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Opera theater plans

announced

Michigan Opera Theatre will open its eighth sea-
son at the Music Hall Center with Bizet's **The
Pear] Fishers" on Sept. 29.

Soprano Leigh Munro will alternate the role of
Leila with Carmen Balthrop. Rico Serbo will alter-
nate the role of Nadir with John Sandor, and Jake
Gardner will portray Zurga.
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Also highli the season with be Catherine
Malfitano performing her first Violetta in “La
Traviata” performances of “Show Boat™ and
1 Paglia in a double bill with the American
opera, “The Emperor Jones™ based on the Eugene
O'Neill play.

The Michigan Opera Theatre Orchestra will
make its debut with Tark D. Flint, resident music
director, conducting *“The Pearl Fishers.”

Leigh Munro, whose career started in musicals,
proved an ovemnight sensation when she sang the
role of Lina in Sarah Caldwell's production of
Verdi’s “Stiffelio.” With one day’s notice, and no
orchestra or stage rehearsal, Miss Munro took
over for the ailing Anna Moffo. Facing an
audience that expected Moffo and not Munro was
challenge enough. But by the end of her perform-
ance, she had won a standing ovation,

Alternating the role of Leila will be Carmen
Balthrop, nationally acclaimed for her perform-
ance of the title role in Scott Joplin's ““Treemo-
nisha” in Houston, Kennedy Center and on
Broadway.

MISS BALTHROP, who made her Metropolitan
Opera debut as Pamina in “The Magic Flute" por-

for season

trayed Micaela in MOT's “‘Carmen" last season.

The lush batik designs of artist Dennis Cigler
will provide the inspiration for set and costume
designs by Robert Joeal Schwartz, who recently
executed sets and costumes for MOT'S production
of “The Tender Land.”

Dominic Missimi, who directed last season's
Carmen’ and Bernstein's *The Mass" for Music
Hall, will direct.

MOT will present the original “Show Boat™
opening on Oct. 27. This will mark the 50th anni-
versary year of this great music and the Music
Hall Center (where it played in 1933). This was the
first of a new breed of musical'which dealt with
serious subjects such as interracial marriage and
desertion.

Catherine Malfitano will return to MOT to sing

- Violetta in Verdi’s “La Traviata" opening on Jan.

12. 1979. Her previous roles at MOT were Lucia in
““Lucia Di Lammermoor" and as Catherine Sloper
in the premier of **ashington Square.™

Altemnating in the role will be Pamela Myers,
and also appearing as Germont, will be Brent
Eillis who portrayed Morris Townsend in “‘Wash-
ington Sqaure.” Tenor Barry McCauley will make
tis MOT debut as Alfredo and the production will
be directed by Christopher Alden.

The fourth offering of the season is the com-
bination of “I Pagliacci and “The Emperor
Jones™ set to open on Feb. 9, 1979.

SOPRANO Marianna Christos will return to
MOT in the role of Nedda. She has performed
major roles with the Boston and San Francisco

ras.

John West, last seaon’s Don Jose in “'Carmen,”
returns to portray Canio. Charles Long, New York
Gty Opera baritone. makes his MOT debut as
‘Tonio.

The double bill closes with “The Emperorer
Jones™ a rarely seen theatrical tour-de-force that
premiered with the Metropolitan Opera in 1533,

Donnie Ray Albert will do the title role, his MOT
debut, as the self-proclaimed emporer who takes
over a West Indies island. Rhoda Levine will
direct both “I Pagliacce™ and “Emporer Jones.™
Sets and costumes for the double bill will be
designed by Neil Jampolis.

David DiChiera, general director of Michigan
Opera Theatre, said the new orchestra will add an
exciting element to the season,

*“The artistic quality of all our productions will
no doubt be greatly enhanced,” he said. “We're
also very pleased to continue to delve into the
French repertoire and to expand our commitment
to American opera.”

Seaon tickets, priced from $9 to $50, are avail-
able by calling 963-3737 or writing Michigan Opera
Theatre, 350 Madison Ave., Detroit 48226. Student
and group discount rates are available.

WSU alumni slate trips

Former students of Wayne State University may
attend a series of special events planned by the
university’s alumni association.

On Friday. Aug. 18, an excursion to Meadow
Brook for the Cleo Laine concert will include a
catered box lunch with champagne, bus transpor-
tation and lawn seating.

September events include a black history tour to
*“Uncle Tom's Cabin" in Dresden, Ontario on Sept.
24 and a Sept. 30 dinner theater trip to the Black
Sheep Tavern in the Irish Hills.

