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Curtain goes up on Silverdome’s Mini-Dome

The largest theatrical curtain in the
world has been hoisted into place in
the 80.500-seat Pontiac Silverdome.

The curtain, which hangs in 75-foot
panels 30 feet wide {rom a cable-truss
system stretching across the 50-yard
line, will be used to reduce the size of
the Silverdome for events such as pro-
fessional basketball games, tennis
matches and music concerts:

Some 5,000 square vards of polyester
loop knit material were used to pro-
duce a royal blue curtain which cost
$72.000 installed, and which weights a
ton and a half.

When the curtain is in place. the
reduced portion of the stadium will be
called the Mini-Dome.

IT WILL BE used for the first time
at rock concerts on Aug. 12-13 when
the Electric Light Orchestra. cur-
rently in the midst of a world tour.
plays on a bill that co-stars Heart.

Michael Tinik 11, vice president of
Brass Ring Productions, which is put-
ting on the ELO/Heart concert, called
the giant curtain “'awesome."

“This will permit us a completely
new dimension in Programming musi-
cal concerts.” said Tinik. “In the Mini-

Dome configuration we'll be able to
sell up to 37,000 seats—all of them
reserved and all of them with unob-
structed view of the stage. And we've
eliminated the ‘festival seating’
arrangement that has caused so many
problems in the past.

“Because the distance from the
stage to the farthest point of the
audience is only about half of what it
wuuld be if you used the whole sta-
dium. the acoustics will be consid-
erably improved.™

Gerry Baron. director of promotions
and public relations at the noted the
curtain should alow securing more
concerts for Pontiac.

“It allows us to create a setting
that's much more intimate for con-
certs. And it will allow us to go out
now and solicit musical events that we
were not as well-equipped to handle in

the past.” he said. .

Mike Micuda. who served as project
engineer for the stadium, explained
that hanging the 75-foot-high curtain
would have been easy if the Silver-
dome had a fixed roof. But because it
has an inflatable fabric dome instead.
the problem of hanging the curtain

Four Tops return
Home for shows

The Four Tops have brought their
blend of harmony and rhythm home,
through Saturday, for a six-day
engagement in DB's Club at the Hyat
Regency, Dearbomn.

The Tops have repeatedly surpassed
the million mark in record sales with
their hits: “Baby I Need Your Lovin,”
“Reach Out—I'l Be There,” “Still
Waters Run Deep” and “I Can't Help
Myself.” The Four Tops (Ronaldo
“Obie” Benson, Duke Fakir, Law-
rence Payton and Levi Stubbs) also
write their own lyrics and music.

‘The international stars were discov-
ered by Motown great Berry Gordy in
their own Detroit and are received
with great enthusiasm by fans
throughout the world during mumerous
tours abroad.

Future plans for the Tops, according
to member Duke Fakir, include a new

Lounge adds

Dancing has arrived at the Detroit
Plaza’s Celebration Lounge with the
disco music of Celebrity. performing
back-to-back with the show group. The
Forum Delegation, through July 29.

Featuring Janice Franco as the lead
singer, Celebrity's four-member band
specializes in the keyboard. bass and
drums. Appearing along with Celeb-
rity. The Forum Delegation is a group
whose musical repertoire ranges from

album release this fall on the ABC
Records label and a major motion pic-
ture. The Tops will star in the film
titled “The Fish That Saved Pitts-
burgh” and record the sound track
produced by Tom Bell.

SHARING THE same production
team of the box office smash “Car
Wash,” “The Fish That Saved Pitts-
burgh” is scheduled for release this
winter,

The Four Tops will perform two
shows nightly at 8 and 10:30 Monday-
Thursday and $ and 11:30 Friday and
Saturday.

Upcoming acts in DB's Club include
Marty Allen, Mary Macgregor, Billy
Eckstine, and Marily McCoo and Billy
Davis, Jr. For reservations and infor-
mation call 593-1234, ext. 2311,

disco sounds

the Big Band era to popular ballads.
The Celebration is open 5 p.m.-2
a.m. Monday-Friday and 7 p.m.-2a.m.
Saturdays. Drinks are half-price dur-
ing the Celebration Hour, which is 5-8

became complex; there were no raft-
ers.

“We had a very hard time finding

material that was just right,”” Micuda
said. "It couldn’t be teo heavy. but it
had to have substance. We made an
extensive search and did considerable
experimentation before we found what
we necded.”

THE PANELS ARE hooked to the
cables while the panels are on the
ground. and then the cables are win-
ched tight. lifting the curtain panels
into place.

‘The curtain spans 402 feet. It cost
$72,000 and was raised in place Friday
for the first time since being installed
last April.

When the curtain is in place. it can
cut the stadium exactly in half at the
S0.yard line, or the winches can be
moved al 28-foot intervals in either
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direction to allow still more flexibility
in setting up the facility for a variety
of sporting or musical events.

Publie demand for seats at the ELO

Sevenly—ﬁve-loot-high curtain divide
mini-dome for other special events.

concert with special guest Heart in the
Silverdome on Aug. 12 were so strong
that an extra date was added.

