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2 Men Hunted
In Bank Robbery

Two men described as “fairly well-dressed” used
tear gas to roba branch of the National Bank of Detrolt
at 31806 Grand River in Farmington about 10a.m. Tues-
day.

Robert Deadman, director of the City’s Department
of Public Safety, said about $6,500 in a combination
of change and bills were taken from the bank's teller
cages. B
Deadman said the holdup took place at 9:46 a.m,

Some chemical having the effect of tear gas was used
by the men, Deadman sald. Bank officials said two tellers,
two customers and an assfstast manager were inthe bank
at the time. No ane was injured.

The bank manager saw a get-away car leaving the bank
and followed it a short distance before losing it in tratfic.
The license number was belng checked, D&dman sald,
but bank sources sald the vehicle was stolen.

Witnesses described one of the robbers as,about 30
years of age, 5-feet-, and wearing a dark felt hat, a
dark topcoat and a dark sult, He tarried a black steel
revolver,

The other was described as about six feet tal,
medium butld, black curly hair. He was wearing dark-
rimmed glasses and a sult covered by a dark topcoat.
He carried an aerosol can, Both men were white.

Deadman said photographs of the robbery taken by
bank cameras were being processed.

Township Views

The first township hearing on consolida-
tion sponsored by the Joint Study Committee
was held last week. Reporter Wylie Gerdes
was there and reports on the debate and
questions asked by Farmington Township
residents,

Pages 44, 20D

More Challenges

As the consolidation election draws near-
er, opponents and proponents are finding
more to disagree about. This week, John
Allen tells why he feels the proponents are
wrong, and John Richardsorv.says why he
feels Allen is wrong.

Pages 44, 64

How To Clean Up

Farmington Township has adopted an
ordipance which it hopes will aid in cleaning
up shopping centers. How the township hopes
to accomplish this beautification effort is
reported inside.
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WANTED FOR
OBSERVER
PAPER ROUTES

Yes, | am 12 years
old and | want you
to place my neme
on the waiting list for an

(OBSERVER Paper Route . . -

and mail fo the

OBSERVER CIRCULATION DEPT.
271 S. Main St., Plymouth, Mich.

Township Wins Race With
[ts Incorporation Petitions

\ 8By EMORY DANIELS :

The historic *‘race to the courthouse™™ was made
Monday morning with annexation and incorporation
petitions.

Footing it with petitions were Richard Tupper
and Robert McConnell. McConnell's petition was to
incorporate as a city the township including both vil-
lages. Tupper's petition was to annex much of the
southern half of the township to the City of Farming-
ton.

SOAKED -- Fhe crowds were soaked by a downpour
of rain Friday night while viewing the bon fire at the pep
rally preceding North Farmington High School's homecom-

BOTH LEFT Farmington early Monday morn-
ing with Tupper headed toward Pontiac and Mec-
Connell toward Lansing. A check at the finish line
showed McConnell won the race.

The exact time the petition was filed is vi-
tal}ince the petition which is filed first is proe-
essed and voted upon first. But in this case, it is
not sure that the spoils will go to the victor.
(See analysis on this page.)

McConnell's petition to incorporate the entire
township was filed with the State Boundary Commis-

¢

ing game the next day. Photos of the queen and winning
float may be found on Page 3-A.

(Warren Bopp photo)

The Die’s Cast

What'll Happen If
Consolidation Fails?

By EMORY DANIELS

The filing of annexation and
incorporation petitlons Monday
morning accomplishes one
thing, it nothing else, It pro-
vides insight for arearesidents
on what the alternatives are
should consolidation fafl Nov,’
4

More expifeitly, it polnts out
what a snarled, legal mess
would result If any alternative
other _ than consolidation is
attempted,

WHILE ANNEXATION andin-
corporation petitlons were cir-
culating, the Enterprise & Ob-
seryer contacted James Hyde,
who Is executive secretary of
the State Boundary Commis-
ston,

Hyde was asked: “What hap-
pens If consolidation Is defeated
Nov. 4 and petitions are filed
asking for the Incorporation of
the entlre township including
both villages?’” On Friday,
the question was strictly aca-
demle, but by Monday morning
the question assumed stark
reality.

