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Program consultant quits

Farmington, Michigan

Council unaware of conspiracy connection

By STEVE BARNABY
Farmington editor

The Farmington Hills city adminis-
tration neglected to inform a majority
of city council members that a women
hired in April for the city's loans and
grants program had been a subject in
an investigation by the Oakland
County prosecutor’s office.

A survey of council members taken
by the Observer shows that only three
out of seven knew that Maureen Lowe.
the Neighborhood Improvement Pro-
gram consultant, was involved in the
oty case.

And while Mrs. Lowe terminated her
employment with the city on Tuesday.
council members remain mystified
that city administrators had not fully
informed them of her background.

ACCORDING TO the prosecutor's
office. when Mrs. Lowe had applied
for a job in the county’s community
development department, her appli-
cation was backdated by county offi-
cials. false information was added to
the form and she was shown an
employment test beforehand.

Officials’
atiendance
rates ‘A-’

Most Farmington area officials
earned an “A™ or at least an A" for
attendance at public meetings during
the first half of 1978.

But some appointed officials of
boards and commissions may need a
truant officer.

According to public minutes of meet-
ings. most elected officials attended
the majority of meetings held between
January and June of this year.
although they may not be aware that
truancy carries a stiff penalty—
removal from office.

Under the charters of both the City
of Farmington and Farmington Hills,
elected officials may be dismissed
from office for absenteeism. The
Farmington Scheol Board has a belter
reason to keep attendance in top
form--board members are paid $20
per meeting with a provision that
restricts payments on a per-day basis.
Two meetings scheduled during one
day are considered for one payment
only.

Under the Farmington City Charter
adopted in 1951, an elected official
may be remaved from office for miss-
ing four consecutive meetings of the
council or 25 per cent of the total
meetings held during one fiscal year
(which runs July 1 through June 30 of
the following year.)

The Farmingtn Hills City Charter.
adopted in 1973, provides for removal
of an elected official if the councit
member fails to attend six consecutive
regular meetings of the council with-
ot being excused by the council.

While the Hills charter fails to spec-
ify grounds for removal of an
appointed official. the Farmington
charter provides for removal of
appointed officers of boards or com-
missions miss four consecutive meet-
ings or commissions under the same
considerations applied to elected offi-
cials. unless excused by the council.

CHARLOTTE BRUCE, a member of
the Farmington Planning Commission,
oranked the cily competition by
missing five of 13 meetings conducted
thus far this year. Two of her counter-
parts in Farmington Hills also have
truancy records, according to public
minutes.

Hilts Planning Commissioners
Edward Andries missed seven of 15
meetings between Jan. 5 and June 8,
while Charles Teichner missed six
meetings.

Attendance of elected officials. how-
ever, reveals better attendance.

Councilmen William Hartsock and
Warren Buckler have unblemished
records for regular meeting attend-
ance thus far in '78. Ralph Yoder
missed three of 14 regular meetings,
one absence on account of iliness. He
and Mayor Richard Tupper each
missed two meetings which occurred
during their vacations.

Councilman Alton Bennett also
missed one meeting due to vacation.

Farmington school board members
Emma Makinen and Michael Shpiece
recorded perfect attendance thus far
this year, while Shpiece was the only

o member who attended all regular
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As far back as 1976, both City Mgr.
George Majoros and his assistant,
Mike Dornan, were aware that Mrs.
Lowe was involved in alleged irregular
practices by the county housing divi-
sion and informed County Executive
Daniel Murphy.

The irregularities were first noted
by Dornan when George Roberts, a
loan applicant from Farmington Hills,
complained about the quality of work
being done on his house in 1976. It was
discovered then that a painting sub-
contractor, Steven Lowe, was Mrs.
Lowe’s husband.

It also was discovered that Tim Ash-
ley—who inspected the work for the
county and established the cost to
have to work done—was an employee
of Aztec Construction Co.. the firm
which did the work on Roberts” home.

Ashley was on leave from Aztec to
work for the county.

While some council members knew
of the alleged application fraud. none
knew that Dorman and Majoros were
aware of Mrs. Lowe's involvement in
the rehabilitation of Roberts® house.

MRS. LOWE WAS fired by Oakland

‘The radio tower that Larry Gordon
stands at half mast awaiting the fate of a zoning

‘I think we should

have been informed

about this for our opinion. We could have
done this in an executive meeting dealing
with personnel at least to get the benefit of
other persons’ thoughts.’

-Earl Opperthauser

County earlier this year but won back
her job after going to circuit court.
She quit soon afterwards and was
hired by Farmington Hills.

She is an unindicted co-conspirator,
according to county prosecutors,
because she will be a witness in the
county’s case against Donald MacK-
enzie. former deputy director of com-
munity development.

Both Majoros and Dornan this week
stood by their hiring of Mrs. Lowe,
saying the work she did for the city
kept her away from involvement with
contractors. She processed claims for
persons making application to reha-
bilitate their homes, according to
Majoros.

