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Horror brightens author’s life

The Lutz family had dreamed of

ghwnlég'a house like the one they
in Amityville three years ago.

But almost as soon as they moved
in. the dream turned into a nightmare.
The house was alive with demons.

The family lived in the house for
only 28 days.

Jay Anson, a writer working on
short feature films, says the story is
true.

He wrote a book about what's been
called the Amityville Horror, and it
tumed into the stuff nightmares are
made of.

Riding on the high tide of public
fancy. Anson's book has been
reprinted in paperback after selling
about 155,000 copies in hard cover edi-
tions.

Promoting his book in the Farm-
ington area, Anson hd little trouble
coping with success. .

"It couldnt have happened to a
nicer guy.” he said.

“THAD a hunch, it (the book) would
do well. But nobody would believe it
would take off the way it has,” said

8.

Success has helped him add to his
collection of cashmere sweaters as
well as give him leeway to begin writ-
ing two other books.

But while Anson's basking in’suc-
cess, he adds that the horror that
manifested itself in Amityville fol-
lowed the project even after the book
was published.

For George and Kathy Lutz, owners

Orchard Lk. Road

By MARY LOU
CALLAWAY

Widening of Orchard
Lake Road from Twelve
Mile in Farmington to
Willoway in West
Bloomfield: may not be
completed until 1982.

The fact that the Oak-
land County Road Com-
mission (OCRC) will not
complete the job in 1979
disappointed many of the
100 persons attending the
project public hearing
Aug. 2.

The .4':Amlle widening
of Orchard Lake will be

CIALS, representatives
of civic and business
groups and resident-driv-
ers of the township's
main artery joined police
and fire personnel in
stressing the importance
of the Phase Il stretch
north of Maple Road.

West Bloomfield's
police station and main
fire station are just north
of the two-lane section
which will remain in its
present condition for
another four years.

A Pepper Hill con-
dominum  representati
suggested paving Farm-

of the Amityville home, the demons
who forced them to flee from the town
followed them as they took refuge in
the home of Kathy's mother.

They decided to give up their home
and their family business and move
west, according to Anson.

“They moved to Califomia and they
never went back to New York.” he
said

“They left everything. They Jlost
everything. George sold the business
that his father had left him. They
wanted to be rid of Amityville,”

So far nothing demonic has hap-

JAY ANSON

no improvement there
for al least two years. As
that read is mgre popu-
lated, developer3 will be
asked to participate in
paving cosls. |

Federal funds will pay
70 per cent of the widen-
ing project. Farmington
Hilts will pay 15 per cent.
according to Farmington
Hills City Manager
George Majoros.

The remaining 15 per
cent will be paid by
county funds with some.
yet to be negotiated. par-
ticipation by West
Bloomfield.

done in two phases. ington Road to siphon off Cities collect their
Financing is available some of the traffic along  share of state gas and
for the first phase. but  Orchard Lake Road. weight taxes for roads

ot the second.

OCRC Managing
Director John Grubba
says the county doesn't ::
have funds for Phase {1 7"
and there are no federal
funds available for the
project at this time.

“We've never built a
bigger road project.”
says countly highway
engineer Paul Van
Roekel.

Phase 1. from Twelve
Mile to Maple roads is to
begin by June 1979 and
be completed by Novem-
ber at a cost of $16
million.

Cost figures aren't
available for the 13y-mile

11 from Maple to
Willoway roads. now ten-
tatively scheduled for
completion in 1982, Wil-
loway is about Ss-mile
orth of Walnut Lake |
Road.

West Bloomfield Super-
visor John Doherty sees

maintenance and

directly.

pened to them in"Califormia, according
to Anson. who spoke to the family
recently.

“There have been a few odd
instances. Like George fell off his
ticycle and the handlebars had been
twisted away from the seat.” Anson
said.

“IT COULD have been an accident.
He could have hit a bump. There's a
lot that could be put to imagination.

there are too many instances
be; imagination.”

l);nmgrepaﬁng for the book, there
were a few peculiar incidents, accord-
ing to Anson.

An editor picking up the first two
chapters from Anson couldn't start his
car for the return trip. When he
opened the hood of the car. all of the
lugs on the motor were loosened.
according to Anson.

Another editor who had the manu-
script in his possession drove over
what he thought was a pothole. But a
large water-filled ditch was in front of
him, instead. The car sank but the edi-
tor and his son managed to escape.

When the car was recovered, every-
thing was soaking wet except the man-
uscript. which was dry. according to
Anson,

A reporter assigned to write a story
about the book .took Anson to the
Amityville house for photographs,
After the session. she went into the
tome while Anson headed back to his
New York office.

When the reporter left the house, she

due to be

The county is responsible
for township roads with
some local sharing of
casts,

The road widening is
expected to serve antici-
pated traffic along
Orchard Lake Road for
the next 20 years.

the

intersection.

