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Second-time poet finds success

By DIANE ABRAMS

After writing poems while in high
school and later when she was at Deni-
son Uni ity, Helen McL

do it in a pleasant, simple way,” she
said.

She added to her intuitive under-
standing of people, common to poets.

tucked her typewriter away. X

Now a retired consultant on aging
and pre-retirement plaming for Fam-
ily Services of Oakland County, this
Troy resident has returned to her
early love. She is the author of an ong-
oing poetry collection, “Faces and
Other Facets™ and president and
member of the editorial board of
Green's Magazine.

In 1970 she began a collection of
verses which has since developed into
a thick folder reflecting thoughts,
fears and hopes of people everywhere,

“I wanl to say specific things that
are really universal and to be able to
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Helen McLennan focuses in on life’s small, moving incidents. (Staff

through as a social
worker. Her skills as a wirter enable
ber to express complex ideas in clear,
concise Janguage. .

However, she refuses to take too
much credit for her recently published
collection.

‘WRITING POETRY IS A
METHOD of releasing my own feel-
ings,” she said *‘I never used to sub-
mit my work. It's only because of the
encouragement I received from
friends and family that I ever consid-
ered the idea.”

Her recognition as a poet began in
1972 when she submitted a poem to
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COMPLETE GARDEN CENTER
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CAN PLANT ALL SUMMER..
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can help you achiove the best effect for your home. Our designers draw scaled
fandscape plans at no charge when you buy your plants from us - just bring in
your tile survey or lot dimensions and photos, designers wil do the rast. For
the professional touch at everyday kow prices come to Plymouth Nursery.

FOR EXAMPLE:
THIS IS A
50 ft. House
on a
65 ft. lot

4. dense yows 51
1- cistena plum $9.95.

9.95
2- 95 527,90
7 - Broadmore juniper $14.85
S10465
1- Russlan Olive $30.00

ereee $30.00
6 - Dwarl Red Quince $6.95..541.70

8800 ANN ARBDR- PLYMOUTH RD.(M14)
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OPEN DAILY 8-8 Ph' 453 -5500
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Green's Magazine, a literary pub-
Lication of short fiction and poetry.

Her poem, “The Prince,” was the
first in a series under the sub-headirig
“Faces.” Prince was Mrs. McLen-
nan's son’s dog. In three verses, the
poem poignantly describes his final
moments. It is typical of her vivid
word pictures.

Mrs. McLennan began her “Faces”
series after discussing the idea with
David Green, editor and founder of
Green's Magazine. He encouraged her
to produce poems which portray
people, things andexperiences to
include under “Faces.”™

Part of this collection is in her book
“Faces and Other Facets.” However,
the series isn't complete.

McLennan met Green in 1971 after
taking his creative writing course at
Oakland University. Now she is presi-
dent of Green'’s Magazine, as well as
on the editorial panel.

GREEN ESTABLISHED THE
MAGAZINE to provide an additional
outlet for high standard short fiction
and poetry on a professional level.

‘The magazine has just completed its
sixth successful year of publication. It
comes out quarterly—spring, summer,
fall and winter.

*“David (Green) felt sorry for all the
people who were writing and getting
rejection notices. He originally started
the magazine for students, but now we
receive over 4,000 manuscripts a
year,” said Mrs. McLennan.

With enthusiastic response from
writers, Green's Magazine is unable to
print all the material received. How-
ever, instead of sending out rejection
notices, the panel of editors send out
letters of constructive criticism.

s

“WE'VE GOTTEN A VERY POSI-
TIVE response about the way we
handle rejections. Most of those who
receive a list of criteria in areas that
need improving send us a letter of
gratitude,”” said Mrs. McLennan.
“Many have followed our advice and
got their work accepted by other pub-
lications.”

It was the number of letters reques-
tingmore of “Faces” from Green's
subscribers that prompted Mrs.
McLennan to publish her collection.

Now her poems are sold at a variety
of book stores—Little Professor and

Bookworm in Birmingham, Card and
Bookshop in Troy, First Edition Inc. in
West Bloomfield and Bobbies Hobbies
in Holly.

