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‘Taxes are THE issue in Election
8. an Oakland County “tax limi-
tation” proposal hasn't been caught up
in the ballyhoo.

A proposal calling for the estab-
lishment of a fixed. uniform, 16.46-mill
county-wide millage will be on tomar-
row’s ballot. It also calls for abolition

offers voters ‘tax limit’

of the tax allocation board. which
many county officials consider an
anachronism.

County officials say that the pro-
posal actually locks like a tax
increase. Taxpayers in many commu-
nities now pay 15 mills in county-wide
taxes while others pay more than 16

Minor parties fight
to make fall ballot

Minor political parties could be shut
out of the November general election.
say United States Labor Party
leaders,

Only days before the statewide pri-
mary election, the U.S. Labor Party
and other minor parties are trying to
get out the vote. Their supporters
won't be voting for candidates. though.
They’ll be trying to secure a spot on
the general election ballot,

A 1976 state law. in effect for the
first time this year, requires new polit-
ical parties to obtain at least 0.3 per
cent of the total primary vote to qual-
ify for a place on the November ballot.

According 1o released statements,
U.S. Labor gubernatorial hopeful
Peter A. Signorelli. a Plymouth native.
and U.S. senatorial candidate Melvin
P. Brown labeled the law “an atttempt
by that same immoral. ignorant coali-
tion that has consistently fought
against America’s progress and
intends to keep the spokesmen for
progress from appearing on the
November ballot.™

Not so. say state election officials
and state legislators.

Back in 1976. according to published
reports. there was the possibility of
having too many parties for machine
ballots. If there were more than nine

parties on the ballol. state officials
said. voting machines would have to
be abandoned.

The election process would then
have to be shifted to paper ballots.
which, officials said. would result in
long waits at the polls.

According to a spokesman for State
Sen. Patrick McCullough (D-Dear-
born). who co-sponsored the bill. *The
hope was that enough parties wouldn't
make the grade™ to force the change
in voting procedures.

“The prospect of going over to paper
ballots had everybody concerned,™
said Larry Tokarski, a McCullough
aide.

THREE MINOR parties will be
listed on tomorrow’s ballot—the U.S.
Labor Party. the Socialist Workers
Party and the Communist Labor
Party.

A vote for one of those parties will
lock the voting machine and the voter
will not be able to vote for candidates
in the two major parties.

According to 1976 election figures.
the three minor parties would have to
get at least 3.500 voles apiece to
reserve a place for their slate on the
November ballot.

Last-minute ballots
frazzle county clerk

By MICHAEL MATUSZEWSKI

As local city clerks hustled to cor-
rect ballots and voting machines for
tomorrow’s primary election. Oakland
County Clerk Lynn D. Allen called
upon the state legislature and the
courts to establish ground rules to pre-
vent last-minute ballot changes.

A court-ordered change last week
forced local clerks across the county
to correct more than 3.000 voting
machines and alter 30,000 to 40,000
absentee ballots. The Michigan State
Supreme Court last week ordered Oak-
land County Circuit Court Judge Wil-
liam J. Beer's name off the primary
ballot.

“This has got o be the worst elec-
tion in the history of elections in Mich-
igan.” Allen said.

In the past month. three persons
bave been ruled off the ballot. Wiltiam

man. who was running for one of
three newly-created circuit court
seats. and Oakland County Sheriff
Johannes  Spreen, who sought the
Democratic gubernatorial nomination.
were also cut from the ballot.

¥ | DON'T THINK the legislature

and the judges understand the prob-
lems the clerks face in preparing the
ballot,™ Allen said.

“Printing the ballot is not just a
matter of putting the names down
once.

“We have more than 77 different
forms of the ballot that must be
printed, as well as a rotation of 14 on
the judicial (ballot) and six on the par-
tisan ballot,” he said.

“We don’t mind the changes.” the
county clerk said. “but we wish it
would have happened a little earlier in
the game."™

ALLEN AND some staff members
said the courts and legislature should
set a deadline for persons to begion
legal action to change the ballots.

