4B(O)S.F.RoSB)

Monday, August 7, 1978

Ire
</

&,
{
N

AN

Movie-goers pant
in anticipation

of ‘Pink Panther’

There is a certain excitement of anticipation in the air when the
house lights dim and cartoon characters batter one another as the titles
announce ““Revenge of the Pink Panther™ (PG), fifth in the series of
Panther movies.

The anticipation is rewarded by the movie's faithful adherance to
the formula that has entertained audiences and enriched its creators.

Once again Peter Sellers re-creates that accident-prone. nasal-
woiced. imbecilic detective, Chiel Inspector Clouseau. Clouseau, by a
combination of brainlessness and lunatic luck. always manages to avoid
every fiendish plot to annihilate him.

He not only survives, but to the chagrin of every rational police
officer and frustrated villain, he catches the crooks. In this case the top
crook is Douvier (Robert Webber), known as “the French connection.
He's head of the biggest dope smuggling ring in France.

TO EFFECT THIS capture, Clouseau resorts to one of his favorite
ploys. the use of inventive. if absurd, disguises. In “‘Revenge™ he zips
his way in and out of a sizeable wardrobe. The costumes run the gamut
from Toulouse-Lautrec to a Swedish herring fisherman to a Chinese
Mandarin.

Sellers” discipline and aplomb are remarkable. It's difficult to
imagine how anyone can deliver Clouseau’s lines without cracking up—
as, for example. when he fumbles for change while in his Toulouse-
Lautrec guise and apologizes. “Sorry. I'm a little short today.™

In contrast to Clouseau’s calm stupidity is the hysterical character
of Inspector Dreyfus. Herbert Lom is back as the paranoid officer who
literally was driven crazy by Clousean.

Burt Kwouk. another “Panther regular, returns as the tenacious
Cato. Cato. Clouseau's servant, has the comical knack of challenging
his employers self-defense skills at the most inopportune times.

For romantic interest. Dyan Cannon is a perky and attractive Sim-
one. the cast-off mistress of Douvier. and statuesque Valerie Leon
makes a brief but spectacular appearance as Tanya a sexy lady with a
whip,

“REVENGE OF the Pink Panther" displays the high standards of
i ism that have distingui: this comic series created by
Blake Edwards.

Moreover. it launches its laughs with greater ease and less of the
frenetic. gags U i became irritating in
“The Pink Panther Strikes Again.”

“Revenge™ is superb Sellers and very good *Panther."

A rock’n’ oll origial

Gary Busey stars in the title role of *The Buddy Holly Story."” a

motion picture based on the brief but brilliant career of one of the
pioneer innovators of rock 'n’ roil. The Columbia Pictures release
features 12 of Holly's original song hits. performed in the film by
B

usey.

‘Mattress’ brightens showtime

Due to @ mechanical error, ouly
the first half of the followin
reciew appeared in Thursday's
paper.

By ETHEL SIMMONS

Surely one of the better bargains in
dinner theater is the current produc-
tion of “'Once Upon a Mattress™ at the
Bumn Steer in Royal Oak.

I's a fresh. song-filled musical
delight, preceded by a hearty steak or
stuffed Mounder sit-down dinner.

Nancy Gurwin. producer of the Din-
rer Playhouse, stars as Princess Win-
nifred. otherwise known as Fred. Ms
Gurwin is a blonde bombshell who
looks like she arrived out of the pre-
sent. to spoof the characters in this
fairy tale of the past.

As a matter of fact. she does arrive
somewhat impromptu. Other candi-
dates for the prince’s hand in marrige
have been very proper princesses.

Fred is a princess, too, but she
makes her entrance by swimming the
moat and showing up dripping wel.
Her short-cropped hair and long rasp-
berry gown do dry out. an Winnifred
prepares to take the test devised by
the queen:

THE ENTIRE CAST is lively. Espe-
cially good performances are turned in

by Fred Buchaller, who is the low-key
but revved-up Prince Dauntless, and
Joyce Schultheiss as the brazen Queen
Aggravain (just like her name).

