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Parents more trouble than help to baseball children

A team manager and some parents
ure very disillusioned with their recent
e.perience in the North Farmington
West Bloomfield little league.

1 don't know if I'll coach and man-
age again,” said Pam Pettit, of NFWB
Junior Girls Softball League. I would
have to have one good year to make up
for this season.™

In an open letter to a parent. Mrs,
Pettit detailed some of her frustrations
in coaching the 10-12 age team this
summer.

All of her complaints involved par-
ents. There were parents who com-
plained about driving kids to games.
Mrs. Pettit and team mothers would

agree to pick up those kids. but often
they would not be ready on time.

Most parents, Mrs. Pettit of Farm-
ington Hills. said, would show up for
one game all season. During that
game they would criticize umpires and
the coaches.

No one offered to help all season
except two team mothers who helped
arrange for rides and walch the kids.
Mrs. Pettit handled both the coaching
and managerial duties.

“APATHY AMONG the parents is
pathetic.”” said Mrs. Terry Lifton of
West Bloomfield. a team mother.
“Half of the games the parents don't
even show up. They treat it just like a
baby sitting service. They drop off

their kids and two hours later they
pick them up.

“*Once they showed up,™ Mrs. Lifton
said, “they decided they knew more
than the coach. If they could have
belped the kids at all they “ould have
been helping the whole -~eason. not
going after the coach.

“There were parents who knew the
game would end by 5 p.m.. but we
would have to sit around for 45 min-
utes waiting for them to pick up their
dds. Unfortunately, in this day and
age, you don’l leave a child unattended
at a field.”

“Mrs. Liften added that the coaches
do the best job possible. She said that
the league does not do enough to
instruct coaches.

“That’s why I've never coached.”
Mrs. Lifton said. “It’s not fair to the
girls because I don't know enough
about, the game. Too many coaches
are taking on the job and not giving
the girls alt they should know."™

Officials in both youth baseball and
soccer leagues have complained this
summer about lack of parental
involvement.

MRS. NANCY VANGILDER has two
daughters playing softball in NFWB.
One plays on Mrs. Pettit’s team. Mrs.
Vangilder is a team mother for
another team.

“There’'s a lot of emotion among
parents.” Mrs. Vangilder said. “That’s

ypical of any little league. not just
North Farmington West Bloomfield. [
altended the games. 1 have no com-
plaints about the organization, man-
agement or coaching.

“The only problem,”” Mrs. Vangilder
said. “is that it becomes rather
cliquish. Even though there is an
attempt to fairly distribute the players
on cach team. sometimes it becomes

ded.

Team manager and coach Mrs. Pet-
tit played junior softball herself. When
her daughter began playing. it seemed
natural for her to become involved as
a coach. She may not coach again

* after this year.

~The thing which really bothered
me.” Mrs, Pettit said. “is you would
look at 15 little girls who all want to
Play a certain position. I want to let
them play too. T can't let them play
there every time. I would do what 1
thought was best and hear some par-
ent on the sideline saying. "What's the
matter with that manager. putting
that girl on second base” If I have
five girls who want to play second
base. Il give them all an equal
chang

ce.

“The kids know whal's fair.” Mrs.
Pettit said. “They don't get upsel. If
they say something to me it's because
the parents prompt it.”

Youth cites parents as problem

OPEN LETTER TO

A PARENT FROM

ALITTLE LEAGUE

MANAGER

1 had 15 softball games
and 10 practices this sea-
son. You are the parent
who came to only one of
those games. Oh, I knew
it was vou. I heard you.
You were the one who
thought the outfielder
should be playing closer
to the infield. Before 1
even met your child you
called me 1o complain
that you had six children
of your own to drive to
different activities and
why did 1 make it so dif-
ficult for you by having
50 many practices?

Remember when you
asked me to take your
child to some of the
games because you
weren't able” I at least
hoped you would have
her ready on time when [
picked her up. You made
me 10 minutes late for
the game and the other
parents were angry with
me for the delay in start-
ing the game.

