2AF)

Thursday, July 27, 1978

Elephants put a new wrinkle in trans

By LOUISE OKRUTSKY

_Elephants, those rather large gray
dreus pachyderms with a penchant
for painting their toenails red and hid-
ing in cherry trees are coming to
Farmington.

As surely as riders will be able to
smell the peanuts on the breath of the
plucky creatures, adventurous visitors
to the Farmington Founder's Festival
can fulfill their fantasies of perching
on the back of Rudyard Kipling's
beasts of burden.

The elephants will be lined up and
waiting until Saturday afternoon in
front of Bob Saks Oldsmobile, Grand
River.
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The three Astan elephants owned by
Murray Hill of Missouri were
imported from Thailand about 12
years ago, according to Denise Hill.

That’s about the time the Hilis
switched from raising chimpanzees to
showing elephants. Their chimps were
featured in a Chicago television show.
“Chatter's World.” in the late 1950s
and early '60s.

.

BUT THE chimps were replaced by
elephants after the Hills received a let-
ter from an Asian animal importer
offering them a baby elephant.

‘They planned 10 sell the elephant but
that scheme fizzled when they discov-
ered that the market for the creatures

Disco dancing
is festival feature

Area residents will be rocking to a
new beat at this year's Farmington
Founders Festival, as the disco sound
hits town.

AS a new attraction to this year's
festival, disco dancing will be featured
from 7-10 p.m, tonight in Chatham
Square on Eleven Mile and Middlebelt,
and from 7-10 p.m. Friday at World
Wide Center on Grand River west of
Gill. A live band will perform at Chat-
ham Square while a disc jockey will be
on hand at World Wide.

was almost non-existent.

With a bit more knowledge about
animal sales and a baby pachyderm to
care for, the Hills began to show the
animal,

‘They discovered that people may not
want to buy but they like to browse.

The original elephant, now 14, even-
tually joined by two others which are
now 12and 13 years old.

All of them are Asian elephants
which the Hills believe are better iook-
ing than the African variety.
Obviously, even elephants can be
beautiful, or at least appealing.

“African elephants have big ears.
They're skinny and they have long
legs. Asian elephants have smaller
ears and are more compact and
they’re nicer looking," said Mrs. Hill.

Each of the Hills' wrinkled boarders
keep up their strength by downing
between six to eight bales of hay daily.
They shy away from meat, preferring
to munch down on lettuce, vegetables,
bread and grain, according to Mrs.
HIll

ALTHOUGH THE ELEPHANTS are
vegetarians, Mrs. Hill cautions that
even non-carnivores can be dangerous.
Elephants possess an uneven temper.

“They're very dangerous unless you
know how to work around them. No

dressed in tutus for “Fantasia.” ele-
phants make difficult traveling com-
panions.

Hill chains them into a semi-trailer
and plans his trips around a day’s
worth of travel from his Missouri

me.

Th at way, he doesnt have to
wrestle with the problem of excercis-
ing the elephants while on the road,
Although traveling with them poses
problems, Hill has been driving them
to different engagements since May. a
patient Mrs. Hill said.

But she’s accustomed to it.
“I've been married 24 years and
that’s how long I've been in the animal
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9 area students
attain honors

Nine students from Farmington and
Farmington Hills achieved a 4.0 grade
point average during the spring term
at Michigan State University.

Julie A. Gannon and Charles W.
Krueger, both of Farmington. made
the list of all-A students. Those from
Farmington Hills are: Keith J.

business, " she said.

After Farmington, the elephants are
scheduled to appear in Akron, Chio, in  caution.
August. Please. don't tickle the ivories.
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The event was added to give a more
diversified entertainment for different
interest groups. says festival chair-
man Terry Sever.
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ELECTRONICALLY SPEAKING

one was ever hurt by our elephants but

you have to watch them,” she said.
Hardly the good-natured buffoons of

the animal world that Walt Disney

Dreyer, Kenton C. Green, Sina S. Haz-
reci, Karen Kalajian, Keith M. Ste-
vens, Robert L. Stoler, and Therese
Zappala,

pre-"

Elephant power is far from being an alternate source of energy but
the young at heart have a chance to try out Tarzan’s version of a
wood-paneled station wagon at the Farmington Founder's Festival.

WHO KNCOWS BETTER THAN

Lafayette

24010 futcTronics & associars stoats

29400 Orchard Lake Rd. -
FARMINGTON @ 626-4595

e Daily 9:30-9; Sunday 11-5

NEW OPENING
at .

Mona Yisa
Flowers & Plante
FREE
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Opening this Fall
Farmington Hills Nursery School

Offering Pre-School & Kindergarten
Program for Children ages 2'2 to 6

Open All Day
7 am. to 6 p.m.
25225 Middlebelt

between 10 & 11 Mile
¢ Opposite East Jr. High
S

® Small Plants

® Tropical Plants
* Fresh Flowers
® Pots and Vases

24359 HALSTEAD

IN CONCORD CENTER

FARMINGTON HILLS
478-4848

For information
call 476-3110

How much did you pay in !
checking account service !

. Charges last month?
Checking account statements are usually mailed about this time

each month and it is easy to determine your cost (if any) as the
service charge'is normally listed as a separate item.

Compare this cost to Metro Bank's low checking account service -
charges that are easily understood and apply to both business and
personal checking accounts: )

Accounts averaging
over $299.00
NO CHARGE

Accounts averaging
under $299.00

$2.50 per month

If you are now paying service charges greater than $2.50 per
month a Metro Bank checking account can save '0U_mone)
Accounts can be opened easily and quicKly af ether o
Bank's offices serving the Farmington Community.

Low Checking Account
Service Charges-one more
good reason to bank with

Metro Bank

METROPOLITAN NATIONAL BANK

OF FARMINGTON
FARMINGTON'S ONLY COMMUNITY BANK
Locally owned-Locally Managed-Locally Staffed

Farmington Hills Office Famington Office’
27500 Farminglon Road Telephone 553-4200 33205 Grand River

MEMBER - FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION

SELIG COLLECTION OF
FINE QUALITY SOFAS,
LOVESEATS AND
SWIVEL CHAIR AT BIG
SAVINGS—LIMITED TIME!

choice of
choice of sofa $ 9 loveseat $299 swivel chair $ 1 99
reg. $530 reg. $460 reg. $310

You can count on Towne & Country Interiors to bring you outstanding values. .. these are some of the
best we have been able to capture in many years. You have a choice of 2 sofas and 2 matching
loveseats. Each piece will be custom-covered in your choice of dozens of decorator covers in a wide
array of colors, textures and patterns. The swivel chair is perfect to complete your room setting and
comes in a choice of covers to blend with your sofa and loveseat fabric choice. At these special saie
prices, you'll want a complete room grouping...all in the fabric and color you prefer. Quantities are
limited, please come in soon for choice selection.

Use our convenient charge plan,

Visa or Master Charge.

Towne & Country i

Open daily 10-g — Wed., Sat. 10-6

" Dearborn—23500 Michigan Ave.—East of Telegraph—565-3400
Bloomfield—4107 Telegraph Rd.—at Long Lake Rd.—§42-8822
Rochester—1110 S. Rochester Rd.—In Winchester Mall—652-3500




