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Allow time to savor Toronto’ colorful melange

Story:HELEN ZUCKER
Photo: JACK ZUCKER

it’s that time of year. The urge to
fliag your suitease into the trunk and
drive away for a weekend is too strong
toYyesist.

Toronto is both near enough, and
foreign enough to satisfy the urge. It's
anlexciting city to visit.

The streets are filled with well-
dressed people hurrying through tem-
porary construction turmels and work-
ers'in hard hats are everywhere. The
aif hums with jackhammers, gong
bajls knocking down the old and trucks
ramblingover cobblestones onto new
roadways. Ancient markets and
chlurches do business as usual. Shop-
pers and visitors walk over planks into
modemn interiors housed in old stone,
or ultra-modern interiors housed in

THERE 1S MORE HAMMERING a
block away from O'Keefe Center,
home of the National Ballet of Canada
and the Canadian Opera Company,
and around MasseyHall, home of the
‘Toronto Symphony Orchestra.

0ld fish and vegetable markets,still
doing business in half their indoor”
stalls, are undergoing conversion to
modern bakeries, restaurants. Preser-
vation, through changes to modern
equipment, lighting, and packing will

- leave the old markets relatively intact.

Changed, no doubt, but relatively
intact,

Chinatown seems to be dying,
thoughChinese restaurants abound
among the Hungarian, French, and
Japanese sections. There is an amaz-
ing shopping aracade called *China
Court” on Spadina and Dundas. It is a
full-blown, baroque version of Louis B.

Mayer's dream of a Chinese shopping
center. It's a movie set, put up and left
for good in the street. Though Chinese
in conception, it's like something out
of “The Godfather"—over-ripe, too-
well equipped with pagodas, curving
arches, green and red dragons, splash-
ing water, curving stairwells, shops
selling woks, chopsticks, teapots,
hangings, groceries, and millions of
plants that curve like the stairwells of
this Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer three-level
concourse. (I thought I dreamt I saw
this place, but it’s on the official Guide
Map, so it must be there).

MY FAVORITE PLACE was the
Kensington Market on Spadina. On
Saturday mornings, every nationality
that ever walked this earth turns out
to shop here at the wonderful bakeries,
exceilent and unbelievably

inexpensive cheese shops. People mill
about, buying spices from around the
world, fish from Lake Ontario and live
chickens clucking in coops. Blocks are
lined with bins of blanched almonds,
golden raisens, pine nuts, lentils and 12
kinds of rice.

And suddenly there are socks,
dresses swinging on racks, umbrellas,
throw pillows, $2.50 for one I saw here
for $12.) and a lot of marvelous things
all jumbled together. Orchard Street
in Manhattan and Eastern Market in
Detroit are very pale versions of the

ington Market.

After this, laden with cheese, lug-
ging a $9 antique mirror, I don't ques-
tion its “authenticity because, it’s too
nice. I went to the Art Gallery of
Toronto. 1 checked everything and

much to see—a lot of Henry Moore and
Barbara Hepworth sculpture and
drawings, an enormous retrospective
of Pierre Alchensky.

really nice genre work, the picture
seemedto reflect my three day visit in
this busy, lively city. Like Tissot's
gentleman, I walked about gazing and
wondering what was going on behind
THE GALLERY I LIKED BEST had  all the glass windows.
a random collection of post impres-
sionists, Augustus John's *“The
Marquessa Cassatti,” in particular,
and James Tissot's “The Milliner’s
Shop.”

T am sure there are other sides to
Toronto, as there are to all places.
Thevisitor, of course, gets the best
view. Even so, there are places I
haven't enjoyed half as much. I could
easily have stayed for three weeks
instead of three days and found more
to see, do, and bring home.

If the urge to travel to Toronto grabs
you—don't resist.

‘The latter is a lovely painting of a
busy millinery shop, a gentleman out-
side gazes through the window at the
ribbons and clutter, wondering at the
business inside the little place. A

LIVONI
BUILDING MATERIALS CO.

gabled, old fronts.

planned to rest. But there was too

NEW BUILDINGS RISE in every
difection, in fact, they seem to be
growing before your eyes. The land-
scape seems to change overnight.

This part of Toronto is, of course,
the very busy downtown Hudson-Bay,
Bloop Street area, near Yorkville,
where more new shops have probably
been built in the last few years than
anywhere in Canada. But bookshops,
antifjue shops, speciality shops of all
kings flourish all over the city.

And the sounds of hammering and
buifding are just as loud around the
City Hall area. Nathan Phillips
Square, home of the new City Hall,
nlike many buildings built in recent
yedrs, has a scaled-to-people feeling
with benches, shrubs, tubs of flowers,
best of all perhaps, the low, ovehang-
ing front of the City Hall jtself.