Majoros and Dornan said they were

planned to erect
Allen Schlossberg)

amendment in Farmingtop Hills. (Staff photo by

waware of the county charges until
they appeared in newspapers last
month.

“We were careful to insulate her
from the problems in Oakland
County.” said Majoros. “*She had noth-
ing to do with contractors.” Majoros
admits he “-agonized™ for a long time
before hiring her. but said she knew
the program well and was qualified to
do the work.

Dornan said he looked for other per-
sons to fill the slot but found none
more qualified than Mrs. Lowe.

“We knew what we were getling
into.” said Majoros. “We didn't hide
her. Her name was on fliers and in the

paper.” .
Majoros said he found nothing

i

Peace Corp recruit gains dream

When Julia Tully was a little girl,
she had a dream not usually shared by
children.

She wanted to join the Peace Corps.
For years she sent for every brochure
the organization offered and waited
until she was old enough to join.
Through her years at Harrison High
School, she wanted to sign up.

Last year, at the age of 20, she
signed up for the group at a time when
its popularity seemed to be in decline.

But she discovered her waiting
wasn't over. Her original assignment
to join a malasia eradication team in
Columbia was canceled when that
country withdrew from the program,

So the determined Ms. Tully waited
another year for the Peace Corps. In
the meantime, the Marygrove College
graduate enrolled in Wayne State Uni-
versity Law School and completed her
first year of study before being reas-
signed by the Peace Corps.

Her idealism remained undam-

“I'm idealistic. I want to make a
change,” she said.

After being resssigned by the organ-
ization, she recently left her Farm-
ington Hills home to organize a food
Emperative in the Dominican Repub-

IC.

AFTER organizing the cooperative
she will act as its resident nutritionist.

As the nutritionist of a small town,
she will be in contact with between
200400 families. The town will have -
about 800 infants, according to Peace
Corp statistics given to her.

In addition to performing the regu-
lar duties of a mutritionist, she will be
faced with the task of teaching the vil-
lagers to perform such precautionary
stegs as boiling water before drinking
it, Ms. Tully said

Her new assignment has left her

+ with mixed feelings.
i “P'm really nervous. It took a year
“10 get this assignment, But I also like

the responsibility.”
Embracing responsibility is some-
thing that she believes was little prac-
g:?ﬂlg the generation that grew up in

But she also recognizes that the
PerzCorp lost some of its potential
membérs from that generation
bechuse many of the young saw the
ization as an arm of American
m.

Befdre she her recent departure to
her new assignment, she was Jooking
foreward to the training session in

“I'll have to do a lot of homework.
And I'll meet a Iot of the people who
will be involved in similar programs
for the next two years,” she said.

After her stopover in Miami, she will
be flown to her assignmenand further
training, |

v

VISITS to & nutritionist working in
the field, and. to the surrounding vil-
lages will familiarize the new recruits
with their duties. Ten weeks of
intensive training will include courses
innutrition and health.

On the eve:of her departure,
MaTully was enthused about the
Pesce Co:

ps.
“We're lucky we have such an
organization,” she said.

if a postal strike pre-
vents you from mailing
your.news release or your
Farmington Observer
advertising blll, please do
the next best thing and
deliver them to our office.

The Farmington
Observer office is in the
Plum Hollow Office Park in
Southfield. We are 6n Nine
Mile just west, of Lahser.

Our address is:

22170 W. Nine Mile
Southfleld 48075
352-5400

wwsual about not informing all coun-
cil members about Mrs. Lowe's back-
ground. saying thal numerous persons
were hired thorughout the year for
various jobs and that council members
were probably only familiar with 15 or
S0 city employees.

Majoros added that a person
shouldn't have to suffer for past deeds
forever and that not everyone hired by
city hall has to have a perfect record.

BUT COUNCIL members expressed
concern that they hadn't been
informed of Mrs. Lowe’s past before
she was hired by the city.

I think we should have been
informed about this for our opinion.”
said Councilman Earl Opperthauser.
“We could have done this in an execu-
tive meeting dealing with personnel at
least to get the benefit of other per-
sons’ thoughts.™ .

Opperthauser claimed this was the
first time he had heard about any of
the charges against Mrs. Lowe.

Other members unaware of Mrs.
Lowe's background were Keith Dea-
con. Joe Alkateeb and Jody Soronen.

~I'd certainly be shying away from

a person like that.” said Deacon when
informed of Mrs. Lowe’s independent
contractor status with the city.

Mayor Jan Dolan said she spoke
with Majores about Mrs. Lowe’s back-
ground but that she was unaware
Majoros and Dornan knew of Mrs.
Lowe's involvement with the work at
Roberts” home.

1 don’t think anyone on the council
knew about that, ™ said Mrs. Dolan.

“'George (Majoros) did inform me of
ber problems with the county before
hiring her and it didn't sound like the
best thing to me. ['ll admit that 1don't
feel comfortable with her in that posi-
lion." said Mrs. Dalan.

