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Proposal would drop tax allocation board

Fixed millage faces rough road
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like a tax increase,

A proposal calling for the estab-
lishment of a fixed, uniform 16.46-mill
county-wide millage and the abolition
of the tax allocation board will be on
the Aug. 8 ballot.

Oakland officials are fearful that in
an atmosphere where anything resem-
bling a tax increase is likely to be shot
down by the voters, their fixed milla ge
proposal faces tough sledding.

The tax allocation board currently
apportions’ 45 mills to the county,
townships, the intermediate school dis-
tricts and local school districts.

While 15 mills is considered the pre-
sent limit, some Oakland County com-
mumities pay more. Some residents of
Avon Township, Oakland Township,
South Lyon Township and Novi Town-
ship pay 16 mills or more.,

Under the fixed millage plan, county
officials say, the 15-mill figure would
jump to 16.46 mills—an increase of
$1.46 per every $1.000 in state equal-
ized valuation,

That millage would be apportioned
as follows: 5.26 mills for county oper-
ations. 9.5¢ mills to the local school
districts, 1.41 mills to townships, and
25 mill to the intermediate schoo!
district.

THOSE ALLOCATIONS, said James
M. Brennan, director of management

will.’

-County Budget Director James Brennan

and budget for Oakland, are the ceil-
ings under which the county, town-
ships and intermediate school districts
would have to operate,

Local school districts, of course,
could levy their own millages.

But, Brennan explained, local units
could opt not to use ali of their allo-
cated millage and could cut the tax
rate.

Oakland County could, for example.
cut its 5.26-mill allocation to 5.23 mills
or 5.2 mills.

“Townships and school districts can
also cut their millages,” said Patrick
Nowak, Oakland County’s expert in
inter-governmental relations.
“They've got the advantage of having
their elected boards contro! their own
millages.”

THAT IS A drastic change, Brennan
said. Under the present system. the
tax allocation process, which Brennan
calls *'useless,” determines how much
each unit gets.

“We're talking about a disincentive
for efficiency,” Brennan sai ‘That's
what we've got now. If you don't spend
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your allocation, someone else will.”
He explained that under the current

tax allocation system, most units feel

forced to make complete use of their

" annual allocations. If they don't use all

of it, Bremnan said. they face the
chance of losing part of it the following

yef';der the present system, he said.
“somebody’s savings become some-
body else’s bonus.™

Brennan conceded. though. that
some school districts would find the

Birmingham, Farmington and Avon-
dale would get 1.4mill increases.

Brennan reminded that the school
districts, like the county and inter-
mediate school districts. did not have
1o levy all the additional millage. West
Bloomfield has “indicated that if the
fixed millage proposal is approved, it
will reduce its upcoming four-mil tax
renewal by 1.4 mills.

BRENNAN ALSO pointed out that
the incorporated cities in Oakland
County would not have to
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mills set aside for the

many laxpayers,” he said,

only the possibility of .05-mill increase.
“That's only a possibility.”  +

SEMTA providing

service to

The Southeastern Michigan Trans-
portation Authority (SEMTA) will pro-
vide bus service to five area Metrop-
arks—Metropolitan Beach.
Kensington, Lower Huron. Stony
Creek and Willow—effective immedi-
ately. The service runs through Oct.
3L

parks

ings, and 72 hours in advance for
weekend trips. All reservations will be
taken on a first-come, first-serve
basis. Groups will be combined with
other groups or individuals as needed.

To arrange a trip the following steps
are recommended:
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Reg. $69.95 49-95

These timeless Breuer
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The bus service will be in operation *Choose three or four alternative qua;ity or?a!ura! catﬁg
weekdays between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.  dates and times which would be con- seats and backs

and 69 p.m.: weekends. between 9
am. and 9 p.m. Round trip bus fares
are $L10 per person when paid in
advance. and $1.25 tin cash) when paid
the day of the trip.

The service is “demand-planned.”
which means passengers must call a
central dispatch number to make a
trip request and the reservation agent
will schedule the trip. Reservations, or
cancellations, must be made at least
48 hours in advance for weekday out-

venient for you.

*Determine the number of individ-
wals in your group and the name of the
contact person and telephone number.

*Determine a central pick-up and
drop-off location which your group can
use. Individuals will be directed to a
convenient central location to restrict
the number of stops and make the trip
as short as possible.

+Call SEMTA. 362-1160 or 362-1161 to
make a reservation.
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