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Thursday, July 20, 1978

Polished show revives ‘4 Touch of Spring’

By BARBARA MICHALS

July might sound a little late for ‘A
Touch of Spring,” but the point of
Samuel Taylor's romantic comedy is
that it is never too late to let the heart
rule, tolearn to feel rather than think.

The current production at Will-O-
Way Repertory Theatre is a revival of
a successful show of two years ago
and reunites most of the princpals.
The original fine performances have
gained considerable polish. The show,
which runs weekends through July 29,
is a pure delight.

Taylor’s witty dialogue satirizes Ital-
ian inefficiency, British reserve and

rican provincialism. Along the
way, it also takes swipes at television
comrnercials, Italian movies and
American embassies. The laughs are
frequient, but the play never loses its
tone of light-hearted romance.

“This is Italy—land of blue skies and
red tape.” sardonically remarks
Sancly Claiborne, a somewhat stuffy
. Louis businessman who has come
to Italy in search of his father’s body.
‘The: elder Claiborne, recently killed in
an auto accident while vacationing in
Italy. has somehow been *‘mis-
pleicead” in a tangle of government
re: qulations.

ONCE THE BODY is located, secur-
in g permission to export it from Italy
lcoms as another insurmountable
Obstacle to the hurried American.
Sandy's domineering wife. disgusted
at lalian inefficiency. packs up and

heads home, leaving him alone in-

Tome.

Enter Baldo, an Italian “profes-
¢sional assistant™ sent by the American
‘Embassy. and Alison Ames, A British

Review

dish. Alison has been searching in vain
for the remains of her mother, who
died in the same car as Sandy’s father.

‘Thethree decide to join forces for an
assault on 2,000 years of Italian
bureaucracy. The first decisive step?
A leisurely lunch, for everything in
Rome closes tight between 1 and 4
pm. Sandy is outraged at such a
waste of time, but, when in Rome . . .

Before long both Sandy and Alison
have fallen prey to the romantic
charms of Rome in the springtime.
‘Their budding love affair has been
actively coaxed by Baldo's seductive

wEings. -

Baldo willinglyadmits to being the
serpent in their Garden of Eden, per-
suading Sandy to take abite of the
apple and shed his mid-American
inhibitions. **Vice is a part of living,”
he instructs.

JACK CORTES IS marvelous as
Baldo, the exuberant pleasure-lover
for whom life is an endless round of

i 5" ive face

of the role. Miss Heard makes Alison
appealing but not cloyingly sweet, and
she handles the British accent deftly.
As Sandy, Steve Pyykkonen is the one
principal new to the show, but the role

seems to fit him like a fine Italian
glove. He ably projects Sandy's vul-
nerability as well as his forceful busi-
nessman stance.

Eileen Weiss is highly effective as

Sandy's iron-willed. slightly shrewish
wife. Hal Doyle is amusing as Mr.
Wesley, the bungling young third sec-
retary from the American Embassy
who Lrips over his own feet as much as

he trips on Italian red tape.

OTHER SUPPORTING roles are well ~
filled by Vaughn Heard as a lecherous -
Italianmovie director and Mike Rose *
as an aged. creaking hotel waiter.
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rte:
and effective use of body English
enhance his comedic talents, as when
he attempts to seduce a horrified
Sand;

ly.
Another memorable moment is
watching the effervescent Italian vis-
ibly defizz under a telephone barrage

from Sandy's wife.
Attractive Kathy Heard does an out-
standing job as Alison. She is poised
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CHINESE BUFFET

served Fri.. Sat.. Sun. Evenings.

WEEK NIGHT SPECIALS

SHRIMP—CHICKEN—RIBS
e & B B S
Mon. thry Thurs“,‘eérii)

Features all varieties of your favorite Chinese
and Cantonese dishes. All you can enjoy

$4.50

Testadas
Enchiladas
Quesadillas
Burrites
Taquites
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Fred Waring presents
his new musical show

SHANGRI LA WEST
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Fred Waring and his Pennsylvanians
step into the Meadow Brook Music
Festival spotlight Friday to present
their new musical show this season,
“It's All About Love."

Waring, now his 63rd

ter. The grounds are open two-and-
one-half hours prior to concerts for
picnickers and Trumbull Terrace
diners. -

'm—ee types of food service are
ilabl plete table service

yer in show business, has been’

referred to as “An American Legend.”
‘Through the years, his group of Young
Pennsylvanians have recorded more
than 1,500 songs and have put together
some 100 albums.

The Pavilion is practically sold-out
with only a few seats remaining; lawn
tickets are still available.

‘The performance begins at 8:30 p.m.
in the outdoor Baldwin Palvilion on the
Oakland University campus in Roches-

Music sparks

A festival to commemorate the Con-
stitution of Puerto Rico will be con-
ducted by the City of Pontiac in con-
junction with the Latin Affairs
Division and the Puerto Rican Social
Qlub.

The festival will be held at the festi-
val grounds adjacent to City Hall

- (Aubum Road and E. Wide Track
Drive) on Sunday. The event will start
at 1 p.m. with a parade from the Pon-
tiac Place parking lot that will follow
along E. Wide Track Dr., N. Saginaw,
8. Saginaw. Aubum Road and will end
at City Hall where a flag ceremony

LD. CARDS AEQUIRED WHERE APPLICASLE

MGUIES PRUDENTIAL TOWN CENT|

BOX OFFICE OPENS 30 Min PRIOR TO SHOWTIME

offering full-course meals in the Cafe
Prominade (reservations required);
steak, chicken or ribs and a serve-
yoursell salad bar in the informal
Steak House Buffet; and snack food in
the Concession Tent.

Tickets may be purchased at the
Festival Box Office or at any Hud-
son's, Sears, Montgomery Wards or
Grinnell's ticket services. For dinner
reservations and additional ticket
information, call 377-2010.

Latin festival

will take place at 2 p.m. with state.
local and national dignitaries.

Following the ceremonies the festi-
val will be continued until 9 p.m. with
live entertainment. Jaime Velez will
keep the rhythm with the Latin beat
Salsa. The festival also will feature
Rosendo Garcia and the Blue Notes,
The Spades. Jerry Paul and Los Pacil-
icos and the Ballet Folklorico Puer-
torriqueno of Detroit.

International food tents will be
opened to the public 11a.m.-9 p.m. and
trophies will be awarded to the best
car or float in the parade.
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IT'S FOREVERYONE! (Pa)
Daily 1:05-3:00
5:00-7:00-9:00
Starts Friday

“STAR WARS”

1:30-4:00-7:00-9:30

2 STARTS FRIDAY, JULY 7th
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with subtitles
1:15-3:30-5:30
7:30-0:30

IWe've prepared a special mem in
celebration of the Ann Arbor Arts
Fair, featuring such creations as:

VENUS & ADONIS
by Annibale Carraci 1607
Peaches courting Belgian Endive,
chaperoned by Creme de Kirsh

~
AFTERNOON IN BARCELONA
by Roberr Motherwell 1958
Sauteed Veal served Spanish Style
complemented with peppers and

olives. . .ENJOY!
~

COMPOSITION
by Salvador Dali 1931
An arrangement of Amaretto,
Orange Slices, and Whipped Cream,
accented with Almonds

t 1-94 o Ann Arbor « 761-7800
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. Tony Curtis
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Winner of 7 Academy Awards!
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All seats §1.50 for
first 2 performances only.
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