On Oct. 7, the association will sponsor its third

annual Michigan Wine Tour—an all-day trip to the
Paw Paw area.

Nov. 17 has been set for Harvest Hoedown.
which includes a hayride, spaghetti supper and
square dance at Hayride Lodge in Rochester.

Two December events will celebrate the holi-
days. On Dec. 9. the association has booked
Meadow Brook Hall for a dinner party and tour.
On Dec. 15, the Clinton Inn has been reserved for a
Yuletide Evening in Greenfield Village,

For more information call Alumni House on the
WSU campus at 577-2166.
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Outstanding Public Auction

Collection of 18th & 19th century Amencan & English furniure. paintings.
bronzes by or after Clodion. Kauba, Dalin. Barye. Mene, eic . Orental
bronzes, fine Oriental carpets, Georgian & other silver, pantings. ar glass
Chinese export & other porcelain, jeweky, clocks, including a ighly

e unusual perpetual motion clock. Proper-
ties belonging to: Charles H. Gershenson
of Southfield: Carl F. Wales of Detrod;
Mrs. Frederick M Whiney of Grosse
Pointe, Mr. & Mrs Fobert Stevens of
Royal Oak & other owners

SALE
Saturday, July 29 at 11 a.m.
precisely
PREVIEW EXHIBITION
. Thursday, July 27 from 3 p.m.
B 10 8 p.m.

Friday, July 28 from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m.

Siarver & Boos. irc acts soely as a
Consignors ana gans none cf the
atauctor

Highly tmportant Chippendate wing back am-
chalr, Philadelphla 1750-1760 Willlam Savery,
maker, Gl Scout Loan 3 1828

Tigstrated Catalogus: $5.00; $8.50 postegs paic.

Jtalker & Boos,Inc.

280N. WOODWARD AVENUE  BIRMINGHAM, MICHIGAN 48011
Visit our Antiques, Rare Books & Gift Galleties

{313) 6464560

Save up to 20% on an Exciting Collection,
of America’s Favorite Ethan

open Mon., Thurs. & Fri. il 9

Allen Furniture!

Ethan Allen for every room in your home! Each piece is y crafted, from originals dating back to
America’s beginnings...and translated into the 1978 maod! Enjoy savings on selected fumiture items throughout our Ethan Allen
Gallery including these three handsome room groupings. The Bedroom and Dining Room are Ethan Allen Georgian Court cherry as
only Ethan Allen can do them! The Ethan Allen Living Room (center) has Georgian Court cherry tables as accent pieces. Come in
now and Save!

The 18ih Century design heritage of our Geargian Court Din-
ing Room is beaulifully at home in a 20th Ceatury home.
Shield-back chairs in Hepplewite style blend graciously with
the scroll-carved Queen Anne legs on dining table and
sideboard.

* 44" x 66" Oval Table (opens to 102" with 2 aproned leaves)
and 4 Shield-back Side Chair SALE §1148.50
5-pieces, Reg. $1357.50.. .

o Shiefd-back Arm Ch: SALE $179.50

» 66" Sideboard and 66~ 1189

eg. .50..
hina Cabinet,
SALE $999.50

Your living room is a stage where you entertain your friends, a
haven where-you and your family refax, a home entetainment
center for reading, music, lelevision and so much more. That's why

hand: quality fusnishi re so important for that
room. Ethan Allen has the answers with a sale collection o make
your living room livable and entertaining! ‘

Qur Geargian Court bedroom is the perfect blending of Iraditional
18th Century shapes and designs. The pencil post canopy bed,
dresser, pediment mirror, chesl and night table are faithfully repro-
duced in solid cherry and selected cherry veneers.

 Tub Chair, Reg. from $319.50....
Commode Lamp Table, Reg. $279.5(
84" Crescent Sola, Reg. Irom $749.50. .
-abriole Drop Leafl Cocklail Table, Reg. $279.50..SALE $229.50
* Hi-Back Wing Chair, Reg. from $319.50.......SALE from $259.50

« Triple Dresser, Pediment Mirror, Full-size Poster Bed and Canopy

SALE from $259.50
Frame {As Shown): SALE $229.

MEMBER

4-Pieces, Reg. $1463....
« Same with King-size Bed &
. 4-Pieces, Reg. $1728
® Chest on Chest, Reg.
* Night Table, Reg. $249.50 ..

Sale Ends Sept. 2nd
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644-7370




