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Birmingham loses HUD grant

Citizens react to fund cutoff

By MARY CONNELLY-SZCZESNY

It's likely Birmingham officials will
continue to oppose federal regulations
that the city provide subsidized low-
income housing.

As a result. the city may have little
chance of regaining $98.850 in federal
funds it planned to receive this fall.

Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD)
announced Monday that Birmingham
has lost the money. obtained through
HUD’s community development block
grant program. because of the city's
refusal to provide subsidized housing
for low and moderate income families
and the elderly.

To regain the funds. HUD says the
city must provide a housing program
similar to one proposed in a referen-
dum overwhelmingly rejected by
voters in April.

If the city doesn't show its com-
mitment to supply such housing by
Jan. 15. the money will be distributed
1o other Oakland County communities.
HUD officials said.

The HUD action marks the second
time this year a Detroit area suburb
lost community development funds. in
February, a federal judge ruled
Livonia was ineligible to receive
nearly $600.000 in community devel-
opment funds because of its failure to

New pastor

Father Don Holtgrewe, OFM, will
become the new pastor of St. Michael
Catholic Church in Southfield, replac-
ing Father Alfard Hudepohl, OFM.

Father Hudepohl will become pastor

build new low-income housing.

The 1974 federal law that established
the community development program
requires all recipient communities to
take some steps to meet the housing
needs of low-income residents.

Birmingham has received commu-
nity development funds for the past
three years.

THE BIRMINGHAM CITY commis-
sion is not expected to comply with

's funding requirements since a
majority of commissioners elected in
April based their campaigns on opposi-
ton to subsidized housing. Three pro-
housing commissioners were sub-
sequently recalled from office in May.

“They're (HUD) telling us they
don't give a damn what people voted.”
city Commissioner Gary Kain said at
Monday's commission meeting. “They
want us to reverse administratively
what people decided at the-polls."

Mayor Robert Kelly said Birming-
ham will “survive” without the
money. if HUD does not respond favor-
ably to the city's efforts to regain the
funds.

The city plans to ask several mem-
bers of the state’s congressional dele-
gation in Washington “to aggressively
oppose”™ HUD's action and “stand up
on their hind legs to say we deserve
the money and have earned it.”
according to Kelly.

for church

of St. Mary Catholic Church in Meta-
mora, IIL.

Father Holtgrewe, a native of Cin-
cinnati, has spent most of his 15 years
as a priest in pastoral work.
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Otfering you:

(Announcing the Opening of

HARp
cHiRopRACTIC
cinic

a wholistic approach to health

spinal biomechanics & engineering

modern x-ray facilities

nutritional & exercise analysis & counseling
physical examination & stress testing
health lecture every wednesday at 7:30 pm
extended care unit for the chronic & aged
all insurance companies accepted

family corrective & preventive health care

““Chiropractic Builds Natural Immunity”

Support may also be sought from
Oakiand County. which distributes the
block grant money to county commu-
nities under 50,000 in population.

Commissioners are also considering
possible legal action to regain the
money.

THE $98.850. which would have
become available Oct. 1. was ear-
marked for park development in the
Forest-Chesnut-Hazel-Elm street area,
for code enforcement. low interest
home rehabilitation loans and grants
and administrative costs.

HUD's decision to withhold the com-
munity development funds was con-
tained in a letter to Oakland County
officials who act as middlemen in
administering the federal program.
‘The federal agency said that Birming-
ham's failure to supply subsidized
rental housing was affecting the
county’s housing goals.

HUD charged that because Birming-
ham voters rejected 202 subsidized
housing units for elderly and families
in April. the county was 33 per cent
below its 1977 housing goals.

“This shortfall is significant. serious
and conclusively demonstrates the det-
rimental effect of Birmingham's
action upon the county's housing
assistance plan performance.” HUD
area manager Stephen Brown said in
the letter.

Birmingham officials rejected
HUD's allegation. The city’s grant
administrator Kelley Sweeney said
that it was 'not very well justified.”

BIRMINGHAM VOTERS rejected
construction of a 152-unit subsidized
senior housing complex last spring.
The project. funded through the Mich-
igan State Housing Development
Authority (MSHDA), would have
required the city to also provide sub-
sidized housing for 75 low to moderate
income families. MSHDA's con-
troversial Lwoto-one ratio led to‘the
downfall of the senior housing project.

