It’s a horse race for new circuit seats

JUDITH D. DORAN

Questions

1 How many hours per week do you
believe the public has a right to expect
a judge to spend on the job in the
courthotse?

2a. What is your attitude toward tar-
diness and non-appearance of lawyers
when they are scheduled ta appear in
court?

2h. In this connection, would you
handle the granting of continuances
with more restraint than fs the custom
In the courthouse today?

3. Respond to one of these two
questions:
What practical and specific areas do
you have for improving the flow of
work through the circuit court?

or
What do you think qualifies you

- (besides your license to practice law)
to sit as an Oakland County circuit
court judge?

Answers

ROBERT C. ANDERSON

1. With the limited exceptions as set
forth in your question, I feel that the
public is entitled to have a judge pre-
sent, available and working on the job
in the courthouse during court hours—
be it 8:30 to 5—or whatever.

Since my election to the 51st District
Court in 1972, it has been my policy to
be on the bench, ready for hearings as
close to 9 a.m. and 1:15 p.m. as pos-
sible. If I am not on the bench I am
always available in my office to con-
duct matters concerning the court with
attorneys. the staff and the public.

2a. I make every effort to open court
on time, and I feel that attorneys
should make the same effort. I do rec-
ognize that with all the courts in this
area there are bound to be conflicts,
bt these can and should be worked
out ahead of time. I can see very little
excuse for non-appearance or tardi-
ness without notice to the court.

2b. T have not practiced law in the
cireuit court since 1972, and 1 ean not
tell you today's custom. I can tell you
what my custom is. and I am sure it
will be my custom and practice in the
circuit court.

3. My education, my training, my 26
years of legal and judicial experience
and my desire to serve the citizens of
Oakland County.

JUDITH D. DORAN

1. A judge should work at least a full
eight-hour day,

2a2. The efficiences of court pro-
cedure requires the timely participa-
tion of the judge. two attorneys gen-
erally) and their respective clients. If
any of these participants fail to appear
or are tardy the whole system grinds
to a halt. Therefore, promptness by
the attorneys as well as the judge is
necessary.
2b. Continuances should only be
granted in those instances where good
cause is shown and, if one side to a
lawsuit causes more than one delay of
proceedings, the additional costs
incurred by the innocent party should
be paid out of the pocket of the guilty

y.

3. 1f 1 may, I would like to answer
both questions.

Several obvious practices should be
introduced immediately to move the
docket including public reporting of
each judge's work on a weekly or
monthly basis in addition to judicial
team work so that cases ready for
trial are spun off to any judge who has
free court time rather than being lim-
ited to the assigned judge.

Beside: i

Judge-watchers probe 'contenders

Sixteen persons will be running in
the Aug. 8 primary election for six
seats on the Oakland County Circuit
Court bench,

Three incumbent judges—Steven
N. Andrews. Farrell E. Roberts
and Robert Templin—will be run-
ning for their own seats unopposed.
‘The ining 13 i are

That 13-person field will drop to
six following the primary.

“Putting the right person on the
bench in the first place is the best
way lo insure a good justice sys-
tem.” said Yvonne Atkinson, direc-
tor of the Court Watchers of Oak-
land County. an informal group of

aiming for election to one of three
rew seals which were recently cre-
ated by the state legislature.

HILDA GAGE

The question of whether a continu-
ance should be granted or not must be
explored. not only in light of the
offending counsel, but also how the
court's actions might prejudice the
rights of that attorney’s client. I would
oot like to think that a court would
punish a party for a poor choice in

2. It is difficult to express a general
attitude toward tardiness and non-
appearance of lawyers when they are
scheduled to appear in court, because
there are often valid explanations,
including. but not limited to, another
trial in progress in which another
judge has refused to allow them to
leave. a telephone message which may
mot have been received, emergencies,
ete. However, while I would attempt to
ascertain the reason for the non-
appearance, it has been my expe-
tience that often it is the same
atorneys over and over again who do
exhibit this lack of punctuality and
respect for the court's time. There-
fore, when it is appropriate. I would
issue the appropriate sanction to the
offending attorney.

