Mailman’s malady

‘The joke is on the U.S. Mail at the
someone has erected a mailbox for air mail packages. It's hard
enough for a mail carrier these days with dogs and the heat and now
they'll have sore arms from straining. (Staff photo by Art Emanuel)

Northville State Hospital, where

Protect wee ones
from home hazards

You can't be too careful when the
safety of infants and toddlers in your
home is concerned—whether they are
a permanent part of the household or
Just visiting for a short time.

Here are some safety hints for
youngsters in your home:

*Keep all poisonous substances and
medicine out of the reach of children.
If you must store harmful substances
at lower levels, be sure to place these
itemns in cabinets that can be locked. -
Most cleaning agents, medlunes and
even cosmetics can be

#Dispose of old or unused medwme
by flushing it down drains rather than
tossing it in the wastebasket. Also, be
sure that empty containers of other
harmful substances aren't left within
reach of curious tols. Even residual
quantities of these materials can be
dangerous.

" 0f course, children should be
taught that electrical outlets and appli-
ance cords are naot toys. But, to pre-
vent a precocious r from imi-
tating you by plugging in a favorite
toy, install inexpensive covers on out-
lets not in regular use.

*Avoid lellmg appliance cords
dangle below kitchen-counter level to
prevent having the appliances pulled
down. Make sure pot handles are
never left facing outward on the stove
where they could be easily bumped,
resulting in hot foods or other items
falling on youngsters.

eInstall gates at the top and bottomn
of stairways to prevert falls. Be sure
stairs are free from clutter to avoid
tripping by any member of the family.

#Be sure matches, cigarette lighters
and other such items are kept out of
reach of children. Also, check that the
fireplace screen, Whld\ is an essential
feature for safe operation of the fire-
place, cannot be pulled over by a

er. :

*Develop a fire escape plan, and be
sure that all members of the family
know what to do in case of an

emergecy.

Like most safety precautions, these
hints can be carried out with only a
minimal amount of time and effort.
And, the accident/injury potential that
can be avoided by following them an

even greater investment for your fam- ,

ily's future.
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Some goo-goos for Baby Louise

It is being said in some quarters, and a couple
5&I10 cent stores. that science has progressed
beyond man’s ability to deal with it rationally. It's
become quite the issue.

Moralists and magazine writers point to Baby
Louise, the test tube baby born with a silver strip
of I)lmus paper in her mouth. They mention (he

cloning
observed by writer David Rorvik as further evi-

Flip Side

By CRAIG PIECHURA

dence of of man’s infringement on the natural
order of evolution.

All I can say is science progressed beyond my
ability to deal with it rationally long ago. I think it
was when we left the elementary school lesson on
static electricity and moved to the chapter about
spermatazoa and ova. I was disappointed to find
that we were going to leam about tadpole-like
creatures meeting to form meiosis. I thought we
were going to finally find about sex.

Don't get me wrong. [ love scientific break-
throughs and I welcome Baby Louise. I even read
scientific joumals like the lavishly-illustrated
~Scientific American” every so often. I find it a
constant source of amusement to try to grasp the
meaning of articles such as the recent one about
particles and anti-particles tunneling their way
through black holes in space. Ha ha. Ha ha ha.

The joke's on me and a lot of other scientific
illiterates.

THANKS TO Mr. Wizard's TV Show. [ do know
two wseful scientific experiments guaranteed to
win you money in bar bets.

The first one demonstrates the fact that an
uncooked egg in its shell is so architecturally
sound that you can drop it off a rooftop on to a
lawn without breaking it. If you make sure you
don't drop the egg on a driveway or hard dirt
you'll win the bet nine times out of 10.

‘The other scientific trick demanstrates how cold
light—like the light of a firefly—is produced in the
splitting of a wintergreen crystal.

It's best to demonstrate this little experiment
with a member of the opposite sex because you
have to do it in the dark. A closet. cloak room or
bathroom is recommended for prime viewing. You
might even want to tell the person that the experi-

ment works even better if you're in the nude. But
that part’s optional and I'm getting ahead of
myself in this column.

0.K. When the lights are out, each of you face
each other and pop a Wint-O-Green brand Life-
saver into your mouths.

That's not a plug for the Lifesaver company. no
other candy will work. Chew the Lifesaver with
your mouths wide open and watch the fireworks
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MINIMIZE odors in your refrigerator with
a small amount of charcoal placed in one
corner of the unit. The charcoal absorbs the
ickly. Discard and replace occasion-
y ‘maximum results when
want to sell something with an Observer &
Eccentric Classified Ad.
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For the finest custom
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professional finishing and
installation service and the
expertise of 20 years of
experience.
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Enjoy substantiol sovings on floor samples, one-of-a-
kinds, scratch and dent items, odds & ends and dis-
continved styles. All merchandise is from quolity mon-
ufacturers who supply our regulor stores. Naturally at
such great reductions, all goods are sold ‘as is’ and
all sales are final, Delivery exiro:
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inside your partner's mouth. Green lights will be
flashing like crazy as the crystals split.

1f you're too embarrassed to let anyone else in
on the experiment. but are dying to try it yourself,
chew the Lifesaver in front of the mirror in the
dark bathroom. Or don't do it at all. See if [ care.

So what does all this have to do with cute. little
Baby Louise, the English infant who was con-
ceived in a Petrie dish? Admittedly. not muchl
Only that there are many prominent clergy and
sociologists who say that Baby Louise should not
have been bom because her parents Gilbert and
Leslie Brown got an assist from science.

[ could understand the outrage if the Browns
were intent on cloning a race of overzealous
Jaycees. But Mrs. Brown had a blocked fallopian
tube and the conception joined their egg and
sperm. The child is their legitimate offspring.

But the other day. a Catholic theologian on pub-
lic radio denounced Baby Louise’s birth saying it
was immoral because it employed an unnatural
conception.

But the church says all sex acts must be for pro-
creation and this one was.

In this case I wouldn't put any restraints on the
scientists. The only restraint I'd like to
imposed in the whole affair is on the British pre:
who are exploiting the Baby Louise story ev
more than the one about Joyce McKinne,
Miss America candidate who kept the Mormon'in
bondage.

We all know sex sells big in Britain. The ques-
tion is how will social science play in Peoria”
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THE COST OF NEW FURNITURE
Let us restore your hsirlooms ... re-style favorite
pieces. All work completed in our own shop. Crafts-
manship and materials are superior. Choose from
hundreds of smart new decorator fabrics in traditional
and contemporary patiems.

Call for Free Estimate ... 642-0480

Decorators to assist you!
VAN Interiors and Upholstery Co.

@

We honor Mastor Chargo and Visa. VISA'

‘Coavanient Terms are avatable.

Cashin
your cans.

At your Miller Reclamation Center.
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