By PATRICK TOUHEY

Ray Harkowitz (not his real name)
has a well-guarded secret.
. The 40-year-old father of two holds

down a job, drives a car, provides for
his family and deals with all the every
day complications that everyone else
does,

From all outward appearances, he's
just another guy on the street.

But Harkowitz can't read. His chil-
i dren don't know it. His friends don't.
¢+ And his employer certainly doesn't
; know.

Qutside of his wife and his reading
tutor, no one knows.

“If someone reaches adulthood with-
ot knowing how to read, they are
pretty professional about hiding," said
Carolyn Burns, reading coordinator
for the Good Hope Literacy Council.

*“They have to have a pretty good
system worked out for giving people
the impression they know how to read.
It’s just too embarrassing for them to
admit.”

Mrs. Burns manages a team of Lau-
bach reading tutors in the Plymouth
and Canton communities. Her organi-
2ation offers one-to-one literacy tutor-
ing to people 14 years of age and older.

‘THE LAUBACH READING method
was first developed by Dr. Frank Lau-
bach, a Methodist missionary.
Although Mrs. Bums operates her
tutoring through the Lutheran Church
Women’s Program, she points out that
the program and the method is non-

denominational.

The tutors volunteer their time and
come from all walks of life. The only
requirement is that they be willing to
spend an hour a week for a year with
their student.

“At the end of the year, the student
should be reading at the fifth-grade
level. But really each person is able to
his own speed.” Mrs.

While the Laubach program offers
help to high school students as well as
adults, Mrs. Burns said, the most diffi-
cult to reach and work with are the

older illiterates. .

“I's kind of like the Alcoholics
Anonymous. The first step for the
adult who can't read is to admit it to
himself. By the time a person gets to
me, he has already come to terms
with the problem."

But before that first step can be
taken, something has to happen to
make the individual want to learn to
read.

*For one of my students it was his
three-year old daughter. He would
make mistakes while reading chil-
dren’s stories 10 her and she would
correct him.™

Usually, though, the illiterate adult
has a well-honed defense system to
keep his secret from becoming known.

Mrs. Burns told of one 30-year-old
man who hai to keep turning down job
promotions because he was terrified
His boss would find out he couldn't
read if he took on new responsibilities.
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Carolyn Burns

“IT"S AMAZING how well people
can keep the charade up. Most of the
time a spouse will front for them if
they have to sign contracts or fill out
applications.”

Because illteracy is such a sensitive
issue, Mrs. Burns said, she and her
tutors have to guarantee con-

- Adults read Dick and Jane

stereotype, Mrs. Burns said, not all
illiterates are school dropouts. She
mentioned one man who had a high
school diploma,

It turns out that his teachers gave
Tim all his tests orally. But he had his
diploma. and it looked the same as
everyone else's.”

However, Mrs. Burns said she does
ol want to jump on the bandwagon
and *'point fingers" at the schools.

*“Ilook at it simply. A person comes
to me who can't read. I'm not inter-
ested in why. Frankly, [ don't care. 1
have a recipe to help. That's all I need
to worty about."

‘The course Mrs. Burns teaches uses
three workbooks which the student can
purchase for $10.

By the time the student finishes the
third book, he has gone through basic
reading skills and worked on seript-

People interested in securing the

services of a tutor or those who wish

to become tulors can contact Mrs.
Burns at 459-9639.

Birth

A daughter, Jennifer Banks

Only the the
tutor and Mrs. Burns know the per-
son's identity.

“‘Privacy is absolutely essential. The
man I'm working with would be very
upset if his children knew he couldn't
read,” she said.

Contrary to what might be a popular

Michaels. was born to Mr. and Mrs.
David H. Michaels on Sunday. July 16
at Beaumont Hospital.

Maternal grandparents are Mr. and
Mrs. A. J. Dragonette of Cambridge.
Ohio and paternal grandparents are
Mr. and Mrs. David D. Michaels of
New York City.
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COMPLETE GARDEN CENTER
QUALITY NURSERY STOCK
DESIGNING AND PLANTING

POTTED JUNIPERS

D For immedite plmfing in foundation
planting @ o ground cover on hilly or sloped tencin, Over
15 wities to choose from. %/
VARIEGATED JUNIPER .5

Tightly knit, dense ideal low
spreading ground cover and spread: 4.6 %

-t
ngAGREZNIUNIPER

cefully arching brunches.  compact
ﬂspmdelxzdlz;k green leaves. Sprecd: 3.4

DWARF PROCUMEE

COMPACT ANDORRA
$8.95
ALSO:

Dense. dwarf creeper; . blue-green 9 9 5
folioge. Japamese or rock gooden accent. 812", N
Spreads 6 ft; bright green summer

folierge. bronze-purple in winter. 12"-15"

Many other unusual vorieties awailable such as Bonsad,
Poodle, Tear Drop and Pom Pom.

9300 ANN ARBOR-PLYMOUTH RD.{VI14)
7 MILES EAST OF U.S. 23, 5 MILES WEST OF SHELDON «

OPEN DAILY ph. 453-5500
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SUNDAY 10 -6
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1465 W..81G BEAVER « TROY. MICHIGAN 48064 16432070/
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Do You Know?
Woven Woods are
_Beautiful !l
® Shades
o Draperies
 Folding Doors
* Room Dividers
© Energy Savers
- « AND ON SALE
25% OFF NOW thru August 21st
Other Specials featuring
Ki rSCI\ Delmar,
Beauti-Vue, Brennaman
SAVE on Levolor & Vertical Blinds
SPECIAL CLEARANCE SALE

All Decorative Accessories

‘ »wu50% OFF
Modern Age Drapery

5086 Rochester Road
Troy — 689-3800
Z.  Daily 10-6 Monday il 8.
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" At Standard Federal Savings

Here's what our
new 8% Certificate-
Account can earn
for you!

When you deposit $1,000 in a

26-month Certificate Account
8.24% Effective Annual Yield** =

3 YEARS 4 YEARS
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7 YEARS

Plus All These Other High Interest Accounts Are Available...

6 YEARS 8 YEARS

Summer Special all u;eek long:
Perm-A-Wave,

Beauty Salon, Second Floor
. Call 643-7112

FORGET ABOUT YOUR HAIR. BUT FIRST,
VISIT THE MICHEL KAZAN BEAUTY SALON.
Summer becomes the simple life with your hair
all curls and waves. And there is no quicker,
easier way 1o do it than Michel Kazgn's
Perm-A-Wave and Go, using his unique heat-
control wave machine and Unizan® conditioner.

Circular Cut, set and shampao, just 50.00

‘)ﬂl 'Somerset Mal, Troy

BONWIT TELLER

TYPE OF ACCOUNT AMOONT ARATE" ANNUAL YIELD
72-Month Certificate* $1,000 %% - 7.98%**
. 48-Month Certificate* $1,000 7% % 7.711%**
30-Month Certificate* $1,000 634 % 6.92%**
12-Month Certificate* $1,000 6% % 6.66%"*"
Regular Passbook No Minimum 5% % 5.35%
26 Week Money Market $10,000 :Ceer:;eer:itﬁf faioon gt]sevf;t?ra;gﬁy ‘
Bills last issued

*Federal regulations require a substantial interest penalty for early withdrawal.
**Interest is paid and compounded quarterly. .

Offices conveniently -
located to serve you.
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