By MICHAEL MATUSZEWSK1
Customers of the Detroit water and
mr sys;erf can look forward to a
e and lower-than-expected sew-
age bills starting in September.
Presiding. over the settlement of a
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) suit against the City of
Detroit and its water and sewer
. Federal District Judge
John Feikens ruled the water board
overcharged Detroit and suburban
customers during the past year.
Accqrding to an agreement between
Detroit and suburban officials
Wednesday, an g
of $8 million to $9 million will be
returned to suburban customers. The
agreement was reached late Monday,
The rebate will be credited against
water and sewer bills starting Sept. 1.
There is no way yet to determine the
average homeowner's rebate. .

THE SETTLEMENT also outlined

reductions in sewage treatment rates
set last October by the Detroit Water
Bnaxd{] and confirmed by the city coun-
cil.
Sewage treatment rates for most
suburbs had been expected to go up
July 1. For most suburbs, including
those in Wayne and much of Oakland
counties, the rate was to have
increased from the 1977-78 level of
$L.72 per thousand cubic feet to $2.08
per thousand cubic feet.

Instead, the rate will go up to §2 per
thousand cubsic feet.
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Suburbs wi vage rate case -
For residents of the Cliton-Oakland In addition to ruling suburban cus- Suburban custemers will also have
Sewage Disposal District—which  tomers could not be overcharged, o pay $1 million to the Gity of Detroit
includés most of West Bloomfield Judge Feikens ruled the city couldno  for police and fire protection of the
Township, Avon Township and Oak-  longer build a facilities depreciation treatment plant, which Pays no taxes,
land’s northern suburbs—the rate was  factor into its rates. i ‘The $1 million is a compromise. The
to have increased to $4.43 per thousand ‘The plant and main sewers, Feikens suburbs at first offered about $500,000,
cubic feet. Instead, it will rise to §3.72.  ruled, were paid for by federal and  The City of Detroit originally asked for
state grants—not from Gty of Detroit  $1.5 million.
OAKLAND COUNTY Drain Com- funds. . Feikens and three court-appointed
missioner George Kuhn, who led the Feikens ordered Detroil to use a  “masters" will continue to monitor the
county into the fight against the  “cash” system in making rates—what  water board's rate structure until at
Detroit Water Board, called the settle- it paid out in cash for salaries, sup-  least 1980. It will moritor the board’s
ment a major victory. plies, principal and interest on debt. ' compliance with a timetable for con.
“The problem is, who cares about The city had been using a “utility”  struction of a new master sewage
water and sewage treatment,” Kuhn, System, charging off noncash deduc-  treatment plant until at least 1980,
said. “But people should care. We're  tions for depreciation in addition to the ‘The EPA sued Detroit on charges
talking about big dollars. That’s why ~ other charges. lha,t) its bsevvage plant, which serves 78 -
've got big bills going to your Suburban communities, was
Tomes S0 018 ills going oy WHILE THE SETTLEMENT, WeS 2 inadequately trealing sewage and po. ;
While the refund and change in the ~ Victory for the suburbs, Oakland luting the Detroit River,
rate structure are important to the ~ County and other suburban plaintiffs ~ From the settlement came some
customers, Kuhn said, the settlement  did not win on all counts. X 47 million in federal grants to .
set a number of precedents. ‘They were unsuccessful in changing  improve the system. The federal
“For the first time since 1941,"  the membership of the Detroil Water  money covered 8 per cent of the
Kuhn said, ““there’s been an intensive, ~ Board, which is currently composed of  improvements. Te local 20 per cent
ouside review of the Detroit Water four Detroit and three suburban repre-  share is coming from the new, higher
Board. This is the first breakthrough  Sentatives, all appointed by Detroit treatment rates,
on ratemaking methodology we've Mayor Coleman Young. Water rates were unaffected.
ever had.
“For the first '.lme the water boagd ‘lex&mamsﬁ:mammommm@‘
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Our Summer Glearance of Quality Autire
For Men Continues, With Such Bargnins As:

WERE

WERE

...8UITS . ..

. SPORT COATS . . .

...SLACKS . ..

...215.00 NOW.. 112.00

...100.00 NOW... 45.00

WERE .. .37.50 NOW... 15.00

. . . DRESS SHIRTS . ..
WERE. .. 23.50 NOW...10.00

8E SURE 7O CHECK OUR
KRAZY BOX FOR OUTSTANDING
BARGAINS.

...SHOES ...
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at 20% Savings

OAK AT SOLID SAVINGS.

Pictured Vis just one of the dining groups

COMFORTABLE STYLING WITH A HINT OF
QUEEN ANNE IN SOLID PENNSYLVANIA HOUSE

bedroom and “occasional
living room pieces in
Cherry and Oak

APOTHECARY CHEST

ONE TIME OFFER o

ONLY $109

Comparable Value
$1%9

“YOUR FULL SERVICE STORE"

Genercas Storaside Porking

SAVE $656 on mirs. sugg. retail price of group shown.

Table, 40" x 60" exts. to 90°
Queen Anne side chair.
Queen Anne am chair.
61" China cabinet toj
61" Buffet base.

Mobile serving bar...

FREE at our store!

The Pennsylvania House
Collector's Book. A $7.50
Valus. 288 full color pages.
Hundreds of decoraling ideas
for every room. Just come in
and ask for your copy.

STEWART GLENN CO.
ot no extre chorge for
Coretl Inspacion & Set-Up .
Courteous Delevary Servics P

This lovely 3 drawer chest in B
select Cherry is a limited edi-
tion, one-time offer. It can be a '
night table, an end table or N
used fo brighten up a foyer. o
This introductory offer will R
introduce you to Pennsylvania .
House. Its small size and good i
looks give it a versatility any- N
where “in the house. And its
small price makes it too good
to miss.

Dimensions: w15" D13" H22"



