]
Gray. It marked the start of the 50th
season of baseball umpiring for the
Plymouth resident.

Yet, with ail those years under his
belt, the 82-year-old Gray will tell you
he’s never missed a call. .

““As far as I'm concerned, I've never
missed a call, But no one’s that per-
fect,” Gray said with a smile.

In his fifty years of umpiring, he
must have called a lot of close plays.
Although Gray almost went blind in
his right eye from scarlet fever at age
three, he never wore glasses until he
was 65.

AND HIS PHILOSOPHY on umpir-
ing hasn't changed in his half-century
of experience.
« “I always figured when I walked out
on the field, I was a disinterested
party. it didn't matter to me what
town or city 1 was in. There's only one
person you have to please and that’s
yourself: You’re always on your own.”
- The retired Wayne County construc-
tion worker was a Plymouth High
School student in the 1310s.

He began his umpiring career as a

and Plymouth Class A (they didn't
have high school teams in those day)
was played at the old Burrough's Field
in Plymouth in 1929,

From there, he worked in the Inter-
County Baseball League, the Mich-
igan-Ontario League, and now is a
member of the Suburban Umpires
Association,

IN 1347, GRAY organized the Subur-
ban Umpires Association, serving as
the secretary-treasurer for more than
60 umpires. At one time, Gray handled
a bank roll of as much as £28,000 a
year, “as his umpires worked high
school and semi-pro baseball, men's
fast-pitch softball, and boys little
league games in western Wayne
County and northern Oakland County.

Gray gave up his secretary-treas-
urer position in 1973 but continued to
officiate games. In fact, just this last
spring, Gray umpired in Lincoln Park,
Saline, Ann Arbor, Farmington,
%jvunia, and Ypsilanti, just-to name a
ew.

Last spring was the first year Gray
missed umpiring in the Plymouth-Can-
ton area, A different umpire assoca-
tion was hired for Salem and Canton
conitests.

Gray once was a baseball player

AFTER A BRIEF stint managing a
baseball team the 1920s, Gray became
involved as an umpire, knowing it
would be just a hobby.

Gray said the game has changed a
lot in terms of coaching where he sees
more professionalism from men who
teach the high school players. And he
never resents a coach who questions a

.

“These coaches are hired to teach
the kids,” Gray said “It never both-
ered me if coaches came out and ques-
tioned a close dedision. As long as they
handled themselves as professionals
and forgot about the play after it was
done—and play the game from then
on. I've only thrown out one high
school coach—somebody from Dear-
born years ago.”

ANOTHER CHANGE in the game
was the attire of an umpire. In the
120s and 1930s, urmpires wore regular
suits and ties for every game. Later
on, the clothing switched o a striped
shirt, much like that of a football or
basketball referce. Only recently,
Gray said, the umpire’s clothing
switched to the light blue shirt and
dark slacks that umpires now wear.

And the pay was quite different, too.

“We used to take home $6 for two
games—I8 innings—in the Michigap-
Ontario League. Now we get $17 for a
high school game and $9 or $10 for a
softball game.” Both those leagues
play seven innings a game.

GRAY ALSO said the fans were

more kind in the early days.

“We didnt have too many prob-
lems_," Gray said. “We respected the
umpires more in those days than now,
in terms of touching. The umpires had
maore protection from the fans.”™

Gray admitted, however, he was
involved in an incidert in the Inter-
County League in 1942 when a fan at a

Valedictorian gets scholarshi;!

Deborah Cecchini, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Eugene Cecchini, 20701 Min-
glewood Lane, Farmington Hills, has
been awarded a presidential scholar-
ship to Valparaiso University in
Indiana.

As a senior at Lutheran High School
West, Ms. Cecchini has been a mem-
ber of the National Honor Society and
the student council. She was her class
valedictorian and also played on the
all-conference volieyball team.

Ms. Cecchini will be enrolled in the

College of Nursing at Valparaiso,
which is located southeast of Chicago.

Belleviile—Garden Gty game didn't
like a call, jumped ot of the stands,
and knocked him down—resulting in a
police escort after the game.

GRAY HASN'T umpired for about
two months now because of some
health problems, but he should be
ready to call those balls and strikes
again by the end of this month.

He enjoys the time he has for him-
self and Edna, his wife of 53 years,
after retiring as secretary of the
organization.

