Otter bacher stumps
bn tax reform trail

| By MICHAEL MATUSZEWSKI

|
| State Sen. John R. Otterbacher (D-
Grand Rapids), a candidate for the

* Democratic nomination for the United
Btates Senate, last week outlined yet
enother tax reform proposal.

Bringing his *mo frills” campaign to
a meeting of the Livonia Optimist
Qlub, he said he would favor scrapping
the property tax as the primary
method of financing public schools.

A tax limitation proposal cham-
pioned by a group called Taxpayers
United for Tax Limitation; a tax cut

being sought by Shiawassee County
Drain

Commissioner Robert Tisch and
a group called Coalition for Property
Tax Reform are trying to hold down
government spending by limiting prop-
erty tax revenues.

Otterbacher also proposed putting
an eight-mill to 13-mill ceiling on local
property taxes. These revemues, he
said, would be used to fund local gov-
ernment. iDuerhacher's proposal
resembles ‘another plan being dis-
cussed at the state capitol. That plan
would keep total tax paymenis the
same, but would reduce property taxes
and increase income taxes.

The public schools, dependent on
property tax revemes, would there-
after be funded from the state’s gen-

Percolated punch

If you thought your glass coffec per-
colater only made great coffee, wait
until you taste hot spiced punch in the
same pot. Just put whole spices in the
percolator basket and fruit juices or
wine in the bottom glass container. Let
perk a few minutes until spiced to
your taste.

eral fund. The lost revenue from the
property taxes would be made up by
increases in the state income tax and
corporate taxes, Otterbacher said.

““THAT’S TAX reform—a shift away
from an unfair tax to a tax that
reflects an ability to pay,” he said.

“The property tax is unfair. It
doesn't reflect an ability to pay.”

He cailed his altenative “more
radical” than the Tisch Amendment
which would cut property taxes in half
and limit future increases in property
assessments to 2% per cent a year.

“The Tisch Amendment would cut
property taxes in half,” Otterbacer
said, “mine would nearly eliminate
property taxes.”

1t is unlikely voters will get a chance
to vote on his proposal, though. 1t is
ot being pushed by any organizations.
1t has neither the funding of the Tax-
payers United tax limitation plan nor
the volunteers and grass roots support
of the Tisch Amendment.

In order to find it's way to a place on
the November ballet, Otterbacher's
proposal would have to gain the sup-
port of two-thirds of both houses of the
state legislature.

OTTERBACHER endorsed neither
Tisch’s proposal nor the more moder-
ate tax limitation plan.

“I'm trying to find out what thier
effects would be the nest time Mich-
igan had a recession. What would it
mean if it were 1974 revisited in 19607

““What does eight per cent
unemployment for 18 months mean?
Would it mean a curtailment in
schools?" he asked.

His questions were aimed directly at
Headlee’s tax limitation proposal
which would Jimit taxes to a percent-
age of the state's total personal
income plus an allowance for inflation
based on the cost of livong index.
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You dont have 1o shop around 1o get

great buys on Lees Carpet from 3 siore
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LUXURY
LIVING

an adult community

These apartments are
pleasant, comfortable,
secure places to live.
Each resident has the
complete privacy of a
one or two bedroom
apartment with its
own kitchen AND
fine meals in an ele-
gant restaurant.
Organized activities
are available. There
is socializing in the
lounges. Maid and
linen service is fur-
nished. There is a
chauffeur driven lim-
ousine. A limited
number of art-
ments now available
for occupancy.

Phone
353-2810
$600
Month

28301 Franklin Road,
Southtleld, Michigan

HOURS: Dally & Suaday
10AM. TO 4 P.M.

W Walking distance
from ail Ihe down-

wm "B GRS
rout fishing in v,
Paint Creek ot your W 1 baths
dooistep W Additional Storage
Huge 2 Bedroom
Apls. from $270.

e asausoy Phone; 654-4200

W Over 1000 sqQ. 1.
living space

B Seperate upright
freezers in kitchens

B Central air con-

519 E. University Orive,
just east of Rochester Rd.|
in Rochester.
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“Work!
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But on fine names like Baker, Henredon.
Flair, Drexel-Heritage, and Thayer-Coggin.
And items that we're’ even willing to order
for you if that's what it takes to make your

THE GREAT MIDSUMMER SALE AT

GOREHS

GALLERY OF FINE FURNITURE
Telegraph at 12 Mile Road » Open Mon., Thurs., Fri. Till 9 P.M. « 353-9880

HAVEN'T YOU WAITED LONG ENOUGH?
(Gorman’s is having a Midsummer Sale with savings of 10% to 50%!)

If the old place is suddenly looking like
the old place, it couldn’t have happened
at a more opportune time. Because once
again, Gorman's Midsummer Sale is here
to save you money — not just on slow-
moving pieces, not just on in-stock items.

home a showplace again. And we mean
real savings — 10%, 20%, all the way up to
half-off. With, of course, the services of
Gorman'’s talented design staff at no addi-
tional cost. So come to Gorman's stellar
Midsummer Sale — you've earned it!

3

<l @Copyiant 1977, Gomen's Gatory of Fine Fumiture
3 :

Photo: Grand Rapids Public Museum

b1