3a. To avoid a large backlog of civil
cases on my docket, | would immedi-
ately implement a mediation and arbi-
tration program. Through this pro-
gram, civil cases would be conduded
ina fair, speedy. efficient and econom-
ical manner while, at the same time,
avoiding the necessity for long and
costly trials. The purpose of this pro-
gram would not be to eliminate all
civil trials, but to offer an alternative.

Tintend to control my own docket, in
that way enabling me to hear all crim-
inal cases within ninety (90) days.

3b. I am rumiing for circuit judge
because I feel that I can make a
strong contribution to the Oakland
County Circuit Court bench. Based
upon my experience as an dctive trial
attorney serving a large number of
Qakland County residents, I am aware
of the problems presently facing the
people who come before the court.

BERNARD L. KAUFMAN

1. Certainly. a judge should work at
least an eight-hour day in the court-
house. In order to break the backlog of
cases now jamming the courts, some
overtime should be expected until the
log jam is relieved.

2. As a trial lawyer, I have expe-
rienced the frustration of waiting for
lawyers who are either tardy or do not
appear at all on the day the case is
scheduled for trial. This not only

acting as judicial

watchdogs.
Knowing that most voters cannot

BERNARD L. KAUFMAN

Farmington Observer,

meet and analyze all 13 candidates.
Mrs. Atkinson said. the Court
Watchers posed a number of ques-
tions to the candidates running for
election to one of the three newly-
created seats.

Their answers appear below.
‘They appear in the form in which
they were submitted, except where
edited for space.

Those candidates resposding
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many of the cases now jamming the
courts.

BRUCE H. KEIDAN

L Forty (40) hours per week, or
more if circumstances dictate.

2a. Tardiness and non-appearance of
lawyers must be dealt with on an indi-
vidual basis as to reason and past his-
tory of the attorney. In the event it is
found that the attorney has no ade-
quate reason or has a history of such
conduct. court costs should be
assessed.

2b. Continuances should be granted
for good cause. but not in order to
delay final disposition or protect an
attorney or his client from willful
reglect for failure to prepare.

3. One of the major reasons the new
judgeship positions were created is to
aid in the backlog of cases in the cir-
cuil court. I feel that in addition to
this, a more careful scheduling of

trials and hearings should be made to
attempt to insure that the scheduled
cases will be heard. In the event cases
must be placed on spin-off or standby
due to the continuance of prior trials.
periodic open days should be sched-
uled in order than an expedient dis-
position of these matters can be made.
GENE SCHNELZ

L T believe that being a judge is a
fulltime job, 24 hours a day. seven
days a week. As a district judge I have
worked many Saturdays and Sundays
and been awakened a number of times
a 3:30 a.m. relative to search war-
rants and other important matters. [
start my court promptly at 8:30 a.m.
and go until 5 p.m. every day. If a
matter is in progress at 5 p.m. and can
be completed within an hour, it is our

. policy to stay until completed. My

court is one of the busiest district
courts in the state and is completely
current.

included: Robert C. Anderson,
Judith Dennehy Doran, Hilda Gage.
Bernard Kaufman. Bruce H. Kei-
dan. Gene Schnelz and Robert C.
Williams.

Candidates not responding were:
Suart Brickner. Robert E. Cun.
tingham. Michaels S. Friedman,
Albert A, Kramer, Frederick Mes-
ter and Mildred A. Vlaich.

GENE SCHNELZ

2. It is my current practice to hold
attorneys in contempt when they are
late or fail to appear. and I have fined
as high as $500 when 1 felt the attorney
was dilatory. I also will dismiss law-
suits and will allow altorneys to pro-
ceed to trial at once at a pre-trial
when either party fails to appear on
time. I see no reason, barring a sud-
den serious emergency. for anyone to
be Iate or not in attendance. It is rude
and not professional. No adjoumment
is granted without my specific per-
mission. and the reason must be for
good cause or conflict with another
court schedule which has precedence.

