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Deadlock seen over tranmsit plan

By TIM RICHARD

The 87 split which elected Livonian
Edward H. McNamara chairman of
the Southeastern Michigan Transpor-
tation Authority board tells two impor-
tant things about the future of public
transit:

*The suburbs have a majority.

*Because it will take 10 votes to
decide a major capital plan, it may be
that neither a light rail rapid transit
plan nor the ali-bus alternative
favored by some suburbanites will
Wave a majority. There may be a
deadlock when the SEMTA board next
week tries to make its final choice
from among seven alternatives it has
been analyzing for more than a year.

McNAMARA. mavor of the fifth

targest city in Michigan and a SEMTA
board member for a year. defeated
Dwight Havens. who as first vice-
chairman had been in line to get the
chairmanship.

Havens is the recently retired presi-
dent of the Greater Detroit Chamber
of Commerce. Although he is a Grosse
Pointe resident. his chamber affilia-
tion places him squarely, in the
“Detroit™ camp.

Supporting McNamara were: all
three Oakland County representa-
tives—Jaseph P. Bianco Jr.. Henrg M.
Hogan Jr. and R.J. Alexander: two
suburban Wayne votes—McNamara's
own and DeWitt Heary of the down-
nver area: two Macomb County repre-
sentatives—Charles Chalghian and
Thomas Tomlinson: and Marilyn

Refreshingly different

Technology's relentless advance seems to know no bounds as this
vending machine in a Plymouth Township party store illustrates.

{Staff photo by Gary Caskey)

Traffic safety signs

Motorists traveling multi-lane high-
ways are given advance notice of “left
turn only”* and ““no left turn™ lane des-
ignations by internally lighted “case™
signs hanging betweeen traffic lights.

According to John R. Gnau Jr..
chairman of the Board of Oakland
County Road Commissioners. the signs
are readable from 300 feet away. and
are an important part of modem tech-

mology contribting to traffie safety.

The signs cost from $148 to $284
each. he said. depending on whether
they are for one lane only or any com-
bination up to all four ways. The road
commission recently awarded the pur-
chase of 40 case signs to Lauren Asso-
ciates. Inc. of Birmingham. at a cost
of $8.500.
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Thayer of Washtenaw County.

Henry's vote made the difference.
Henry was elected to the SEMTA
board by the Wayne County Board of
Commissioners last month. replacing
Art) Mullen. 2 Grosse Pointer
downtown Detroit business inter-

ests.

Supporting Havens were: five
Detroit representatives—outgoing
chairman Tom Turner. Dauris Jack-
son. Rudy McCullough. Robert Millen-
der and Richard Platt: his own vote:
and George Lahodny. an appointee of
Gov. William Milliken who was for-
merly with Detroit Edison Co.

MOVING UP from second vice-

chairman to first vice-chairman was
Hogan. former co-publisher of
Observer & Hccentric Newspapers
who is currently launching a national
suburban publication.
Named second vice-chairman was
Mrs. Jackson. a Detroit teacher
trainer and an elected member of the
Wayne State University Board of Gov-
ernors.

EDWARD H. McNAMARA
A shift at SEMTA

In a show of unani
too late. the board passed a resolution
m:sk\_ng the chairmanship election
unanimous.

THE BOARD is scheduled to decide
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25341 MICHIGAN AVE. (Comer of Guley)
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Tuesday—if il can—among three bat-
ches of alternative transit
the seven-county region. Th

*The theoretical “do-nothing
native—no improvetment or ex|
of services. It is the standard auainst
which the others are being measured.

*Two “low capital” allernatives
One consists of expanded commuter
rail service o Pontiae. Ann Arbor and
Mt Clemens. a people-mover syste
in downtown Detroit. improved regu-
. and 195
¢s. The second would he
the first plus 80 express
buses in the Woo fward corridor.

*Four “Tight rail” alternatives. with
various portions underground. Light
i a modern version of the old
streetear. with one to three
atrain

The linht
cauwsed great poli
the past two vears
burban politicos condemn it
cost. contending it would eat up
almost all the S60 million capital
grant pledued by the federal govern-

alternatives have
al controversy lor

hands suburbanite SEMTA gavel

ment in the dving days of the Ford
administration

Detroit vor Coleman  Young
wints 1t because it would bring con-
struction jobs to the and would
avord splitting the city freeways
have done,

Several suburban board members
wha once tavored a rnl rapid transit
system have cooled m the last year or
tw. sturied by the igh e
construction costs They 3
strong prospect that the Carter admin-
astration. which wants to balance the
tederal budget by 1981, will put up no
nwre thin the pledeed 3600 million
awith the state putting up 3150 million
or 25 per centr. With that kind of
money. SEMTA would be unable to
extend rapid transit hnes  bevand
Detrot city limits

Young. however. s optmistic he has
the political clout wigh Carter 1o pry
out more money

leanwinle. SEMTA General Mar
let m W
meetng with me
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DAY CAMP
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For further information:
Contact: Mr. Gene Reilly
Director of Summer Camps

646-7717
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Special Summer Selling !

Exceptional value for a contemporary fixture. See-through globe with 150
watt capacity. Provocative. Peppy. Clean design. Ideal for kitchen, dinette
or breakfast areas. 16 inch diameter. REGULARLY $54.70. . .THIS WEEK
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