Prince Dauntless is mustacheod and
slight of build. He looks meek and
mild, and Winnifred is a bold contrast
whom he instantly adores.

Queen Aggravain is one of those
overbearing mothers who thinks no
one is good enough for her son. espe-
cially Winnifred. She devises a sensi-
Uvely test. where 20 maltresses are
piled up for a night's sleep; if Win-
nifred is a true princess she will pass
the test by being able to feel and com-
plain about a pea placed under the bot-
lom mattress,

All the voices in the cast are pleas-
ant on the ears. Lady Larken 1Betsy
Baker), who will become the princess’
lady-in-waiting. and Sir Harry (Eric
Jones) are well-paired on the baliad

- “Ina Little While.”
show romps along with many
sprightly musical numbers. Out-
standing among these are Princess
Winnifred's early-on ~Shy," in which
she bounds around and belts out an
explanation of haw shy she really is.

THERE'S A CUTE comic number
shared by King Sextimus (Donald S.
Merkin). the Minstrel (Richard Shrot)
and the Jester (Jeffrey Dreisbach)

Traditional jazz

By JIM WINDELL

A spirited performance and a sell-
out crowd are expected whenever the
jazz musicians from 726 St. Peter
Street go on tour and bring America
the traditional jazz of old New
Ol

leans,

Tuesday night at the Meadow Brook
Mussic Festival the Preservation Hall
Jazz Band made it 10th annual stop in
Rochester and the result more than
met expectations.

From the opening notes of **Hindus-
tan,” through two hours to their tradi-
tional closer, “When the Saints Go
Marching In,” a foot-stomping excite-
ment was generated by this band of
veteran jazzmen.

The immense vitality and sheer joie
de vivre of the playing of these musi-
cians, most of whom are well past 60
years of age, is impressive and con-
tribute to their appeal.

tradition—in the French Quarter in
New Orleans. Its extroverted, danc-
eable music attracts both the young
and old.

The touring groups are under the
leadership of young Allan Jaffe. They
exploit the enthusiasm of the audience,
ending all concerts, indoor or out, by .
leading the faithful around the field or
auditorium in a snake dance that ends
on stage with good natured clapping
and dancing.

R eview

Music that has become associated
with Preservation Hall was featured in
this concert. When trumpeter Percy
Humphrey sang “'Hold That Tiger."
his brother Willie, clarinet tucked
wnder his arm. did some fancy foot-
work with his 77-year-old feet.

Willie Humphrey contributed a clari-
net solo, and Frank Demond, youngest

r of the band next fo Jaffe,
donated a forceful trombone solo
spearheading a fast-paced treatment
of “Tiger Rag."”

JAMES “SING" MILLER, pianist,
lived up to his nickname by his closed-
mouth singing of the favorite **His Eye
is on the Sparraw." Narvin Kimball,
born in New Orleans in and a
masician since he was 12, strummed
along on his banjo and harmonized
behind **Sing™ with a surprising tenor.

‘THis is one of the band's most effec-
tive numbers and shows the range of
l?'ehow Orleans jazz, from blues and

gie to slow religious songs in pray-
erful moods.

In the same style is *‘Amen," with
Willie Humphrey leading the crowd in
singing, and ““Just a Closer Walk With
Thee,” which receives a marching,
funereal treatiment.

Humphrey's clarinet is played in a

" lower register increasing the rather

R eview

l@!led “The Minstrel. the Jester and

Act T ends with an exaustive and
exausting dance called “The Spanish
Panic."” “which leaves everyone on
stage more tired than the princess
they are trying to tire out.

It's Nancy Gurwin's show all the
way. and in Act IL she has anothes
exuberant number called “*Happily
Ever After where she compares her
fate to that of other heroines such as
Snow White.