Above it are two,half-rounded build-
ings, unequal in size, facing in on each
other, over a rounded dome. Legisla-
tor’s meet inside the dome. It looks like
a believable meeting hall—a place
where people can hear and see each
other, perhaps argue with each other
without a constant feeling of being so
large that “‘the eyes of the world are
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In Stock:
Plain Whits .§59.95 30” x-96”

Colors.
Gold Travertine
and White Marble..................
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WALLBOARD (pry wan
0 4x12
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FIREPLACE tiles clean quickly when you
use salt and a half lemon, then wash with
soap and water. Use the lemon as the appli-
cator. Serub up those unused basement
things and sell them with 2 quick Observer
& Eccentric Classified Ad.

upan you.
There is a nice, open bustle about
Toronto that has long been absent
froin New York, Chicago, and, alas,
Detroit. At night, one sees people
strolling, families and women out
ing. Even late at night, no one
ruiis, but rather amble.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

OAKLAND COUNTY
ROAD COMMISSION
ORCHARD LAKE ROAD
- WIDEN TO FIVE LANES
North of Twelve Mile to Will-O-Way
In the City of FARMINGTON HILLS
--and WEST BLOOMFIELD TOWNSHIP
- (PROJECT NO. 2817013)

WE WANT

-  YOUR OPINIONS

= Your Board of Oakland County
= . Road Commissioners Invites
“Your,Comments on the Proposed
FIVE LANE PAVING of ORCHARD LAKE
ROAD in FARMINGTON HILLS and
TWEST BLOOMFIELD TWP.

~We invite all interested citizens and elected
“ofiicials to express their views on this project in
time for such views to be considered in design
of final constructon plans.

For this purpose, we have scheduled a
PUBLIC HEARING

"DATE: Wednesday, August 2, 1978

s TIME: 7:30 p.m.

+ PLACE: Farmington Hills City Hall, 31555 Eleven
. Mile Road (at Orchard Lake Road) Farm-
R ington Hills, Michigan 48018

: WHAT IS PLANNED

* We will present the environmental impacts, altema-
« tive treatments considered, and the design concept
«lor grading, drainage, and five lanes of paving
+ between a point north of Twelve Mile Road and Will-
. O-Way Street, a distanca of 4.2 miles (6.8 kilbme-
+ ters). This project is fo be funded with Federal Aid
+ Urban System program monies.

PROJECT LOCATION

. =l
WHEN IT COULD HAPPEN
- Construction is tentatively planned for between June
1 1, 1979 and November 30, 1979. Right-of-way acqui-
* sition is tentatively planned for between February 1
+ and May 30, 1979, Private contractors' bids will be
invited, with bid letting tentatively planned for May
283, 1979.
: HOW YOU CAN BE INVOLVED
+ Your attendance at the public hearing will give the
: best opportunity for prasenting your views regarding
the social, economic, environmental Impacts of this
. proposed project on the area involved. However, we
- welcome your written statements or exhibits sub-
. mitted in place of, or in addition to, oral statements at
" the hearing for a period of ten days after the hearing.
. _MORE DETAIL IS AVAILABLE
The hearing is called in accordance.with the most
urrent federal, state, and local requirements. Copies
f prefiminary maps, drawings, and environmantal
; evaluation are available for public insoection and
- copying at the Oakland County Road Commission
. offices, 31001 Lahser Road, Bimmingham, Michigan
s 48010, also at FARMINGTON HILLS City Hall,
» 31555 Elevan Mile Road, Farmington Hills 48018 or
i al WEST BLOOMFIELD TOWNSHIP Hall, 4460
Orchard Lake Road.

WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD
TO HEARING FROM YOU
BOARD OF COUNTY
ROAD COMMISSIONERS
] John R. Grau, Jr,, Chairman
[ Wiliam M. Richards, Vice Chairman
Fred D. Houghten, Commissioner
BY: John L. Grubba, Managing Director

Publshed: July 3, 1978 and dy 20, 1978

Outdoor market on Dundas Streetisa marvelof miscellany.
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ALL ‘78 MODELS PRICED TO GO
JUST ARRIVED 1978 PLYMOUTH VOLARE

DRIVER EDUCATION CARS
2-door/4-door wagons

o 5195

1978 I.eBAROI!
AR MY

1978 PLYMOUTH TRAILDUSTER

4-wheel drive models now in stock.
Immediate Delivery

Tepestry Red with matching trim and full vinyl
top. Air conditioning, tinted gless, 318 V-8, auto-

matic, power steering & brakes. reateon xss33u N:‘g:; '
35853 Stock No. 126 .
225 slant 6 sutomatic, power steering, bucket
1978 PLYMOUTH seats, vinyl 10p, rear window defraster.
ARROW Stock No, DEG032

SALES — SERVICE
LEASING DAILY RENTALS
OPEN MONDAY and THURSDAY ’til 9 P.M.

1978 HORIZON

4-speed automatics

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
BANK FINANCING

142 E. Walled Lake Dr.

from 347990 H CAR OF THE YEAR
Stock No, 802 T E CA R STORE RY NOW AVAILABLE
FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

624-8600

WHERE YOU ALWAYS GET SER VICE, PRICE AND MORE!

Walled Lake, Michigan 48088

MOTOR TREND’S

Plymouth

SUPER SAVINGS

ON
ALL '78 MODELS




