A victim tells her story
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Rape victims still face long, uncertain

By JACKIE KLEIN

A suspect. posing as a

4 franti

carrier, attempts to break mlo a
Southfield home. He's frightened away
by the family dog.

Less than 30 minutes later. a man
matching the suspect’s description
forces his way into another home in
the area and tries to sexually assault a
Bvear-old woman. The man runs
away when he’s confronted by the
woman’s mother.

These inciderts happened in South-
field last year. In this case. the would-

fr lly called the police department and
asked why they let the rapist go. That's the
procedure, | was told."

~ A rape victim

be rapist was arrested and convicted.
But others in the city aren't as lucky

as these near victims. A woman, lying

down for an afternoon nap. was sex-

wally abused by a masked man who
entered her home. A female office
worker was raped in the parking lot
when she left the building.

The hot seat which awaited the one
of 10 rape victims who pressed
charges cooled off a little when new
legislation went into effect in Michigan
about four years ago.

AUTHORS OF the bill said they
hoped elimination of courtroom ques-
tioning about prior sexual conduct
would encourage victims to report

Tapes.

The law focuses attention on coer-
cion used by the defendant. Under the
old law, passed in 1857. attention often
centered on the extent of the victim's
resistance. It required a woman to
“resist to the utmost.”

One Southfield ‘attorney said many
jurors, especially men, figure if the
victim survived the rape. she hadn't
resisted enough. Under the current
law. sexual assault need not involve
the actual use of force. Threats of
force or retaliation are enough to sup-
port a guilty verdict.

But the wheels of justice grind

exceedingly slowly in many rape
cases. One Southfield woman. three
years ago. told her story in painful
court testimony. The alleged assailant.
a prominent businessman. denied the
charges and a decision is yet to be

Chase ends

This is the result of a hlgh-speed police chase from Detroit to
at dawn last The man on the stretcher is

Detroit police officer Clarence Nunn. He was injured at the end
of a chase at Southfield and Eleven Mile roads. A Southfield
police officer blocked the getaway car which ran through a red
light and struck Nunn’s scout car, police said. The suspect was
arvested for fleeing police and violating traffic signals. (Photo

made in the case.

‘The act of rape didn't happen here,
the woman testified. It was in a new
neighborhood in Oakland County
where the victim met her assailant.

I was introduced to this man by a
friend who lived near his house.” the
woman said. **He asked if he could see
me again and 1 agreed. Two weeks
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later. he picked me up for a date. He
said we were going to a bar for a few
drinks.

I CHANGED into a red turtieneck
shirt and a jumper that zipped in the
back. We went to the bar. 1 told the
man [ had to get home. but he drove to
a deserted site. He stopped the car.
grabbed me and started smothering
me with kisses. The more 1 pushed

In the eyes of some attorneys and judges, rape victims are sexy
ladies who tempt their fate. Under old rape laws, victims had to
prove they strongly resisted their attackers,

him away.
became.
“He became angry and pushed me
down toward the sicering wheel. “Oh
my God.” 1 thought., ° going to rape
me.” He couldnt get my jumper off. so
he began ripping the front of it. I

the more persistent he

began to scream and beg him to please

let me go, [t was hopeless.
“He becﬂmu crazier and crazier and

swore and | saw his fist come at me. 1

ordeal

turned away and he cuffed the cdge of
my chin. Now I was afraid for my life.

1 kept screaming and pushing at
him. My brain made sudden waves. 1
must make sure when they find me
dead that I've got his hair. his skin, his
tlood and. oh yes. my ring’s in his car.
T'beat the horn and each time 1 hit it.
he grabbed my arm to tuck it wder
me. ‘Please. God. help me.” |
screamed over and over again.

“Just when it seemed my strength
had given out and  was doomed. 1 saw
Mashers reflecting around the car. The
next thing [ knew. the police busted
open his side of the door and pulled
him off of me. Another officer ently
belped me out of the car. 1 was shak-
ing and crying hysterically

“AT THE police station. they gave
me coffee and a dress to put on. Then
they took me to the hospital. | had a
sperm count and nothing more. When [
came home and called my doctor. he
was shocked that | hadn't been given a
penicillin or hormune shot or a mom-
ing-after pill to prevent pregnancy.

1 was handed a sheet of paper atter
[ ot out of the hospital. | had to make
o statement in my own words and my
hand was still shaking,

~They let my attacker go e nest
morning. perhaps to mingle with wit-
nesses. get a lawver and work out a
deal to protect nmsclf. | wasnt sure {
was protected from ham, and | traati-
cally called the police department and
asked why they let the rapist go

“Police told me they warned my
attacker nol to come near me or
bother me and he would appear ir
court. That's the procedure. | was
told.

1 was told to take a polygraph test.
Four police officers saw my atiacker
in the act of rape. A neighborhood was
aroused by my horn blowing Yet |
was suspected of lving.”