“The legislature ought to set a cutoff
dale— say 30 days before the elec-
tion.”” said one clerk’s office
employee.

“There have to be some deadlines so
that the election can be run properly
and ontime.™ Allen said.

The ballot changes. the county clerk
said. “are not fair to the candidates or
the voters.”
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Under the fixed miliage plan, county
officials say. a ceiling would be set at
1646 mills. That millage would be
apportioned as follows: 5.26 mills for
county operations. 9.54 mills to the
local school districts. 1.41 mills to
townships. and .25 mill to the inter-
mediate school districts.

The advantage of the plan, said Oak-
land County Budget Director James

Under the present system. he said.
“somebody’s savings become some-
body else’s bonus. ™

While the plan, officials say. would
promote governmental efficiency, the
tax revolt and mood of taxpayers
across the state would be an additional
incentive for governmental units to
pass their savings back to the people.

The plan. while it has received very
little publicity. has also apparently

Brennan. is that it local
units of government— the county and
townships. in particular—to be frugal.

Under the old system. he said. most
local units feel forced to make com-
plete use of their annual allocations. If
they don't use all of it. Brennan said.
they face the possibility of losing a
portion of that allocation the next
year.

29 Years as
Attorney and Judge
L]

11 Years
Circuit Court Judge
L

Presently on
Court of Appeals
Judge Cynar has already
demonstrated his integrity,
skill, and legal knowledge
as an Appeals Court Judge.

little formal

It has the bipartisan support from
the 27-member board of commission-
ers. County Executive Daniel T. Mur-
phy also is backing the proposal.

Commissioner Lawrence Pernick
{D-Southfield). chairman of the com-
missioner’s Democratic caucus. said
the propositon's biggest advantage is
that it would hold local units
accountable.”

Vote to Retain
Judge Walter P.Cynar

AUGUST 8th

Non-Partisan Judicial Ballot
Paid for by Judge Cynar Committee, 32012 Atine, Warren, MI. 48093

Monday. August 7, 1978

WA

Are writers regular folks?
New book says they are

Writers are not necessarily special
Peaple in terms of sensitivity or talent,

remains always ready and deep. an

Ppoet William Stafford insists in ““Writ-
ing the Australian Crawl: Views on the
Writer's Vocation,” a new book pub-
lished by The University of Michigan
Press (paper, 171 Pp.. $4.95).

“They are simply engaged in sus-
tained use of a language skill we all
have.” he explains. “"Their ‘creations’
come about through confident reliance
00 stray impulses that will, with trust,
find occasional patterns that are satis-
ying.

“But writing itself is one of the
great, free human activities. There is
scope for individuality, and elation.
and discovery, in writing. For the per-
son who follows with trust and forgiv-
eness what occurs to him, the world

. with the
combined vividness of an actuality and
flexibility of a dream. Working back
and forth between experience and
thought, writers have more than space
and time can offer. They have the
whole unexplored realm of human
vision.™

“Writing the Australian Crawl™ is
part of the Poets on Poetry series of
books being edited for the U-M Press
by Donald Hall.

Stafford suggests that “the ordinary
language we use every day has in it a
hidden set of signals. a kind of secret
code. The code can touch into life a
pattern in our feelings. a pattern not
ordinarily roused by events that just
happen.””
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be an excellent judge:

Chief of ‘Appellate Division for Oakland
s Office.

inty Prosecutor’s Off
*Raled “Well-Qualified” by Civic Searchiight
eAssistant proseculor for six years under
Thomas G. Plunkett and L. Brooks
Patterson.

eLaw clork for the Michigan Supreme Court

*Taught law al Catholic University Law
School.

ASSISTANT PROSECUTOR

ROBERT C.

WILLIAMS

FOR OAKLAND CIRCUIT JUDGE
ROBERT C. WILLIAMS has the qualifications to

sUndergraduate degree from Princeton
University.

sLaw degreo from University of Michigan Law
School.