1 asked you to tell me

when your child would be
wable to make a game
but I guess you were too
busy. But that's OK. 1
was at home working on
the game rotation, care-
fully choosing each
player for her position.
making sure she
wouldn't have to sit out
wo often. When game
time arrived the rotation
was useless because you
didn't bother to inform
me. 1 kept believing in
you though, and never
gave up trying to play
the girls fairly.

YOU WERE THE par-
ent who screamed at the
opposing team. criticized
the umpire and just
couldn't figure out why
piaced my girls in the
batting lineup as I did.

Most of all 1 appre-
ciated your concern
when you approached me
during a game and
asked, “May I make a
suggestion?"

For the 14 games you
didn't attend. there was
usually another parent to
take your place.

Dog field

competition

A fun trial, training session and
water test will be conducted by the
German Shorthaired Pointer Club of
Michigan Sunday at the Highland Rec-
reation Area near Milford.

Entries will be accepled beginning 8
pm. and the program should get
started at approximately 8:30 a.m.
‘There is no charge for spectators.

The test will be conducted at the

arn Course.

Specific details about the registra-

tion fee and the day's program may be

i by contacting Ken Pauley at
7350413,

142 E. Walled Lake Dr.
Walled Lake 624-8600
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Excellent opportunity

for success
oriented salesman

1f you believe you have superior sales ability
and are interested in the world of finance, you

may be the person we're looking for.

We offer an outstanding opportunity to in-
dividuals interested in broadening their base

N

of ur

receive comprehensive training, liberal com-
pensation and employee benefits available
from this large St. Louis based NYSE broker-

age firm.

Naturally, your reply will be in the strictest

confidence. Contact

Paul ). Pickner
646-9100
A.G.Edwards & Sons, Inc.
251 Merrill Street

Birmingham, Mich.
48011
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Finally. after the last
game. you picked up
your child and the two of
you drove off and as |
stood there watching you
1 thought. “They didn't
say thanks'—they didn't
even say "good-bye.™

1 know you feel you
can do the job more
effectively. so I am step-
ping aside so that you
can manage a team next

year.

To help you get
started. I'll give you an
idea of what to expect:
150 hours of hard work
without monetary com-
pensation (broken down
that would be approx-
imately 50 hours actual
game time. 30 hours of
practices. 5-10 hours con-
versing with league com-
missioners and four
hours of meetings learn-
ing first aid and softball
strategy).

You must learn the
current season’s rules
because what applied
last year doesn’t neces-
sarily apply the following
year (you must be pre-
pared because some par-
ent invariably will know
more than you. After all.
they only have to watch
one thing while you must

sk & tennis|

4702 N. Woodward Ave,
Royal Dak, Mich. 48072
(313) 5497474
The Racquet Room

Franklin Racquet Club
(313) 358-5420

have your eyed in all
directions at once,
whether it be softball
strategy. making sure
the batter is wearing a
helmet. being careful a
batter in the dugout
doesn’t hit another
player with her bat.
ete.).

YOU MUST spend end-
less hours going over the
rule book, interpreting
its jargon and making
sure the local league’s
rules do not conflict with
the official rule book.

You will need a

dependable coach. team
mother and scorekeeper.
Tell them they will all
play an integral part in
the team’s success and
must be willing to put in
a great deal of their
time.

Expect three to four
telephone calls from a
team member every day
there is a game. Some
need a ride (from you)
and some forget where
the game will be.

You must be prepared
to pick up equipment and
wiforms. distribute the
wiforms and be respon-

CHUCK’S AUTOSPECIALS

sible for their retum at
the season’s end.
Make up a team roster.
Set time aside for team

pictures.

Expect the unexpected.

Expect criticism from
parents and your own
coaches—but be ready—
tell them. “If you think
you can do it better. take
over.” After that they
won't say anything.

