Moral perspectives

Baby Louise conceived

Little Louise was born and is report-
»dly healthy. Suddenly we are all arm-
shair experts in ethics as we praise or
dfame the new medical ability to
mlervene directly in the process of
2onception.

One complaint is that doctors have
intruded on divine perogatives. “We
don't want people handling what God
gives.” But God's gift of life includes
intelligence which has developed thou-
sands of benefits, including advancing
medical skills. Appreciative use of
intelligence is accepling a divine gift.

What is the gift of life? The wisdom
of thousands of years finally came into
writter: words which say the gift of life
was the infusion of breath or spirit into
physical bodies which thereby became
human. Life is not mere hiology. Reli-
gions teach that the body is a tempo-
rary home of an eternal spirit. The
real question js the meaning of spirit
and body united in each unique person.

A HELPLESS human baby can sur-
vive only if there is dependable phys-
ical care. But this dependence is more
than physical. Tender loving care is
not sentiment or luxury but a literal
necessity. Humans must be loved into
life and survival hinges on love contin-
uing for a long time.

Life-creating love is intentional
investment of energy. It is not what
we think of as private emotion or
delightful fantasy: the common defini-
tion of love as romantic feeling is a
destructive distortion. :

Love is energy flowing between
people. Love is power crating mutual-
ity. Love is communication by which
each affirms the other. Love is com-
mitment to risk involvement in each
other’s well being and destiny.

CONCEPTION IS uniting sperm and
egg and giving the cell division proc-
€ss a nurturing home in a womb. Psy-
chologists say the risks are so great
that a positive intention to be a mother
is required, even if not recognized: in
this sense there is never an unwanted
child.

But thousands of unwanted children
suffer because biological processes
roam without intentional life-creating
love.

Conception is, morally, an act which
involves parent-to-be in an obligation
to provide the love which gives and
sustains infant life. Without the love

> and intention, conception is a biologi-
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cal accident as horrible as a death-
causing accident or worse. A decision
to love a child-o-be is commitment to
thousands of acts in pre-natal care and
infant nurture.

DO WE INSULT God by interfering
in physical processes? No, it is when
we view life as merely physical that
we insult God. Tradition teaches that
we are created in the image of God.
and then jolts us with only two
descriptions of God—God is love and
Gaod is spirit. We get in trouble with a
childish view that God’s image is like
a mythical Uncle Sam or Paul Bun-
yan. Our intervention in physical proc-
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esses is not usurping divine power but
acting responsibly to focus on love and
spirit.

We began tampering with physical
processes when humans leamed to
control fire and design clothing so we
could survive in life-threatening cli-
mates. Medical *‘tampering” has
eradicated much disease and lessened
the ravages of many ills. Why be upset

ause there is new ability to ease
the heartbreak of infertility?

THE REAL QUESTION is intention
and consequences. If we think only of
pssible aberrations and misuse of
skills. we defy history. Should we pro-
hibit a wheel because it has now
become an automobile which kills and
maims thousands daily? The wheel is
here to stay and so is medical skill.

Medical aid in conception gives not
less but more opportunity to focus on
what it means to be human. The
intention to offer life-giving love to a
new life becomes more clearly a deci-
sion. Love makes us human and spirit
is the power and direction in our
choices. We are decision-making ani-
mals and every chance to put love and
spirit at the center of choice increases

Lake Michigan ecology improving

ho!
clean the water could possibly be with
all the congestion and pollation
sources surrounding it. What is the
condition of Lake Michigan? -
Mr. arid Mrs. C.S.,
Southfield

Good—and bad! A twoyear EPA
study of Lake Michigan shows that
some pollution has been checked but
the open lake waters are deteriorating.

‘The research suggests that the par-
tial ban on phosphates in laundry
detergents and on the insecticide DDT'
have improved Lake Michigan water
quality. “The strategy of banning sub-
stances before they enter the environ-
ment can be an effective technique,”

the study concludes.

Because of industrial and municipal
pollution abatement programs, certain
local nearshore areas have improved,
several public beaches have reopened
for public bathing, and some abate-
ment of taste and odor problems in
dhrisn!dng water gotten from the lake

d.

