O&E

XL(F)

Thursday, July 27, 1978

OU baseball player has movie part

By KEN VOYLES

Wanted: A dozen or more actors for
roles in a movie about baseball. Base-
ball players needed. Experience: Must
have played high school and college
baseball. Must know what to do on the
playing field in front of a camera. Sal-

ary: $50 a day.

ie: a biography of Ron LeF-
lore, Detroit Tiger centerfielder. The
place: Tiger Stadium.

Sound strange? Baseball players
acting? That was just the beauty of the
whole thing. The baseball players
were acting just as themselves and
nothing else before the camera’s eye.

Dave Jones. a Plymouth resident,
was one of the chosen few to get the
chance to step into a faded Tiger uni-
form recently and perform at his sport
before a camera.

He. along with some teammates
from the Oakland University baseball
team, were chosen to portray the
Detroit Tigers baseball team in the
best and grandest traditions of the
Hollywood flick.

Jones was picked with four other
Oakland players to portray varioud
Tigers for all of the action sequences

during the movie. Jones wore the uni-
form of right handed pitvher Joe Cole-
man. He never speaks during the film.

On the [irst day of shooting. the Oak-
land players and a number of Wayne
State Universily athletes were bused
into Tiger Stadium. It was about an
hour before the Tigers were scheduled
to-play the Boston Red Sox in a real
game. There were more than 30.000
people in the stands.

~We came out onto the field and per-
formed as if it were a real game. I
went to the pitching mound and just
pitched. That's what I did every day.”
said Jones. “It was strange with all
these people in the stands. But I
enjoyed it.”

Pitch and pitch he did. At times, the
filming went on for 12 hours a day.
But. according to Jones. it really
wasn't that hard because he was doing
what came naturally to him. All in all.
Jones and the other collegiate extras
worked six straight days.

“It was so natural for me up on the
mound that it wasn't tough at all.”
Jones said. I just stood there and
pitched. They would move the camera
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around for different angles. At times
they wanted me o throw specific
pitches.”

Not only did Jones receive $50 a day
for his pitching in front of the camera,

he also got the chance to rub
elbows with some of the Tigers of
today and years past. -

It was real interesting talking to
the Tigers. It was nice because a lot of
them aren’t t much older than me."
Jones is 21 years old.

On one day. some of the greats out
of the past came to the stadium for the
shooting. Al Kaline, Bill Freehan,
Norm Cash and Billy Martin to name a
ew.

“That was probably the most fun of
the whole thing. I even got their auto-
graphs and was able to talk to them
face to face.™ Jones explained.

‘The Oakland players were chosen
for the movie because the Oakland
baseball coach, Dick Dieters, knew the
Wayne State baseball coach, who was
in charge of gathering the extras.
Between the two of them they picked

Sportelub team

Sportclub 1924, Inc., winners of the
1977 Michigan Soccer League, will
face the Detroit Express in an exhibi-
tion game on Friday, July 28, at 6:30
p.m. at Oak Park Beach on Cass Lake.

Established in 1924, Sportclub is one
of Detroit’s oldest soccer clubs, and
has produced many championship
teams over the years. The squad leads
its division in the Michigan Soccer

Nature area opens longer

The Nature Center at Proud Lake
Recreation Area has announced its
summer schedule. From now until
Labor Day the center will be open
from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. Wednesday
through Sunday, including July 4 and

the squad. Only seniors were chosen -
for the acting parts.
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T was very surprised and excited
when they told me,” Jones said. “I CHOOSEFROM...
came rather unexpected.” Jones
received word of the role just one day s
ltjme the shooting was to begin.
ones started playing baseball when ”
he was 10 years old. He tumed pitcher wrmng{#gﬁ&mln
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year. he was chosen to the All-Oakland
A League team.