The alleged assulant could be con-
victed of secund degree sexual assault,
a felony with a maximum sentence of
15 vears. The charge refers to sexual
contact rather than penetration. But
the victim. who has since moved from
Southfield. said she 1 sure her “aua-

ker™ will yet oft free ~That's pro
" she said with a sigh,

cker
codure.

by Ira Strickstein)

Volunteers sought
for Torch Drive

Volunteers are now being recruited
for the United Foundation's 1978 Torch
Drive community campaign in South-
field and Berkley.

People interested in helping by
organizing campaign workers to dis-
trbute Torch Drive literature in their
own neighborhoods should call the
United Foundation office at 616-3096.

The 1978 Torch Drive. which will run
from Oct. 17 through Nov. 9. will raise
operating funds for nearly 137 health

PWP slates

"The Eastem Michigan Regional

“Council of Parents Without Partners

_will have a quarterly meeting at the
Troy Hilton Hotel.
Opening the two-day event will be a
9 p.m. dance Friday. The general pub-
lic may attend.
Saturday events planned include the
general business meeting. leadership

and community service organizations
in Wayne. Oakland and Macomb coun-
ties.

General chairman for this year's
campaign is Arthur R. Seder. Jr..
chairman and president of American
Natural Resources Company.

Community campaign region chair-
man for southeast Qakland County is
Dorothy Fleck of Lathrup Village,

Last Year's Torch Drive raised $42.6
million.

region meet

workshops, and an awards banquet
and ball. Current courtesy cards or
membership cards are required for
admission to the Saturday dance.

PWP is an educational non-profit
organization dedicated to the better-
ment of the lives and families of the
single parent.

For information. call 779-1490.
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CHEERS! The ultimate in
Gourmet Foods & Creative Gifts

A Special Gift is yours
with this ad & @
cheery smile thru
August 19,

Franklin Shopping Plaza

29169 Northwestern Hwy. We gift aerap
Southfield 357 2343 & deliver.
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Call Now 477-6262
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SOLAR CONTROL PRODUCTS €O.

armchai editing,

your own shows.

2. No more arguments

tape one show while
you watch the other.

What's New At Video
Altematives:

with 20 ft. cord.

PANASONIC

than a movie theater.

and TV camera input to make

because now you can

*JVEC

New HR-3600 Video Cassette

Includes exclusives like Still
Frame (for stop-action viewing),
Double Speed/Double Sound
play. remote pause control and
remote Play/Record control

Cinema Vislon 5-ft.* Color TV:
One Piece Self-Contained Unit!
Mode! CT-6000 features 3-tube
in-line optics, remote control,
washable screen, roll-about
casters, twin speaker sound,
and a picture 3 times brighter

Watch What You
When You Want With

2/4 Hour Tape Format!

Hurry, Price

timer, remote pause control for

audio dubbing

5Ways To Enjoy Your 8200 VCR:

3. Tape important TV
events for your
videotape library.

Recorder With Pro Features!

Mode! 750 6 ft.* VideoBeam
In Your Living Room!

Royal Oak
4324 N. Woodward

Call: 549-3100

Expert Consaltation. We

Facllittes.

business applications like

plans available.

We specialize in systems for

clubs & bars. Ask for details,
. Short or long term

See and compare the latest
video components before you
buy. Use our new video tape
deck comparator to see the
difference between units.

Good Thru 8-12-78!

our
TV shows \\Ilh an
optional camera.

4, Tape your favorite
shows while you
work.

Gives You A 50-Yard-Line Seat

specialize in video gear, so
we're prepared to put the right

syster together for your space ———
and budget. Stop by anytime VIsA®
for advice and infgrmation. b G

Want
Magnavox.

Special Tape Offer .

With purchase of the 5200,
receive an assortment of free
blank tape or choose « tape from
these pre-recorded hits: Patton,
MASH, The French Connection.
or Notre Dame Foothall. Ask for
more details when you visit our
store.

_—
Ask About Our New Movie
Lcndlng Library And Discount
Club!

Hundreds of titles to choose
from--an exclusive service of
Video Alternatives!

5. Sleep while you catch
the Late Show.

Get An Advent VideoBeam "™
Now...It's A Wider Windaw On
Your World!

There are many geod reasons to
own a VideoBeam: the historic
Ali-Spinks fight. the World
Series. the Super Bowl,
blockbuster movies, network TV
shows. and more! An Advent
VideoBeam gives you a ringside
scat toall this great
entertainment!

For more information on Advent
projection television. call us and
amange for a demonstration at
Video Alternatives--Metro
Detroit's biggest VideoBeam
dealer!

ADVENT

3VideoBeam 15 2 trademark of Adsent Cur.
* Diagonally measured

Ask about our convenient
financing. delivery and

installation services.

‘We Deliver!