On the bad side, however,
icati i of

calculation, that is, the dramatic
reduction of DDT levels in Lake Mich-
igan fish. In 1976, the levels of this
toxic insecticde found in coho saimon,
lake trout, and chub were down about
90 per cent from.the 1989 concentra-
tions (when DDT was finally banned
nationwide).

‘The Great Lakes contain one-ifth of
the world’s fresh water. Most of the 30

the open waters, continues. The level

of PCBs (polychlorinated biphenyls)

and dieldrin (a pesticide) in fish still

remains high, and concentration of

chloride in the lake are higher than
fore.

The light at the end of the tunnel is
evident, however, in a particularly
striking example of how an ecosystem
can rebound from human mis-

million in the Great Lakes
Basin drink from, swim in, or fish in
these waters.

The lakes bring jobs, affect our
health, and cost tax dollars. The Great
Lakes Basin today faces serious envi-
ronmental and economic choices.
Responsibility for these choices must
be shared by all.

‘The Great Lakes Basin Commission
is working on a plan to coordinate and

round out the numerous water man-
agement and planning activiites
throughout the region. To succeed, the
basin plan must be responsive to the
needs and desires of the people who
live and work in the region. In this
context they are seeking your help.
Great Lakes problems: What do you
think? Send your comments to the
Great Lakes Basin Commission, Box
999, 3475 Plymouth Road, Ann Arbor,
Mich. 48106.

Concern Inc. Detroit answers your
questions on environmental and con-
sumer issues. Send your letters to Con-
cern Inc. Detroit, 1 Northfield Plaza,
Troy, Mich. 48098.

Grace R. Gluskin
Executive Director
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the humanity in us.
The secret of life is not a biological
unknown but a spiritual mystery of

e-giwing love

life-giving love. We need all the medi-
cal aid we can get, and more. to focus
love by intention and commitment.

Eond group fashions

a couture showing

Haute couture especially designed
for the show will be highlighted when
the 1978 Michigan Premiere Israel
Bond Fashion Festival comes to Oak-
land County.

The annual presentation showeasing
the best of Israel fashion will tour 60
major cities in the U. S. and Canada
and will be presented here on
Thursday, Oct. 19 at Congregation
Shaarey Zedek in Southfield.

Mrs. David B. Hermelin of Birming-
ham has accepted the chairmanship of
the show, according to Mrs. Allen
Charlupski, women's division chair-
person.

Hatlie, Inc. in Birmingham will lend
its expertise in coordinating and stag-
ing the presentation and, as in the
past, local TV celebrities will help
model the clothes.

A meeting to organize the fashion
show committee will be held at the
home of Mrs. Fred Walters in South-
field on Aug. 22,

Mrs. Hermelin commented that
Israel’s fashion and textile industries
have grown miraculously in the short
year history of the country.

“Export is vital to Israel's economic
health and fashions are now the third
largest export product and are staple
items in top fahsion stores throughout
the world,” she said.

“The women's division of Israel
Bonds is an organization dedicated to
the economic development of the State
of Israel. By spornsoring the amnual all-
Israel fashion festival, we create a

wease for exciting Israeli fashions
and also help make additional loan dol-
lars avaialable, through Israel Bonds,
for the development of the fashion
industry, as well as many other indus-
trial enterprises,” she said.

A native Detroiter and a graduate of
the University of Colorado, Mrs. Her-

DOREEN HERMELIN

melin devotes much of her time to
actively serving the community and
Israel.

She presently serves on the boards
of the Israel Bond Women's Division,
Jewish Welfare Federation Women's
Division, Sinai Hospital Guild and
Michigan Regional ORT. She is vice-
president of Cong. Shaarey Zedek Sis-
terhood and co-chairperson of
“Orchards,” the National Council of
Jewish Women's mental health facility
and is active in other communal
organizations,

She and her husband, David, are
parents of five children and have
made frequent visits to Israel.

Mrs. Walters is a past president of
the Michigan Regjon of ORT.

For more information about the
meeting or the Oct. 19 festival, call the
Israel Bond office at 968-0200.
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