From Troy. Jones went to Mott

- Community College for one year and

then to Oakland. At Oakland. he
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Franklin Racquet Club
(313} 358-5420 .
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received a baseball scholarship. In his
first year, Jones recorded a 5-3 record.
As a junior, he was 96, Last year he
was 95,

Jones was chosen to the all-confer-

ence team Lwo times in his pitching
career at Oakland.

“It was quite an experience.” said
Jones. who now works for the Troy
Parks and Recreation Department.
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Summer Golf Specials!

GOLF CENTER

3 PUTT PRO SHOP

to play Express

League again this year,

Oak Park Beach, the long-time home
field of Sportciub 124, Inc., is located
0n Greer Road jurt east of Hiller Road

Golf Balls
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in West Bloomfield Township. The
Sportclub-Express game will feature

live music, a refreshment concession
and an opportunity to meet the players
after the contest. Admission is $1 per
person. Children will be admitted with-
out charge.
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2 5% LADIES SKIRTS, TOPS & SWEATERS
Haymaker, Etonic, Laura Baugh

LADIES!

$190 QFF Al tadies Gloves in ‘stock

Golf
Labor Day.

A new parking lot has been installed,

SHOE SAL

MEN’S & WOMEN'S

Royal & Daisy $2675

Hiking trails start at the building and
pass through different areas offering a
variely of plants and animals to view.

HAT SALE

Men's & Women's
Reg. 53.50-56.50

10% OFF

save

Reg. $32.00
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Carpenter Work. Roofing, Electrial, Plumbing, Painting, Glass
Insulate Your Home Now

27830 Orchard Lk. Rd.

NIGHT PHONES:

Chiineeen
PLUMBERY®

ST HOME CENTER W
BY OAKLAND HARDWARE CO.
All Your Plumbing and Heating Needs
for That "Do-It-Yourselfer"”
FREE Advise
on How-to-do-it-yourself
2775 Haggerty Rd.
Walled Lake
Mon.-Fri. 8-9
_Sat. 88;Sun. 9-6

Phone

669-2022
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SALES - SERVICE

Installation of
®Plumbing ®Heating @ Air Conditioning
Sewer Cleaning ®Electrical
®Ceramic Tile ®Roofs  eGutters

® Floor Covering
Bath & Kitchen Remodeling
24-HOUR SERVICE
"Visit Qur Showroom"

On Haggerty Rd., % mi. north of 16 mi. Rd.
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is completed and o $1 8995 :
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*our dishes will
air-dry. 11's hest to
use your dishwasher
in the cool of the
evening.
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LIVONIA
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Fight the summer doldrums with toys and
games from Livonia Hardware during the

summer.
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oStuffed Animals eCrafts
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Check Our Low Delivered Price

BETTER ROOFS BEGIN WITH BETTER

ROOFING PRODUCTS. WE HAVE 'EM ALL.
WHITEOR $ 33
PASTELS

3 BUNDLES
COVERS
100 SQ. FT.

BUNDLE

C & C #240 LB SEALTAB

COMPLETE
HARDWARE & LUMBER
* PATIO QUEEN HARDWARE

$3988
*2 x 10 SEATS & TOPS KD PINE

SEE OUR OTHER TABLES
ON DISPLAY FROM 5° THRU 8’

20” x 17" VANITY

WITH
MARBLE
TOP

WHITE AND
GOLD BASES

$3388

* VARIOUS COLOR
TOPS

* ALSO AVAILABLE
IN 25 x 19 SIZE

FAUCETS NOT INCLUDED

giving occasions coming up.

All by such famous manufacturers as Mattel, Ideal, Structo,
Price, Child Guidance, Aurora, Mevell, Playskool, Hasbro...B1

Tonka, Marx, Gabriel, !
uy now for those gift
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DIMENSION LUMBER
Grade Stamped White Wood
Dry-Kept Under Cover

2x2  2x4  2x6 2x8

6" | 48¢ | 84% [2.00|2.50
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7 | 70¢ |1.09|2.58

8" | 88¢ |1.59|2.753.20
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