IT IS ESTIMATED
30.000 cars per day travel
Orchard Lake Road now.

During construction,
temporary roads 11 feet
wide will be used on both
sides of Orchard Lake
Road. These will be con-
verted to eight-foot-wide
non-motorized paths for
pedestrians and bicyeles
after the roadway is

mission.

| Kii'he
Carriage
Bench

Fashioned in grand New
England Tradition, this carriage
bench is a beautiful addition to
any decor. Handerafted of
heavy, rugged New England
hardwoods. Protected by a
special burn and alcohol
resistant finish. It is elegantly
designed with five colors hand
stenciled giving each piece a
distinctive beauty all it's own.
Choice of Dark Pine or Maple

. finish,
Most of those attending :
the meeting at Farm. gzgg?"y $1 1 900

ington Hills City Hall
were residents of West
Bloomfield. They ail
voiced support for the
widening. but com-
plained of the delay in
Phase I1.
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Traffic lights and a
median are planned at
Northwestern
Orchard Lake

About 170 trees will be
replaced or removed. A
jog will be engineered to
preserve the historic
Broughner farmhouse
and copper beech tree
between Maple and Wal-
mut Lake roads.

In response to three
speakers’ urgings for a
solution to the extension
of Northwestem in West
Bloomfield and M-275 in
Commerce. cancelled by
the state highway com-
Grubba said
OCRC is not giving up its

Vislv‘OwPhuiuyl‘vu'rdawa_u Gallery o

Ask our Inteior Designers
10 nelp you with your

found her car on fire. Anson said.

AFTER A FRIEND of Anson's had
taken the screenplay based on the
book home to read. she died with her
two daughters in a fire that engulfed
her duplex apartment.

‘The manuscript remained unbumed,
according to Anson,

After reviewing the incidents. Anson
declines to say whether he actually
believes they were related to the story.

“To what do you altribute these
incidents? Were they coincidental?”
he asked.

Writing about the house and living
there are two separate propositions to

Anson.

“1 wouldn't want to live in the
joint.” he said.

But he likes to visit places which
have earned a ghostly reputation.

While making a film featurette on
“The Exorcist.” Anson met Rev. John
Nicola. a Roman Catholic priest serv-
ing as an advisor to the film company.

Through Nicola. Anson became
interested in the occult.

“There are a lot of things happening
that no one knows about.” he said.

One of his excursions with Nicola
involved a house which was subject to
a series of hauntings that consisted
entirely of noises.

“WHEREVER WE went in this
house we heard chains rattling and
groans,” Anson said. “‘We never saw
anything.”

Anson’s tape recorder failed to pick
up any of the noises. he said.

widened

“We intend to pursue
our lawsuit against the
state for the construction
of Northwestern and M.
2i5. We hope the highw:

ission and Gov.
Milliken will change
their minds.”" said
Grubba.

If built. the two high-
ways would be travelled
by drivers going north-
south and east-west.
relieving local traffic. he
added.

Beautiful Bed-Mates...

at Beautiful Savings...during

SFA's Splendid White Sale!

Here it is: cozy and warm in the European manner! Our
sumptuous yet practical feather bed, all plumped
up with sink-in-able goose feathers, covered with easy care
blue cotton sateen...just perfect for snuggling
under. One person size, regularly %60, now just %48.
Two person size, regularly %80, now *65. Also
on sale, our exclusive pillows filled with DuPont
Dacron® fiberfill 1® Refluffable, washable,
and simply ideal for those allergic to
feathers or down. Standard, queen or king,
regularly *15 each, now just *10 each.

The Linen Pavilion.

s b e

Saks Fifth Avenue, Troy, Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge
Total Units Available 71
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9 Lwoma  Micmigan
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NOW QUNTAIN JACH

londay-Friday Monday-Saturday

from 11:30 am.

OPEN SUNDAY AT NOON

from 5 pam.
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Stalker &
Boos, Inc.

280 N. Woodward Ave.
Birminghiam 646-4560

\, y

MOUTAIN JACK
24275 Sincola Court, Farmingt,

Across from the Hollday Inn of Farmington Hills at

Grand River and 10 Mife

RESTAURANT
on Hills

AUGUST
FUR
SALE

Enjoy considerable savings,
warmth for the cold months ahead,
and fashion individuality by .
selecting a precious fur coat,
stroller or jacket at Jacobson’s
now. Chosen for the luxurious
one-of-a-kind nature of the
skins, richness of coloring, and*
the beauty of styling, each is
outstanding in value and quality.
Included in the group are mink,
muskrat,opossum, raccoon,

fox and other beautiful furs.

From the group: a color-added
ranch mink wrap with subtle
suede inserts. It's three-way

versatile, to be worn suede
tie-belted in front, all around,
or as a beltiess ciutch. $2980.
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