I start out by writing down every-
thing [ want to say, which may take a
wholepage. As my mood changes, my
preferences change and so does my
poetry,” she said.

“I DO MOST OF MY WRITING in
the evening, but I may have something
trewing in my head for weeks, Some-
times I'll just write a sentence, or a
title,then set is aside and come back to
it later,” she said. ““Time doesn't mat-
ter.Frequently I have two or three
things going at once. Ideas have to be
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worked out in my before
I can get them down on paper.”

Hy. 626-2422 | -

However, ideas don't always develop
as intended, she said For the best
results, she shelves her recently com-
pleted work and later returns to it with
a fresh outlook. Then begins the rew-
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rite when the work is polished. Even-
tually a finished product that fulfills
her expectations emerges.

“I think of my poetry in layers
because one piece works into another.
This helps in being able to univer-
salize.’ said Mrs. McLennan,

Though Mrs. McLennan usually has
a spedific reason for creating as poem,
interpretation is subject to the expe-
riences her readers bring.

A line in her poem “Progosis”
reads, “And of locusts and wild
honey.” Knowing that this is a Biblical
quote may change a reader’s inter-
pretation. However, that knowledge
isn't necessary in order to understand
or appreciate the work.

“PROGNOSIS” WAS WRITTEN
after Mrs. McLennan attended a num-
ber of committee meetings. It reflects
on the tedious red tape and inefficient
procedures common to meetings.

“The prophets in Biblical times ate
locusts and wild honey. They lived in
the desert and let hermit lives. What
I'm suggesting in *Prognosis™ is that
out of all the nonsense prevalent at
many of these meetings, there was
probably someone who had something
significant andmeaningful to say.”
said Mrs. McLennan.

1 think it’s temping to work on
another book. I can't stop writing,"
she smiled. “The poems just produce
themselves, ™
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LEE'S & KARASTAN CARPETS

P 8497 W. Grand River

Office Supplies @ Desks
Printing @ Chairs

Office Equipment @ Lamps =
Rubber Stamps @ Sofas o
Interior Design Service @ Accessories

30% savings
on all PAINTINGS & GRAPHICS in stock
20% savings
on all BRIEFCASES,
TOTE BAGS,
CATALOG CASES
in stock
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(between 13 & 14 Mile Roads)
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FALL REGISTRATION

TRADITIONAL COLLEGE CLASSES
(TRANSFER and CAREER)

Mail-in Registration—Closed

Walk-in Registration—August 25
August 28-29 by student number
Late Registration—September 1

Telephone 591-6400
Ext. 340

Schoolcraft College

18600 HAGGERTY RD. LIVONIA, MICHIGAN 48152

CONTINUING EDUCATION
COMMUNITY SERVICES
CLASSES

Mail-in Registration-August 18
deadline

Walk-in Registration-Sept. 6-7
Late Registration—September 12

Telephone 591-6400
Ext. 404
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YOUNG DETROITERS

Shows at 2 & 7 P.M.

PO0OOOCOVVOO0OO

Livonia Ml
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“MY DETROIT—
WELCOME TO IT”
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BIGGEST SIDEWALK SALE EVER!
3 Big Days - Friday, Saturday, Sunday

AUGUST 18-19-20

Earl Kaufer
25916 West 7 Mile, Redford Township
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Pants, Slacks up to $35
only $3
Designer Jeans Reg. $17
only 859 Two For $16

Men’s Robes Velour, Silk,

Terry Lined up to %35
only 925

, Buy A Few For Christmas

WINTER JACKETS
Nylon Down Look
with Hood S.M.L.XL

Reg. $25 Only 895
) Men’s Support Hose
Reg. $295

LADIES LONG

LEATHER COATS
Reg. %135

Only $5 9

Not in alf sizes °

only 7% dozen
Limi dozen 1o customer
All Sales Fina}
\In Case of rain sale
_ will be held indoors
Store Hours
9 am. - 6 p.m.
Every Day for This
Special Sale
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