But he'll never retire from his work
on the diamond. Like Gray said, *1
don’t umpire for need, I umpire for the
“love of the game."”

Liberty Street, Farmington, Michi
Councily
nett was absent.

CITY OF FARMINGTON
COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS
SUMMARY — JULY 3, 1978
A Regular Meeting of the Farmington Gity Council was called to order at 8:00 P.M.
Monday, July 3, 1978 by Mayor Richard L. Tupper. in the Council Chambers, 23600

gan.
Imen Buckler, Hartsock, Tupper and Yoder were present. Councilman Ben-

side job on weekights and weekends.
His first contest, between C.S, Smith

himself but he suffered arm trouble
when he was young,

NFWB Expos aim
for state championship

The Federal Major
are aiming for
their second state cham-
pionship. By beating the
Astros, the Expos
remained the only
en team for the
second half-season.
¢ The Expos pounded 10
fits while beating the
Astros, 145. Mike Toner
was 23 for the Astros.
The Athletics beat the

Minors for this game,
had two base hits far the
yinners. Geoff Lipsky
ad three base hits while

Oridles.
,The Brewers outhit
and outscored the Padres
in a 2115 slugfest. Star-

“ring for the powerful

Brewers were: Scolt
Pegg, 45; Don Levine, 3-
5; Jeff Stringer, 24
i ling a home nun and
John Kreitz, 2:3.

lar had two base hits,
three RBIs and scored
the winning run for the
Mets. Nick Scavone had
@ bases-loaded double:
Bob Rupli and John
Lacki were both 34 for
the Rangers.

RONALD KUP-
PERSMITH and Bob
Mitchell led the unbeaten

American T-Ball Tigers
to a victory over the
Indians. The White Sox
also defeated the Indians
before bowing to the
Angels, 19-16. Troy Tann
had a home run in the
Angel game.

‘The "Royals won two
games, beating the Blue
Jays, 9-5, and the Yanks,
2414, The Yanks won a
close one over the Twins,
21-13. The Angels edged
the Red Sox, 15-14.
Angels Dan Scully and
Jason King hit home
nms. In other action:
Tigers 23, Indians 4; Red
Sox 8, Blue Jays 2

The third week of the
American Minor League
second half-season saw
the Tigers maintain their
hold on first place with
victories over the pre-
viously unbeaten Indians
and Yankees. Bryan Bos-
scawen, Dan Payne and
Steve Patters were the
Tiger pitchers.

The Indians came back
from their defeat to the

ers were Kassa
and Ed Collins. The
Royals hung on to a sec-
ond place tie by defeat-
ing the Red Sox and
Twins in exciti

citing games.

Brian McDaneld, Paul
Grant and Jim Wazk

in fourth place in spite of

NFWB baseball
league standings

NFWB
AMERICAN MINOR LEAGUE
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2775 Haggerty Rd.
Walled Lake

.| Mon.Fri.89
- Sat. 8-8; Sun. 9-6

e
PLUMBERY®

HOME:CENTER
BY OAKLAND HARDWARE CO.
All Your Plumbing and Heating Needs
for That “Do-It-Yourselfer”
FREE Advise
on How-to-do-it-yourself

Phone

669-2022

their loss to the Royals,
Jeff Hoskow and Sam
continue to

NOTICE
CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
Hids are being accepled for rehabilitation of two houses in the City of Farmington
Hills 3127-8.

Specifications may be picked up at the Farmington Hills Administrative Center,”
21555 West 11 Mile Road from the Department of Public Services Office.

State licensed Genera! Contractors only. Bids will be accepted until July 25, 1978,
Bid opening will be at 10 A.M. The city reserves the right to reject any or all bids.

FLOYD A. CAIRNS, City Qerk
Publish: July 13, 1978

anchor the Red Sox
pitching staff.

The Yankees remained
in fifth place by beating
the Angels, then losing to
the league-leading
Tigers. David Gregorson
and Mike Puzar were the
pitchers, while the nms
were scored by Corky
D'Ascenzo, Dave Min-
hinnett, Ron Slampak,
Jim Conrad and John
Conra

d.
At the same time, the
White Sox won their first

and Royals. Ricky Bar-
tholomew, Jay Wilner
and Andy Wiener contin.
uved to perfoym the pitch-
ing for the Angels.