Mayor Kelly maintained that Bir-
mingham is pursuing construction of
senior cilizen housing,

1 don't know what kind of black-
mail to call this—social, political or
beauracratic.” Kelly said of HUD's
action. “These people are putting us in
the position of hurting those in the
community who really need it.

~We have nothing to be ashamed
of.” Kelly said of the city's housing
programs, “We have a program sec.
ond to none in the county. ™

The city has had a housing assist-
ance program for low and moderate
income families for a vear and a half,
Kelly said. Nine families are receiving
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GRAND- OPENING SPECIAL
ELEGANT TRADITIONAL SOFA

Enjoy it in your choice of cotton velvets, nylon velvet prints or
decorative jacquard print — all at the same price.

© IN-STOCK INVENTORY ® YOUR CHOICE OF FABRIC

PECIAL ORDERS OUR SPECIALTY  ® 5 YR, GUARANTEE Regular
STOM WORKMANSHIP * 5000 DECORATOR FABRICS $49
# BUYING DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER SAVES YOU $$ 9.95

Tha Sofa Tactory

18245 W. 8 MILE
Detroit, Mich.
MON. THRU THUR. 9 - 6

533-0811
FRIDAY9 -9 SAT.9.4

$329%

2 Blks. West of Southfield

rent assistance through the city’s cur-
rent program. according to the mayor,
who added that HUD regulations pro-
hibit offering aid to more resid

Kelly charged that rent limits set by
HUD are below fair market rent:
Birmingham and that consequently
landlords are reluctant to accept sub-
sidized renters.

We're being criticized for providiny
something the markel place won't
allow.” Kelly charged.
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Enclosure is extruded screen construction
and fully convertible to glass at a later
date; roof, cement and installation extra.

*Save on materials only Sale ends August 25th-Untimiled Sale items available!

Open daily9- 7
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Sun.12-4
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Low Budget
Terms

26400 West 8 Mile Rd.  Southfietd, Mich. 43034
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Tired of waiting

for solar incentives?

Try Ours!
save

$500

From July 11 Through August 9

Here's your chance to be less dependent upon tr:

nal, high priced limited

sources of energy and save $500 up front in the bargain. From July 11 through
I\II%LISI 9. Grumman is offering $500 off the suggested list price of our model
AST and FST Sungt sofar domestic water b

! you have to do is call our toll-fi o

toll:free call or a 15

You've read about proposed governmental incentives. Ours is here and now!
In those states where there tre other tax incentives it means additional
savings. -

Act now! The $500 is only the beginninﬁ. Your investment today will mean
savings in your monthly fuel bill thereafte: i
nearest ipati
ex

v. To receive the names of your
cipating dealers, return the coupon or call: from New York
York City and Long Island) toll-free 1.800-832.5186; from all ather
free 1-800-645.5072%; from New York City and Long lsland 516-737.

: To: Grumman Energy Systems, Inc.,
{4175 Veterans Memorial Hwy..
Ronkonkoma. N.Y. 11779
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GRUMMAN Sunstream™

The rellable source 3505 E. Walton Blvd.
Pontiac Twp. 373-9200

the 8th.

1 « Change in bowel or
bladder habits.

8.» sore that does not
heal.

3. Unusual bleeding or
discharge.
4.Thmkznmg or lump
in breast or elsewhere.
8. indigestion or arh
culty in swallowing.
G-Ubvmus change in
wart or mole. N
7. Nagging cough or
hoarseness.

8.4 fear of carcer that
can prevent you from
detecting cancer a2 an

able. Everyone's afraid
of cancer. but don't let
it scare you to death.

% Amarican Cancer Soclety|

| ose

save
energy

Leave your fireplace
damper open in

the summer.

Itis a heat-escape
vent and you'il lose
no cooled air
upwards. But be
sure the damper

is never left open
in cold weather.
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So come in early,

Stephen-Bruce’s

Clearance Sale On
he Finest Suitings

Created For Man.

We're getting ready to clear our racks for our fall fashion lines, so we are having our
Summer Clearance on the finest designer names in men's fashion. Names like: Lanvin,
Hardy Amies, Phoenix, Rubin Bros., Ralph Lauren, Groshire and Botany. We invite you to
examine these quality suitings.
patterned suits crafted with impeccable taste. And here's the good news,
the prices on these elegant creations from 20 to 50%

You'll find an impressive selection of solids, Stripes and
we've reduced

Off during our Summer Clearance.

the cost of dressing up was never lower at Stephen-Bruce Ltd.
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Values from $175 to $345.00
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