The Jester has a solo dance routine
~Very Soft Shoes.” handled nicely,
and the Nightingale (Stacey White)
croons an unbelieveable luliaby that
has Winnifred tossing and turning hila-
riously on her lumpy bed.

entire production. directed by
Edgar A. Guest IIL bears his solid
touch. It is fast-moving and keyed for
fots of laughs, with continuous comic
business. The audience responded
enthusiastically.

PRODUCER GURWIN can be com-
plimented for the over-all high profes-
sional quality of this dinner theater

show. The costumes are varied and
colorful: the many parts are well cast:
the simple set has a charming sky and
moon: and the 20 assorted maltresses
are stacked up with zany care.

A small orchestra discreetly backs
the show: Barbara Anne Gowans an
piano. Chris Murrell on electric bass/
guitar. and Troy Frever on percussion.

“Once Upon a Matress.” based on
the fairy tale “The Princess and the
Pea.” was a Broadway hit starring
comedienne Carol Burnett. Although
the play has been presented on TV, the
show isnt one that's been dome to
death,

This is not a weighty show. and the
humor is just for fun, But the mood is
good-spirited. and the songs and
dances are just the stuff that fairy
tales are made of.

The show and dinner are offered
Friday-Sunday evenings on the lower
level of the Bum Steer restaurant tfor-
merly Alvaro’s). Steaks are cooked to”
order, and mine was just right and
juicy. The big potato was flavorful and
salad was plentiful. Cocktails are
available extra: waitress service is
provided throughout.

Only thing that needs perking up is
the banquet room itself. This setting
could use a few imaginative touches,
to match the magic of the theatrical
production.

electrifies crowd

gloomy mood. but after a drum break
the band jumps into a joyous, rousing
rendition that has New Orleans street
parade written all over it.

Narvin Kimball shows off his nasal
tenor and his plunking banjo in
another regular band number, “Mem-
ories.” This straight nostalgia song
wafls along in a subdued manner that
had one matronly lady sitting nearby
wiping a tear from her eye.

BOTH “JOE AVERY,"” a boogie-two
beat song, featuring Allan Jaffe's tuba,
and the New Orleans jazz warhorse
“Panama™ have crackling brass and
lengthy solos. When Jaffe gets pump-
ing on his beat-up, silver, Salvation-
Army-reject tuba, there is an
infectious beat that is impossible to
resist clapping along with.

“Panama" give all the musicians,
inclugding the deadpan, 74-year-old

r Cie Frazier an opportunity
to st their stuff musically. Percy
H y growls out a trumpet solo
before an all-out, stomping finish.

The playing of “When the Saints
Come Marching In™ is a signal to the
faithful that they can rush on stage
and shake the hand of their favorite
rusidan or dance in any style that
expresses their joy with the music.

Since 1961, when Allan Jaffe and hi$
wile took up residence at Preservation
Hall in New Orleans, their annual
forays into traditionally jazz-starved
hinter! been an event that is
always welcome. The exciting. some-

times primitive and always driving
mussic is a preservation of a historic.
national rarity.

The older musicians are beginning
{0 leave us one by one, but the expo-
sure o young people around the coun-
try will develop disciples who will con-
tinve a tradition that is as much
spiritual as musical.

is concert was another joyii
stomp in a tradition that will hopefully
continue as long as there is 1 Meadow
Brook Music Festival.

Bikers get set,
get ready, go

Michigan Christian College has an
excuse for you to peddle your bike for
fun.

The Associates of MCC are sponso
ing their third annual “Wheeler™ bik
athon from 10 a.m. to reon. Saturday.
Aug, 12,

The purpose of ~“Wheeler™ is 1o raise
money for the new Lty Student Cen-
ter.

The event will be from 160 a.m. to
noon. Bikers will have a choice of two
routes to ride in the Rochester arca—
6': miles or 10’ miles. beginning at
the MCC campus on Avon Read
between Rochester and Livernois
roads.