Pam Pettit
Softball Manager

PS. Letter to kids:
You make it all worth it.
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OFFER GOOD THRU AUGUST 24, 1978

CHUCK'S \ACE/ HARDWARE |

27307 West Seven' Mile-ledford Twp.
Just east of Inkster N
B Mon.-Sat. 8:30-7 p.m. ¢ Sunday 94

THE AOBERT

®Plumbing @Heating ® Air
Sewer Cleaning
#Ceramic Tile

SALES - SERVICE

[nstallation of

® Floor Covering
Bath & Kitchen Remodeling
24-HOUR SERVICE
“Visit Qur Showroom™

LESEHGEN

THE %’1
PLUMBERY®

HOME CENTER

Conditioning BY OAKLAND HARDWARE CO. ~
®Electrical i i
eGutters v All Your Plumking and Heating Needs

for That “Do-It-Yourselfer”
FREE Advice
on How-to-do-it-yourself
2775 Haggerty Rd.

On Haggerty Rd., % mi. north of 16 mi. Rd. Walled Lake Phone
Walled Lake ' Farmington Mon.-Fri. 8-9 =
669-2020 626-1808 Sat. 88; Sun. 96 669-2022

It's Our 2nd Birthday
We're Not Only Getting Older...
We're Getting Better!

JUST ARRIVED!!! N
1978 PLYMOUTH VOLARE
DRIVER EDUCATION CARS
Wagons

2-Doors 4-Doors

L /

OPEN MONDAY & THURSDAY ‘TIL 9 P.M.

CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
NOTICE

The City of Farmington Hills will hold a Public Hearing August 14, 1978 at 7:00
o'clock P.M., at the City Administration Building in the Council Chambers at 31555
Eleven Mile Road. Farmington Hills, Michigan, to discuss the Housing Assistance
Pian pursuant to the Community Development Block Grant Program. Comments
from the Public will be welcome.

FLOYD A. CAIRNS. City Clerk

Publish: August 3and 10, 1578

LIVONIA
BUILDING MATERIALS CO.

T, 12770 Farmington Rd

\) S of Scnoolcralt Rd

e 937-0478 421-1170
ALUMINUN

CHIMNEY COVERS

With Burd Guards
INSTOCK 97°X97 87X13" 137%13"
OTHER SIZES AVAILABLE

WALLBOARD 0y wan

4x8 4x10  4x12
% 3.22
AU 347 ] 441 | 529
OTHER LENGTHS 1y STOCK UP T04 x 14|
MON.-FRI. 8-5

HOUSE PAINT

———
13.99 OUR BEST!

12.990UR BEST! ~ 13.99 OUR BEST!

ACRYLIC LATEX GLOSSALKYDOIL  GLOSS LATEX
HOUSE PAINT ~ HOUSEPAINT  HOUSE & TRIM

» TOUGH ACRYLIC  RICH FULL (“:(LSSS + WARRANTED ONE

 NON YELLOWING . g:';li:aﬁw LGOAT e

ILDEW DEFIANT
30 POPULAR COLORS

99

* SUBDUED GLOSS * MILDEW DIFIANT

FINISH

GALLON GALLON GALLON
REVERSE HAGGERTY'S
BOARD AND BATTEN 4x5 MINI-TIES
YELLOW PINE SIDING RAE
66°¢ iin. Fr.
oo $16.95 h
Cash-N-Carry,

$1959%5
, 10x10 OUTDOOR
WOOD DECK PACKAGE
Inciudes Wolmanized Southern Pine for ak
STEPS lecessary Beams, Joists, Facia, and Deck Top.
BENCHES
RAILINGS OPTIONAL

WALLED LAXE: MON- FRI 8-8, SAT 8-5,SUN10-3
ROWELL: MON-FRI 8-6, SAT 8-5

L i

SALES ~ SERVICE — LEASING
DAILY CAR RENTAL
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?HAGGERTY

% LUMBIER & SUPPLY co.

2055 HAGGERTY. WALLED LAKE. (313) 624-4551 OR 356-6166

227 X. BARNAN. HOWELL. (517) 546-9320
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