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Burlesque recaptures little more than nostalgia

Those of us who have not been to

By ETHEL

If this was burlesque, we haven't
missed much.

Onetime  stripper Ann Corio has
brought her show “This Was Bur-
lesque™ to the Birmingham Theatre
for a six-day stay through Saturday.
‘The show opened Monday night te an
unpacked house,

The show is touted as the all-new
1978 version of This Was Burlesque,"
which Ms. Corio has been starring in
since 1962.

BesidesMs. Corio’s modest strip-
tease, there are a couple of other strip-
pers in the show. And one (Luna)
takes it all off. except for a G-string,
while swallowing fire, The other strip-
per. a sultfy blonde (Phoenix Flame),
twirled her tasselsfore and aft.

Vying with the blonde for best of
show was comic Jerry Lester, who
achieved fame in the early days of TV
as host of the late-night live *Broad-
way Open House.” In a shoulder-
length brown curly wig, Lester man-
aged to be raunchy and funny as he
stripped to a few false bare essentials.

MS. CORIO IS still a stunning
wornan, with a pretty face, red tresses
and a knock-out figure. Her plunging
necklines were revealed in a constant
change of costume, as Ms. Corio nar-
rated the nostalgic history of bur-
lesque.

Her strip came at the end of the
show, when she recrealed her famous
routine from the 1930s. Dressed in pink
crinoline, she teasingly talked to the

burlesque shows before discovered
that most of the jokes were, as
expected, about sex. But it was dis-
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appointing to find this “musical sat-
ire” more corny than racy. The con-
stant references to the same old thing
was boring.

Besides the free Birmingham
Theatre program. which tells a little
about burlesque, an interesting souve-
nir program offering “'A Pictorial His-

tory of Burlesque™ by Ann Corio was
on sale for $2 The candy butcher
Josip Elic) promoted this before the
intermission break.

strains of "A Pretty Girl."” Then she
removed a few garments lo appear
fleetingly in a sheer top and bottom.
“T'll catch cold,” she said, donning a
flowing pink ruffled capelet.

Chi

Five top bananas, or burlesque
comics, appearred in the show.They
were better than their material per-
mitted. The skits were incredibly bad,
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it seemed to me, and one with kids in a
schoolroom and Ms. Corio as teacher
hadhumor that would appeal only to an
adult with a 12-year-old mentality.

Mon-Thurs. 1130 am. 1o 1030

56 N. Woodward Ave. Bimingham

Open m
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Most of the comics were of the
baggy-pants variety, and Maxie Fur-
man knew how to deliver a line, if not
how to choose one. A routine where he
kept taking his pants off had him going
down into the audience and clowning
with a woman in the front row.
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Throat” were you?" he queried after

she put her purse over her face to
avoid him. Everyone in the front row
was generally good-natured about the
frequent audience participation. how-
ever, including this’same woman.
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HER ESCORT was a constant target | )
for joking by the Burley Cuties, six
lively showgirls in the cast. (Two

couples escaped the share-the-fun rou- Jcktails Cﬂr Out
tine when, before the show. they pro- Cdcktal N ry °
lested being seated in the front row, 3350 Aubum’ Road *852.9280

and got other seats.} 12 Mie W, of Adams Rd.

Your Host: Harold ‘Hom

Mandarin, Szechnan
& Cantonese Cuisine

Luncheons & Dinners -

Tanight. Light up your life
Ted’s for an evening of fine dining

cocktails and some first rate musical
entertainment that you can even get up and
1.

/OMERSET
B e BAVARIAN VILLAGE

wedY

il
Neil e €0

which includes rolls, butter, choice
of potato’ and salnd.

5695

duced by
Ji unce
Productions, Inc.

will be V2 price

. N
Reservations (Reservations Requested)

Faye D of
Tamny Los Janes EYES

e,
PONTIAC MALL
CINEMAIXTI & ea2ss4a
NI RO.of ELIZABLTH LAKE ROAD

EVERYDATTIL |~y
2:30RM.-51.50
Faye Dunaway
Tommy Lee Jones

“EYES

of Laura Mars” R
1:35-3355:35-7:35-935

643-8865

FIVE MILE. CORNER OF INKSTER

\\ 27331 W.

oy 9 @ FESAvATIONS
HUCKSS 5353200
Banquet Facililies
“The Daily Dinner Special”
Top Sirloin of Beef

Monday Night is Ladies Night!
All Dinners for Escorted Ladies

OPEN MONDAY FOR LUNCH AND DINNER

dance 10 if you wan.

You'll find one of the finest seafood
menus around at Ted’s. How abous
trying our broiled fresh Florida red
snapper tonight? 1t comes with the
famous Gatsby’s Salad, a special loa# of
fresh-baked dinner bread and potato or
vegetable,

Ted’s regulars know what the fown is
talking about. Try Ted’s once and find out.

AEQUESTED)

Woodward a1 Square Loke Road in Bloomfield Hills. Reservations recammended, call 6447744,

S

Rinasley Inn

HOTEL

oversee all arrangements and details.

passenger
capacity

Take your group, friends or
business associates to any
destination aboard Aladdin's
air conditioned, rest-room
equipped coaches-up to 51
—

Phone (313) 338-2644
AladdinTourse-

Woodward and Long Lake Road
Bloomficld Hills
644-1400

Would like the pleasure of hosting your next banquet
or party. Call us today. Our experienced staff,
headed by Mr. Frank and Mr. Fekay. will personally

564-5144
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Carry-outs on Chinese food
HINESE: LUNCHEON 11 AM3P.M.
JAPANESE: LUNCHEON 11 AM.2 P.M., DINNER 5.9:30 P.M.,
FRIL & SAT. "TIL 10:30 P.M.
16825 MIDDLEBELT AT 6 MILE, LIVONIA
Reservations Accepted 927-3171
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ALL NEW AND TERRIFIC

Monday to Saturday It a.m. til 2a.m

SMILE & NORTHVILLEROADS

Museum. Our Old Time Summer Fest

1313) 271-1976.

The Great Vacation
. 1 Alternative:

Treat your family
to a thousand happy yesterdays.

Enjoy the good old days this summer at Greenfield Village and Henry Ford
al's in full swing now. It really
something different - with stage, medicine, and Punch and Judy shows:
antique steam train, ModelT, carviage and steamboat rides; historical
buildings: demonstrations of early American crafts; many more pleasures of
the past. And don't miss Henry Ford Museum right next door: 14 acres of
American heritage under one roof — s rain or shine, you'll have a good old time.

Greenfield Village & Henry Ford Museum

Dearborn. Michigun » Open Daily Admission for cach facility only $3.50 for adults and
$1.50 for children 6.12. Kids snder 6. free. For more informatian. call the Village Pasty Line:




