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SEMTA votes to save itself

By TIM RICHARD

Alfter more than two years of study-
ing technical altematives, the board of

the Southeastern Michigan Transpor-

tation Authority made a frankly poli
cal decision.

The SEMTA board Tuesday voted
132 to “sharpen the focus™ of its 1990
rapid transportation plans by picking
three preferred plans from a field of
seven. The board had intended to
make a tentative final selection.

system with commuter rail improve-
ments, a light rail plan for Woodward
with only the downtown segment under
ground, and a light rail plan under-
ground from downtown to Six Mile.
With that selection, Macomb,
Detroit and everyone else are still part
of SEMTA. still talking to each other.

McNAMARA and other SEMTA offi-
cers had spent much of the last week
negotiating with regional and state
political leaders on how to proceed on

ing seven transit i

we through one
Uight rail) plan,” said SEMTA Chair-
man Edward McNamara after the
meeting, “they would have pulled a
goosetail and left."” He nodded toward
the end of the table in the Radisson
Cadillac Hotel where two Macomb
County members had been sitting.

“THEY HAVE the right,” said the
Livonia mayor. referring to the
Macomb County Board of Commis-
sioners” threat to withdraw from the
seven-county transit authority if any
plan involving a subway in the Wood-
ward corridor were approved.

Conversely, the City of Detroit had
threatened to quit SEMTA if no sub-
way-rail plan were approved.

The three altematives on which the
board will “focus™ call for an all-bus

OCART gets
13 small buses

SEMTA General Manager Larry
Salei has signed a contract to purchase
13 small buses to be used in OCART, a
countywide transportation system for
the elderly and handicapped in Oak-
land County.

The lift-equipped vehicles, along
with six others in the OCART system,
are expected to be in operation by next
January, Salci said. The complete sys-
tem will have 42 vehicles.

The buses will be air-conditioned
and seat 10 to 12, with space for two
wheelchairs.

The 13 OCART buses are part of a
total order for 48 buses which SEMTA
is purchasing from Great Lakes Coach
Sales Co. of Portage for more than $1.1
million. All 48 are lift-equipped.

Fifteen will be replacement buses
and the remaining 33 will be expansion
vehicles in SEMTA’s plans for coun-
tywide essential transportation for the
elderly and handicapped.

‘Thirty-six of the buses are entirely
state funded. Twelve are funded 80-20
by the state and federal governments.

down to one.

T met with Oakland County Execu-
tive Dan Murphy alone,” said McNa-
mara, who has been SEMTA chairman
only one month. “I met alone with
Wally Gabler (chairman of the Oak-
{and County board, which had threat-
ened to quit SEMTA earlier this year).

I met with Gov. Milliken with the
two other SEMTA officers (Vice-
Chairperson Henry M. Hogan of
Bloomfield Hills and Dauris Jackson
of Detroit). 1 met with (Detroit's)
Mayor Coleman Young and his staff
and with Rep. Bill Ryan alone.

“'As you talk to these leaders. they
all understand the problem. Someone’s
gonna have to yield. They're gonna
have to yield.”

McNamara is a low-profile, low-key
kind of leader who prefers patient
work at consensus to confrontation
an use his term—a ramrod vic-
tory.
He said Milliken agreed with the
approach of delaying final selection of
atransit plan until the Michigan Legis-
lature can adopt a 10-bill transporta-
tion tax package. That is scheduled to
occur in September.

SEMTA board member Joseph P.
Bianco Jr. of Bloomfield Hills asked
that the hundreds of millions of dollars
involved in the plans be calculated in
simpler terms—"how many mills of a
property tax, how many cents of a
sales tax"'—when presented to the pub-
lic.

Any capital cost will receive 80 per
cent federal funding. but 20 per cent
will have to come from the state or
region. Operating subsidies will be
funded 50-50.

‘THE SEMTA BOARD selected:

*The “low capital—1" plan, aiding
mainly the suburbs. At a capital cost
between now and 1990 of $449 million,
low cap—1 would add 195 express
buses and 121 line haul buses on 20
routes on suburban mile roads to the
existing system. It would expand com-
muter train service between Pontiac
and Detroit and add service from Ann
Arbor and Mt. Clemens to Detroit. It
would provide the downtown *“people
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mover* on a 2.7-mile loop in Detroit.

*The “light rail F3" plan. It would
include all the above programs and
serve the Woodward corridor with an
11.3-mile light rail system that would
be underground in the Detroit central
business district. Capital cost of the
light rail portion would be $487 million.
‘This was the least costly of any of the
plans which called for a subway.

