%

Monday, July 31, 1978

By LOUISE OKRUTSKY

It's enough to give a person para-
nioa—or at least to encourage the
beginnings of a case.

The victim sits on a wooden bench.
Heaven is above her. Water below.
And in front of her, she can see
through the fencing the beginnings of a
mob of spectators with one goal in
mind. She must feel the gentle grip of
the water below her.

‘They call it a dunk tank.

This year Farmington school bus
driver Nila Piltz was the woman who

Schooleraft honors
4 area students

Four Farmington Hills residents
were named to the dean’s list at
Schooleraft College for the winter
semester.

Those honored were Rhonda C.
Beler, Judith A. Hoffman, Bonnie L.

and Freda J. Schwartz. All
received personal letters of con-
gratulations from Dean Fred Ste-
fanski.

Motels

(Continued from page 14)

their business and the no vacancy

signs are blinking again. For the

Revere’s owners, good times mean

building an addition to the mote! along

with their own

Ironically, while they're giving every-
one else a place to stay for the night,

the Skotchers are looking for a bome,
themselves. The tiny quarters
scrunched between the reception desk
and the first motel room is becoming
too crowded for Mrs. Skotcher, her
husband Jack, their 17.-yearold son
Jay and the family's cat, Minkee,

The nature of the business insures
that the Skotchers will need a home
close to the motel. And their closeness
to their establishment makes it more
difficult to find someone to take care
of the business while they're on vaca.
tion.

“II'S LIKE inviting someone into
your home,”” said Mrs. Skotcher, 43.

“It’s hard to find help,” she said.

Her number one helper is her son
Jay, a Farmington High School stu-
dent and 2 member of the National
Honor Society.

+'He takes care of maintainence and
takes over the desk for a few hours in
the evening to let us go out for dinner,
sometimes,” she said. _

“We didn’t buy this motel with the
idea that we couldn’t run it without
him but that’s the way things turned
out,” she said.

Her own introduction to the motel
business came from her father and
stepmother, Rae and Margaret Ridley.
They bought the motel when M-102
first made its appearance on the busi-
ness scene but were unaware of the

Dunking

Game raises funds,

made a splash for charity at the
Farmington Founders' Festival.

‘Thursday afternoon found her sitting
behind the cage cringing everytime
someone traded a quarter for a chance
to heave a softhall in her direction.

If the ball landed surely in the cen-
ter of a target painted on the tank. the
bench was released and Mrs. Piltz
went down. tack.

Sponsored by the Helping Hands CB
club of which she is president. Mrs.
Piltz's afternoon ordeal served to raise
money for the Ann Arbor Burn Center.

Glanda, Morgan
earn
masters from EMU

Richard W. Glanda, 33820 Hunters
Point Road. and Elaine Ann Morgan,
29600 Ten Mile, both of Farmington
Hills, received master of arts degrees
from Eastern Michigan University.

Glanda and Ms. Morgan were
among 322 graduate students who
received master's and specialist’s
degrees.

impending freeway opening until they
had made their first downpayment on
the establishment.

The old owner panicked about the
freeway and decided to leave the loca-
tion, according to Mrs. Skotcher.

Four years ago, she and her husband
bought the motel.

Nowadays, their business is based
on passing motorists, locals and con-
struction workers who live too far
away from the Farminglon area to
commute daily.

SHE SHARES those patrons with the
neighboring Restwell.

“Sometimes they'll refer pecple to
us if they're full, said Mrs. Potts, of
Restwell. “They can see things outside
that we can't. So, if there’s a family
with six children in the car and only
one person comes to the office, they'll
‘warm us.

“We don't have the facilities to take
care of six children. We only have one
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lets out inhibitions

Ia RETROSPECT, being the target
of a dunk tank looks worse than it
actually is, Mrs. Piltz admitted.

“The water's warm, the air's cold,
It's not bad.” she said.

Dunked about six times during one-
and-one-half hours, Mrs. Piltz saw stu-
dents, teachers and a few principals
stop by to try their hand at dumping a
bus driver.

Sitting in a dunk tank is an open
invitation to friends and associates to
catch a few laughs at the victim's
expense.