LIVONI
BUILDING MATERIALS CO.

12770 Farmington Rd.

937-0478 421-1170
DO-IT-YOURSELF T A
SHOWERMATE TUB KIT FORMICA
In Stock: ) .
o sss. " i
éﬁ:r;"f.'e “Seaes 30" x 96
Hd Tr: N
a:ddwhlal::Marblem ...879.95 367 x 95"‘:

. IN STOCK; = .
WALLBOARD oy wan WHITE. AND. -
G VIR ¢ OTHER PATTERNS
%"| 3.22 ! ‘
%" | 347 . 70 ¢sn: FT
OTHER LENGTHS IN STOCK UP T0 4 x 14 T
MON_-FRI. 8-5 SAT. 812

S. of Schoolcraft Rd.

Qty Manager Deadman, Director Byrnes, Attomey Kelly and Qlerk Viane were

also present.

Mimtes of previous meetings were approved. Minutes of other boards were
ived.

recei 5
LUIGI MILANI, Boys® Stale Representative. reported to Coundil regarding his
experiences at this year's Wolverine Boys State.

Council received a letter from Mr. Steven West, Chairman of the Board, Federal’s

Gouncil supported the position of the Inter-County Highway Commission regarding
the M-275 Freeway in Oakland County.

Council instructed the City Manager to investigate the possibilities of leasing
approximately 250 sq. . of space in the Farmington Municipat Building to Keep
Michigan Beautiful, Inc.

Council set July 29, 1978 from 2:00 10 4:00 P.M. to meet with residents in the Down-
town Center during the Farmington Festival. }

Council denied the request from the Ozkland Farmers Market for a Temporary
Permil to allow outdoor sales.

Gouncil tabled the request from Kelly McShane for a mini-park at Locust Drive and
Shiawassee.

a1 :
Council granted a sign variance to the Hitchcock Gallery of Homes, Inc.

Council authorized the City Manager and Gity Clerk to enter into a contract with the
Michigan State Highway Commission to upgrade the warning and regulatory signs
on roads and streets within the City of Farmington.

Oouncil allocated an expenditure not to exceed $1,000.00 to participate in the Home-
miker Service and Chore Service programs to be provided through the Farmington
Hills Department of Parks and Recreation.

Council tabled a decision on the adoption of Ordinance C-431-78 regulating traffic on

‘Thomas Street.
Gounxcil established a Public Hearing to review the Site Plan for the proposed Hous-
ing for the Elderly for 8:00 P.M. August 7, 1978.
Council approved the Final Plat for the Tall Pines Subdivision on Drake Road south
of Grand River and authorized the City Clerk to sign the plat on behalf of the Gity.
Monthly Bills were approved for payment.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:55 P.M.

RICHARD L. TUPPER, MAYOR

NEDRA VIANE, CITY CLERK

‘Publish: July 13, 1978

Have you ehtered the
Color Photo Contest?

{You could -win $100 in photo equipment)

Obsgerver & Ereentric

Newspapers

MINNESOTA

) A _A
BEST PRICE THIS YEAR!
LATEX FLAT

WALL PAINT

* WARRANTED ONE COAT
* WASHABLE & STAIN

ANT
« FADE RESISTANT: NON
YELLOWING
* 30 POPULAR COLORS
$ 699 gal.

NOW THROUGH SAT.

PAN &
ROLLER

COMBINATION

$10.99 BEST QUALITY

HAGGERTY'S
MINI-TIES
o5 66% U it
STOCK SIZES AND COLORS R
ONLY. NO SPECIAL ORDERS | AVAILABLE IN 7', 8', 14
¢ NET SIZES
69¢ EACH % x 4
TOMATO STAKES 31" x 41"
9¢ 31" x 4v%"
EACH

All prices Cash-N-Carry

WALLED LAKE: MON- FRI 8-6, SAT 8-5, SUN 10-3
HOWELL: MON-FRI 8-6, SAT 8-5

L

=
?HAGGERTY

//f/,' LLUMBIER & SUPPLY co.
.

2055 MAGGERTY, WALLED LAKE. (313) 624-4551 OR 356-6166
227 N. BARNALY. HOWELL. (517) 546-5320
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