ND ENTERTAIN

ON THE TOWN

Glimpses

NEW RELEASES
BAD NEWS BEARS GO TO JAPAN (PG). Scrappy action with the
Bears, their scheming agent Tony Curtis and a Japanese wrestler, not
to mention the ball game.
CAPRICORN ONE (PG). Hoax about a space shot is the gimmick in
this flick with lots of action and lots of Iool_pholes. " -
THE CHEAP DETECTIVE (PG). Peter Falk and terrific cast click in
Neil Simon’s comical take off on the Bogart movies of the *40s.
COMING HOME (R). Powerful story of Vietnam era with Jane Fonda
as officer’s wife who falls in love with disabled vet (Jon Voight).
CONVOY (PG). Kris Kristofferson leads convoy of angry truckers-in
movie expanded from hit record.
DAMIEN: OMEN II (R}. The nasty kid from *The Omen™ is now 13
and he’s back to kill more people as the world heads for Armageddon.
THE DRIVER (R). Explores the state of the professional getaway
driver (Ryan O'Neal) and the detective (Bruce Dern) who hunts him.
‘THE END (R). Black comedy about misadventures of an about-to-die
guy. Burt Reynolds and Dom De Luise star.
F.IS.T. (PG). Sylvester Stallone as union organizer in film that spans
decades from early struggle and idealism to national strength and
corruption. ‘
FOUL PLAY (PG). A romantic comedy-thriller with a goodly number
of laughs albeit many of them are *borrowed"* from other films.
GREASE (PG). Broadway musical about the funky '50s is translated to
film with John Travolta and Olivia Newton-John.
HARPER VALLEY PTA (PG). You heard the song (in the '60s), now
see the movie as Barbara Eden and Nanette Fabray thomp the
ites.
HEAVEN CAN WAIT (PG). Warren Bealty's successful and distinctive
remake of humorous fantasy, “Here Comes Mr. Jordan.” Football
piayer goes o heaven and retums to earth as business tycoon. Fine
jormances,
INTERNATIONAL VELVET (PG). Sequel to “National Velvet™ {1844).
The faces are new and the social relationships contemporary, but the
story is an old favorite comprised of a girl, a horse and a race.
JAWS 2 (PG). Unimaginative recap of original “Jaws™ as another
shark with a,case of overbite and a taste for teens terrorizes beach
.

resort.

REVENGE OF THE PINK PANTHER (PG). Peter Sellers is superb as
the idiotic but successful Chief Inspector Clouseau. ‘A fine addition to
the *'Panther"' series.

SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER (R). John Travolta (of Kotter's sweat-
bhogs) is the main man in film with plenty of disco action.

THE SWARM (PG). Killer bees wing and sting their way into the
United States and assault the city of Houston. Movie by the dean of
disasters, Irwin Allen.

AN UNMARRIED WOMAN (R). Jill Clayburgh in top form as woman
who picks up the pieces after her husband leaves her, then finds there's
mave to life than Scotch tape. Writtén and directed by Paul Mazursky.
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Cantonese & American Foor
" Japanese Steakhouse EXCITING
® Lrotic Cocktails ®: CHALLENGING -~
. ‘CARRY.CUTS OX DHINESE 5000 : . N
Chinese Luncneon 1.3 Jazaneso Luncneon 112 UNIQUE
Cninese Drner 3.9.30 J3Ranese Dnner 6930 Information on Ridex & Inmtruction.
ForReservations Fr 4301 w0300 m Slide sliow & fitme free to groupe
% Phoned 273171 Closed Wonday Call (313) 399-8977
> BANQUETS * MEETIN

%@m%
K
g )

Cacktails|
3350 Auburn

Mandarin, Szechuan
& Cantonese Cuisine

tnz{r Luncheons & Dinners ]

' Road
12 Mile W. of Adams Rd, .
: Your Host: Harold Hom . -
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THERE’S ROOM
AT THE INN

A thoughtful way to welcome vis-
itors or clients is a reservation at
the Kingsley Inn. We are near all
business, sports, and educational
centers in Qakland County.
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jednesday. August 9
tarts 6:00 pm.
General Admission S350
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3 Ringsley Inn

i >
Woodward and Long Lake Road
Bloomfield Hills

564-5144