“We want to see her dripping wet,”
crooned Helping Hands member Terry
Lotz into the microphone.

Mrs. Piltz obviously had other ideas
about her fate. She indicated her affi-
nity for a dry existence with a simple
yet eloquent gesture—she stuck her
tongue out at him.

It didn't help, and Mrs. Piltz became
resigned to a watery afternoon.

Dunking was painless but the antici-
pation was worse than waiting for ket-
chup to 0oze out of the bottle onto a hot
hamburger.

and two bedroom units,” she
explained.

Both motels sometimes take in
guests who can’t find a room at the
Holiday Inn, big brother to the smaller
establishments on Grand River.

But even the Holiday Imn will get
some competition when another hotel

“You never know when they're
going to hit that thing,” she said of the
tank’s bull'seye. “It's the anticipation

t's bad.”

As the sun began to set on Mrs. Piltz
inside her aluminum and wood tank,
another little annoyance manifested
itself.

“WHEN THE SUN doesn't shine and
you go under and get wet. it's chilly in
that thing," she said.

Heedless of the setting sun and the
goosebumnps on the tank’s occupant,
Lotz kept on drumming up business
with the fervor of someone who's just
discovered religion.

“We're gonna have a blue light spe-
cial here. We don't have a blue light
but we have the special. For 25 cents
you get two chances instead of one,™
he announces without disquising his
glee.

**And for a doliar you get 14 chances
instead of seven.”

“Oh no you don't.” cried a cha-
grinned Mrs. Piltz.

But she knew it was useless to
protest.

Susan Potts walks along a row of rooms at her Restwell Motel. (Staff photo by Allen Schlossberg)

is completed along the strip.

That doesn’t seem to perturb the
owners of the 12-room Restwell or the
15umit Revere. Many of their guests
are steady customers who work in the
area and live too far too commute.

‘Their rates and the lack of 2 number
of lwxuries, such as a telephone in

Nila Piltz takes a dive for charit;
dunk tank. (Staff photo by Allen Scl

each room, appeals to 2 different type
of customer than the larger hotels.
Unlike the larger hotels, the owners
of the two hotels at Grand River near
Halsted don't always require identi-
fication from their patrons unless the
proprietors are uneasy about a person.

PERSONS WHO want a room to
indulge in a weekend of drinking are
turned away. Couples with local
addresses who sign the names Smith
or Johnson are more welcome.

““We have our share of lovers,” said
Mrs. Skotcher. “I'd rather have them
than the people who come up here for
alost weekend. ™

“You cant ask guests why they
want a room,"” said Mrs. Poits. *“The
locals who come in have excuses.
There’s a certain amount of guilt
involved, I think."”

“But we don't have any people who

sign their name Mr. and Mrs. Jones,™
she adds.

FARMINGTON LUMBER

y at the Helping Hands CB club's
hlossberg)

Small guys struggle to stay alive

There are soe patroms that neither
motel will tolerate.

Youngsters who want to party are on
both blacklists.

“We tum them away. They have
homes in the area. Why do they want
to come to a motel?” said Mrs. Potts.

Drinking parties are another bane to
the motel owners. Drunken guests get
a little careless with their cigarettes.
This is always a worry, admits Mrs.
Skotcher.

While the motel owners aren't con-
cemed about a couple’s marital status,
there is a limit to their liberality,
pointed out Mrs. Skotcher.

One night, for example, after renting
adjacent rooms 1o two couples, Skot-
cher noticed the men switching rooms
several times.

Finally, the Skotchers told the quar-
tet to stick to their own rooms.

“‘We don't care what they do inside
their rooms as long as they stay
there,” Mrs. Skotcher said.
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“MAMA...WHAT CAN |

DO NOW?”
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Fight the summer doldrums with toys and
games from Livonia Hardware during the
summer.

OFF ALL
eDolls eTrucks
eGames eModels
oStuffed Animals eCrafts

All by such famous manufacturers as Mattel, Idea,
Price, Child Guidance, Aurora, Revell, Playskool, Hasbro..Buy now for those gi
giving occasions coming up.

Structo, Tonka, Marx, Gabri
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