*Extensive experianca in trial and eppellate
courts.

sLilelong resident of Birmingham.

Endorsed by Oakland County
Prosecutor L. Brooks Patterson:
“Bob Wiliams has been a tough,
hardworking assistant prose-
cutor-he will be the same kind of
a judge.”

Pald for by Wiiams for Circut Judge 1486
Codar, Birningham, Michigan 48009
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REPEAT OF
A SELLOUT!

VERSATILE BENCHES
IN YOUR CHOICE OF
FINE QUALITY VELVETS

2for*129

You'll enjoy the quality taitoring and craftsmanship. These great
benches have many decorative uses. Perfect for your hallway, living
room, den, bath or bedroom. The button-tufted. cushioned seat is
extremely comfortable and is experily upholstered in beautiful vel-
vets in your choice of colors from our stock. Quantities are limited,
so please hurry in for yours. We have 59 benches in stock for you
to select from and take with you immediately.

Our Interior Design Services are at no extra charge.

Towne & Country fisu

Dearborn —23600 Michigan Ave.
Bloomfield 4107 Telegraph Rd.
Rochester 1110 S. Rochester Rd. in Winchester Mall
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THE SOLID CHOICE FOR
CIRCUIT COURTJUDGE

in:
1. Speedy Criminal Dis|

ED M. MESTER

OAKLAND CIRCUIT JUDGE

position: Delays in the processing of criminal cases can
be eliminated through the effective use of existing computer technology, thereby

GARAGE DQOR OPENERS

N2/ BY ALLIANCE
*  MODEL GS 450

$168%8

INSTALLED

SOUD STATE
CONTROLS

$175.00
DIGITAL
CONTROLS
1 YEAR WARRANTY

LADDIN “GENIE” =~ gales &
A ADServIng Tri-County Areas Service
WESTLAND PARTS & PONTIAC

722-0610 SERVICE 335-9079

r------‘
I
]

Buy 110 10Medium
atthe regular price

Get same number
of identical PIZZAS

|
i @ TREE
= Little Caesars Pizza |

PICK-UP ANLY One.

Expires
812078

TREE

Vizzas :

coupon per customer
. atpariicipating

. llsted in this wee!

Datroit News and Fres P

T.V. Books.

preventing those who have committed criminal acts from avoiding conviction by
the use of delaying tactics.

2. Certainty of Punishment: FRED MESTER believes that certainty of punish-
ment following conviction is a major deterrant to crime. He will be fair with those
who stand accused in his Court, but also he will be firm in sentencing those who
are ultimately found guilty.

3. Economy in the Court: FRED MESTER has always demonstrated a concern
as to how the Courts spend tax dollars. As Administrator of the Courts in Oakland
County he has managed a budget that was $304,910 in the black in 1977. He has
implemented a jury system that has saved tax payers over $135,000 while improv-
ing the conditions of those serving on the jury
panel. His budget minded consciousness will
bring economy, efficiency, and certainty to the
bench. .

Professional Experience:

* Oakland Circuit Court Administrator
Judicial Assistant

* Federal Prosecutor Chief, Civil Division
United States Attorney

® President-Elect Federal Bar Associ-
ation, Detroit Chapter

Raled “WELL QUALIFIED" by Civic Searchlight

Family:

¢ Resides in Huntington Woods with
his wife, Lynne, his son, David and
his daugher, Kathy.

Education:

e Wayne State University Law
School, Juris Doctorate

¢ Central Michigan University, Presi-
dent, Student Body

¢ Royal Oak Dondero High School,
President, Senior Class

Military Experience:
® U.S. Army Veteran Captain, Armor

HONORABLE JAMES S. THORBURN (Oakland County

Circuit Judge): “Fred is an outstanding lawyer and is a

vigorous, efficient and budget-conscious Adminis-

gaton;; He would make an excellent addition to our
ench.”

Paid for by the Commitise Io Elect Mestes lor Oakand Cecut Judge.