Robert Fox, president of Brass Ring
Productions, said, “ELO is having tre-

mendous Successes wherever it goes
on its current tour, and fans in the
Detroit area are responding in such
large numbers that we'll need two per-
formances to satisfy them all."

Tickets for the Aug. 13 concert went
on sale Monday at the Silverdome box
office. All seats are reserved,

Both the Aug. 12 and 13 perform-
ances are scheduled for 8 p.m.

s Pontiac Sitverdome in half, reducing its football-field size to a

ELO IS PACKING in audiences
wherever the British group appears. It
has a $300.000 stage especially built for
this tour. and it features such mecha-  *
nisms as smoke machines and lasers.
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Information on Riden & lustruction.
Slide show & films frve to groups
Call {313) 3998977
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in Birmingham's Continentel Market |5

210 S. Woodward = Downlown Birmingham -
Open Mon.-Sal. 11 a.m. - 11 p.m. 644-5277

Delivered fresh daily

SPECIAL 7 N

" s

oo > Sea Shell

MENU Sr :
Y

NG
TROY AREA’S NEWEST
RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE
ENTERTAINMENT
689-1258 Call now for Reservation £Rl. & SAT.~RONNIE BELL|

1686 John R. at Maple (15 Mile) 37 ;'::\ i,'n"":;nz:
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Chinese und American Food
Exotic and Delightful funcheor.s and
Cantonese Style inners
Private Rooms
for Receptions
and Parties
108 Ky ATIOnS
gty
M1 47576
Open Moo-Thurs. 1130 am. 1o 1030 pan.
Fi. & Sat 1120 am. 1o 1130 pm. » Sun. 12 pm. 10 10 P
855 N. Woodward Ave. Bumingham

pm. Monday-Friday. There is no
cover and no drink minimum.

The lounge is located at the base of
the atrium on Promenade Level in the
Detroit Plaza Hotel.

Serving the finest in
_Chinese & American Cuisine

* Luncheons ¢ Dinners ¢ Carry Out Orders
Chinatown Style Welcomed
Open 7 days.o waek
Mon.-Thurs. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.; Fri. 11 a.m.-11 p.m.
Saf. 12-11 p.m.; Sun. 12-10 p.m.

l

- FOR THE PRICE OF
FROM 4 P.M. TIL 7 P.M.
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY.
» LIWE ENTERTAINMENT WITH
* JOHN MALLON &
- ALL OF US FroM
9P.M.TIL2AM.
. MONDAY THRU
SATURDAY.

469 S. Woodward, Birmingham A
- 644-2913 @fg

2TALLCOOL DELlCllOUS DRINKS
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Tuesday & We y Night Sp H X
ROAST PRIME RIB H Appearing... R :
$650 H July 24 .29 E :
We invite you to e_xpedrieqce egmli:gsaal‘i sn:; L‘IART‘Y E '
i esigny H :
o s P vl T 1 of 0036, H ALLEN R
For exquisite dining in a gracious atmos- H dl
phere, be our guest. H Hl-~
* Complimentary Hors D'Oeuvresl With Dinner. H APPEARING NEXT '
* Soup & Salad Bar included With Every Entree eMary Macgregor  +Billy Eckstine  «John Gary B
* Chef's Specials Nightly o July 31 - Aug. 5 Aug.7-12 Aug.14-19 Hl
, H Music by Johnny Trudell's Orchestra ol -
FOR RESERVATIONS AND EASY TO FOLLOW H
pIREcTiONS CALL 353-8144 A oo ey Hl
Located in the American Center Building, Southfield Moo, thre Thurs.'6.00 o o @@ H -
Dinner Hrs.:  Tue. theu Sit. Lunch:  “Mon. thru Sar. H Plus two drinks per person RESERVATION SUGGESTED 593-1238 Hl-
from 5:30 pom. 1530 10 3 pom, M FiandSat.-'8.00 CallMon. tuw Sat, S AM. 05 P, (WQSRILE| H
H Plus two dricks per pesson Hyatt Regency Dearborn H
H
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Kingsley Inn

HOTEL
Would like the pleasure of hosting your next banquet
or party. Call us today. Our experienced staff,
headed by Mr. Frank and Mr. Rino, will personally
oversee all arrangements and details.
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: ALL NEW AND TERRIFIC P CANTONESE & Amsmcnsl:oon - B
: JAPANESE STEAKHOU o
i FA A A EXOTIC COCKTAILSe y— PLIFLJRDIN
b b
. $MILE & NORTHVILLE AOADS E Carry-outs on Chinese food - Closed Mondays ! on Telepraph Road
call (313) 459-4500 CHINESE: LUNCHEON 11 A,MAP.M.R 530 P between and 13 Mile
FOR MEETINGS AND JAPANESE: LUNCHEON 11 -2 PAL, DINNER 5030 PM, 6421373
BANQUET PLANNING K 16825 MIDDLEBELT AT 6 MILE, LIVONIA Migor Credit Cands Accepted
. Reservations Accepted 127-3111 %
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Nothing Like it Between
San Francisco & New York
Brumch, ot Qaagwa/

10:30-3:00 P