Council member Joanne Smith said
that although she didnt know of Mrs.
Lowe’s background until after the hir-
ing, she felt that a person is innocent
it proven guilty.

1 think she should be given a fair
chance. From all accounts she is doing
the job for which she was hired.” she
said.

Council member Cathy Junes said
she was aware of Mrs. Lowe's back-
eround and refused to comment fur-
ther about the case.

‘Radio tower bid

raises static
with residents

A Farmington Hills ham radio oper-
alor’s unsuccessful bid for permission
1o erect a 72-foot tower and antenna in
his backyard has signailed a* drive to
amend the city’s zoning ordinance.

Under the proposed amendment.

operators would be allowed to
erect towers up to 75 feet high before
being forced to go before the Zoning
Board of Appeals 1ZBA) for a vari-
ance.

That amendment is causing static
ameng homeowners worried about
decreasing property values. inter-
ference with their television reception.
safety and the aesthetics of living near
a72-foot radio tower.

The plan is the subject 6f a Farm-
ington Hills Planning Commission pub-
lic hearing st 8 p.m.. July 20. in Farm-
ington Hills City Council

radio tower is boiind to lose some of its
value. according to Mrs. Jones.

After the Joneses and uther neigh-
bors spoke against the tower at the
November meeting. the Zoning Board
of Appeals turned down Gordon's
request. He then decided to move on to
the Planning Commission and work for
an amendment.

During the first appearance of the
proposal at the Planning Commission.

Farmington Hills  Homeowners
Associaton came out against the move.

Homeowmers representative Robert
Anzlovar said that the existing zoning
codes require ‘all new subdivisions be
built with underground utilities. Home-
owmers are buving property in sub-
divisions wihtout high obstruetions.
Some pay an extra price to move into
a ision with undk utili-

. Under the proposal. which first must
be passed by the Planning Commission
before being forewarded to the city
council for ultimate approval. the
radio towers height would be
restricted by the size of the owner's
lot. .

TOWERS must be built so that if
they fell, the structure would land only
o the owner’s property. accordinging
o Farmington Hills City Attorney
John Donahue.

While ham operators are applauding
the move for higher towers. some resi-
dents are rallying aginst the action.

They would prefer the city maintain
its present height limit of 25-feet for
the towers. The same height restric-
tion applies to church spires and
chimneys in the city.

The move toward raising the height
limit began quietly last summer when
Larry Gordon. 46, decided to experi-
ment with a larger radio tower for his
ham equipment. A ham operator for
about“2'z years. Gordon was using a
33-foot high-antenna-when he decided
to switch.

He began by circulating a petition
around his Old Farms subdivision
neighborhood, asking for .approval of
the mave toward a 72-foot tower in his
backyard. Eleven of his neighbors
signed the petition between June and
August 1977.

By the time his hearing before the
Zoning Board of Appeals came up in
Navember. Gordon discovered that
several of his neighbors had second
thoughts about the project.

AMONG THEM is Iris Jones, whose
husband Michael signed the petition.
Both of them are opposing the amend-
ment,

“Asthetically, my objection to hav-
ing a tower in my direct line of vision
that looks like a scaled down TV-2
tower and is twice as thick as a tele-
phone pole is that it’s not my idea of
beauty,” said Mrs. Jones.

Ste explains that her husband mis-
understood the petition when Gordon
presented it to him. The Joneses, like
some of their neighbors, are con-
cemed about the effect of the tower
on television reception and property
values.

A house which has a view of a large

ties.

Increasing the height limit of radio
towers would be contrary ta the exist-
ing city code. Anzlovar said.

" Objections to his plan took Gordon
by surprise.

By the time the zoning board had
rejected his request. he had spent
about $2.000 in installing the cement
base of the tower. He was confident
that the board would look at his peti-
tion favorably and grant his request so
he decided to install the cement base
before winter frost hardened the
ground.

ALTHOUGH HE believes that some
ham operators in the area constructed
their towers without consulting the
city. he wants to follow the authorized
route to gaining some sort of legal
approval.

[ didn't want to do it that way
(without approval). | wanted to build a
free standing tower without guy wires
becatse it’s safer.” Gordon said.

*The cheaper ones require wires but
the wires are a safety hazard for
kids."” he said.

In addition to his rejection by the
zoning board. Gordon was told to read-
just the height of his original 33-foot
high tower. which was against city
height limits.

~It was there for four years and
nobody cared,” he said. The antenna
was originally used for his Citizen's
Band radio.

One advantage of his proposal would
be a decrease in the number of vari-
ance request ham operators put before
the zoning board. he says.

Area ham operators agree that the
75-foot limit would be adequate for
their needs. The towers would be safe.
argues Richard Painter. of Farm-
ington Hills.

“The towers are structures and
should be as strong as a house. If an
apartment can be five feet from the lot
line and not fall so will a tower. its
design and safety can be predicted.”
said Painter. 61.

HE SAYS he has been involved in
ham radio since 1336. A Hills resident
for four years, he refused to move to

(Coolinued on page 12A)