*The “light rail X-1" plan, which
calls for 11.3 miles in the Woodward
corridor with the portion from down.
town to Six Mile (McNichols) under-
ground. Capital cost of the light rail
portion would be §771 million. This was
the most expensive of the seven
options and the one most favored by
Detroit and Highland Park leaders.

SEMTA General Manager Larry E.
Salci of Troy said each had its advan-
tages. Low cap—1 was the cheapest to
install; light rail X-1 delivered the
most economic development to Detroit
in sheer dollars; light rail F-3 deliv-
ered the most economic development
per dollar of government investment.

REJECTED AS top priorities were
these four plans:

*"Do nothing," essentially main-
taining the present system. This would
cost $290 million for replacement

. The do-nothing altemative. is
actually included in all the other
options. Macomb County representa-
tives sought to have this plan as one of
the finalists but lost in a 12-3 vote.

*The “low capital—2" plan, which is
the same as low cap-1 plus 80 addi-
tiona! express buses on Woodward and
the Chrysler freeway. It would
attempt to do with buses what the light
rail plan would accomplish. Capital
cost: $464 million.

*"Light rail D-2."" which would be a
swrface light rail plan on Woodward.
While possible, it is seen as potentially
disruptive to traffic and commerce
and considerably slower than an
underground system which wouldn't |
have to stop for traffic lights. It would,
however, be longer—a total of 13.9
miles—and extend to Ten Mile instead
of only Eight Mile. Capital cost: $698
million,

**Light rail D-5,” which would have
two stretches of subway—downtown
ﬁx_ltli from Grand Boulevard to Six

e.

‘The plans will all go to public hear-
ings. probably in October. More hear-
ings will follow on an environmental
impact statement. The SEMTA board
will then try to make a final decision—
which will require a two-thirds vote—
by the end of the year. Capital cost:
$B# million.
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and common sense In the Courtroom

Judge Gene Schnelz has proved during thirteen years as judge that he
knows you and your concerns and he has all the qualifications: honesty,
ability, experience, maturity and a sense of humor as well as common
sense. Judge Schnelz has been endorsed
by police officers organizations, news-
Papers and has received the highest rat-
ing by civic groups.
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and board officers will be involved in
negotiations and education process.
They feel they have made frogress by
holding the' SEMTA organization
together and narrowing seven options
to three.
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N ABLE AND
BRILLIANT
ATTORNEY”

CIRCUIT COURT
JUDGE ENDORSES
HILDA GAGE
“Iam happy to endorse the candidacy of Hilda
Gage. the able and brilliant Qakland County
trial attorney as best qualified among the
candidates runing for one of the three
newly created Oakland County Circuit
Court Judgeships.

“Mrs. Gage's qualifications are outstanding.
Her academic record is impeccable. graduating
Magna Cum Laude, at the top of her class.
when she received her Juris Doctorate from
k3 ¥ yne State University Law School.
“Over the years I have been impressed with her legal abilities in court and
everything I know about her past background leads me to believe that she will
bring fresh vitality. professionalism in legal analysis and outspoken leadership
integrity to the Circuit Court Bench. .

“She also has more pragmatic solutions for our Circuit Court dockets by
way of arbitration and mediation, and it is for these reasons that I am
enthusiastic about endorsing her candidacy to the Berch."

JUDGE JAMES S. THORBURN

* Endorsed by the South Oakland County Police Officers Association.

* Abeliever in fair and speedy process of law and that convicted
lawbreakers should know of the swift certainty of punishment as a
deterrent to crime.

© A woman with ideas. A woman in motion. The woman of the hour. An
exceptional new voice for justice.

Vaid fur by Committee to Elect Hilda Ga Circuit Judge
80 North Main Street » Clawson, Michigan 48017,

VOTE GAGE AUGUST 8TH
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PIECES AVAILABLE
Double Dresser (17x18x28)
High Dresser (36x18x43)
Mans Chest (47x18x51)
Single Dresser (36x18x28)
Nite Stand (19}x17x221¢)

Bookcase Headboard {10314"w x 50" ht}
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STORE WIDE SUMMER SALE
10% TO 40% OFF ENTIRE STOCK
SAVE UP TO 15% ON ALL CUSTOM ORDERS
Superbly crafted bedroom set in Teak or Walnut solids and veneers these
pieces reflect the finest in Danish craftsmanship.
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