3. In responding to all questions, |
am speaking not in theory but from
actual experience and practice. I am
in my 21st year as an attorney—13 of
which have been spent in Jjudicial
duties, the last four fulitime. The
courts must re-establish as their pri-
mary goal the protection of society. A
multi-faceted approach to this goal
ranges from revamping the system to
provide glternative means of dispute
resolution, establishment of a family
court, utilization of existing computer
programs for effective scheduling
through a more common sense
approach to justice in general.

b AN A
ROBERT C. WILLIAMS

ROBERT C. WILLIAMS

L A circuit judge should spend a
minimum of 40 hours per week on the
job in the courthouse. If a judge's
caseload requires more time than 40
hours. he should work whatever addi-
tional time is necessary to keep his
docket up to date.

2. There is no excuse for lawyers
who do not appear in court at the time
for which a hearing is set. The first
time a lawyer was late in my court-
room. 1 would advise him: or her that [
expected lawyers to appear promptly.
‘The second time. I would repeat the
waming and assess court costs and
altorneys fees to the opposing side.
‘The third time. T would hold the law-
yer in contempt of court and discipline
him accordingly.

3. My prime qualifications for the
office of Oakland County Circuit Judge
are my industry. education. expe-
rience and temperament. 1 believe
that a circuit judge should be in the
courtroom (rying cases. A judge
should not spend his time in chambers
with lawyers attempting to settle
cases,

As an assistant prosecutor for the
last six years, I have gained extensive
courtroom experience while appearing
in thousands of cases. | am presently
Chief of the Appellate Division for the
prosecutor’s office. In that capacity 1
am responsible for all post-conviction
cases in our office.

1 believe that 1 possess the patience

understanding to assure each liti
gant the opportunity to present his
case. [ would attempt to conduct my
courtroom in such a manner that each
individual. whether he won or lost.
would agree that he had received a
fair hearing
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causes a great deal of i
for the respective counsel involved in
the case, but also for the witnesses
and parties who have taken time out of
their normal activities to appear in the
courtroom. These lawyers not only
jeopardize their client’s case, but also
cause the parties to the action a great
deal of stress. If 1 were the sitting
Judge in such a case, I would grant an
order requiring such attorneys who do
ot appear on the designated court
date, without good cause, to fully:

i the county and opposing’
coursel and witnesses for the costs
incurred and the time expened.

%. U

S 1
have demonstrated the leadership abil-
ity necessary to meet the challenge
facing Oakland Circuit Court,

HILDA GAGE

L I believe that the public has a
rigit to expect a judge to work in the
courthouse at least from 8:30 a.m. to 5
pm., just like any other county
employee. I am not unmindful of the
fact that occasionally a judge will
have to leave the courthouse for pur-
poses of meetings relative to the jug
cial pesition, observing necessary evi-
dence outside of the courthouse, and
other matters not contemplated within
this question. As an active trial
attorney and a judicial candidate, 1
believe that the necessary amount of
time spent in the courthouse is in

o excess of these minimum
« FYpectations.
°

. in the

today, the granting of continuances
are necessitated by the tremendous
backlog of cases awaiting trial.
Obviowsly. a tighter rein can be put on
the granting of these continuances
when the new judges are seated in
January. It is a truism that *Justice
delayed is justice denied,” and cer-
tainly, continuances do not foster fair
and speedy trials. Therefore, I would
grant them with a great deal of
restraint.

3. Too much time is spent by judges
in motions and pro con divorces which
interrupt necessary trial time and thus
cause not only today’s tremendous
backlog of cases, but also delay trials,
thus causing injutice to many litigants.
Many of these matters could be han-
dled by magistrates. Also, I would fos-
ter a night cowt schedule to help
improve the flow of cases through the
drcuit court. More attention should
also be given to improving the media-
tion and settlement conference pro-
cedures in order to resolve a great
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