But the answer involves a
complicated mesh oflegal man-
euverings which could well end
up in the State Supreme Court
for solution,

State law provides that con-
solidation andincorporation
petitions are flled with and
elections set by the State Boun-
dary Commission, Annexation
petitions, however, are filed
with and acted upon by the
county, which sets those elect~
lons,
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BECAUSE incorporation pet-
ttions were filad first, the Boun-
dary Commission will be the
dec1sion-making-body should
consoltdation fail. The com-
mission cannot take any action
while the. consolidation question
1s alive,

If_consblidation passes and

a charter is approved, that will
be the end to any further boun-
dary problems for the Farming-
ton Area,

If consolidation falls Nov, 4,
or acharter cannot be approved,
the Boundary Commission will
have Gollath on its lap with
David loading his sling,

FPI

THE PROBLEM s that the
Boundary Commission cannot
accept the Incorporation petit-
ion as presented,

Hyde explans ft 1S not poss-
ible to combine two corporate
entitles (the villages) with an
non-corporate entlty (the town-
ship) through incorporation,

The enly a; tw combine two
corporate vati:» with a non-
tncorporaic;. enuty s through
consolidation, says iiyde, But
it consolfdation fafls Nov. 4,
the law speciffes there cannot
be another consolidation pro-
ceeding for two years,

The Boundary Commission
has authority to alter a re-
quest for Incorporation, Thus,
the petition could be accepted
by deleting one of the villages--
probably Wood Creek Farms
since it 1s not completely sur-
rounded by township territory.

But deletion of Wood Creek
would leave that village in an
mpossible situation,  Under
restrictions of the Home Rule
Act, villages do not have auth-
orlty toconduct general, special
or school electlons ortoassess
property for taxation,

If the township incorporates
with Wood Creek left out, vill-
agers would not be able to vote
for President, governor or for
schoot taxes. At present, these
tasks are handled by the town-
ship, But if the towaship be-
came a city, there would not

“analysis

be any machinery avallable
whereby villagers could vote in
general, spectal or school elec-
tons,
The Boundary Commission
most likely wotld not make a
deciston which would deprive
villagers of their Tight to vote,
And even 1f It did, the deciston
would likely be thrown out by the
State Supreme Court,
PR

IF THE Commlssios accept-
ed the incorporation petition but

deleted Wood Creek ¥arms,

Wood Creek would have three
cholces.

One would be to file petitions
with Oakland County asking to
be annexed to Franklin, South-
fleld or what is now Farmington
Townshlp, Franklin has al-
ready {ndicated it does notwant
Wood Creek, which leaves the
township (a new city) or South-
tleld,

Ancther alternative would be
for’ the village comncl to ask
viltagers to changethe village's
status to that of a fifth class
city.

This second alternative would
allow villagers tovote Ingener-
al, special and school elections
and assess property. But it
would also, according to studles
made by consultant Donald
Oakes, result fn a lax rate
{n the first year of 12-14 mills
for minimum services,

Or the villagers could file
a petition to abandon village
status and become a township
in themselves. As a towashlp,
vilizgers could vote In genersl,
special and school elections and
could assess property. The
taxes presumably would be
higher than 1f the village be-,
came a fith class clty since
the “new township’ would not

nave the same share in state
revenues.
..

THE BOUNDARY Com-
mission couldrejectthe incorp-
oration petition since it isnot
‘egal as written,

But the commission 1s aware
that annexation petitions have
been filed,

The Comm{ssion knows that if
1t rejects the ncorporation re-
quest, the county would be obli-
gated to begln annexation pro-
ceedings, Theannexationwould
see the rich industrial areas
of the township golag tothe City
of Farmington, which reansthe
present township would be
robbed of its resources 1t any
alternative other than totakcon-
solidation 1s completed in the
future,

Annexation could be accomp-
lished by a favorable vote from
the city and from those resi-
dents living In the area to be
annexed, Even If the proposed
annexation were accomplished,
the problem would stil} remain
of what to do with the northern
part of the township,
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IT WOULD take two years
before another consolidation
attempt could be made, An
incorporation petition cannotbe
accepted which includes the
tawnship and both villages, One

of the villages cannot be re- °

moved without depriving resi-
dents of that village with their
constitutional right to vote,

Continuation of the status quo
would leave the present town-
ship bowndarles wide open for
annexation, What would happen
it consolidation fails Nov. 4 18
anybody's guess,

A *tyes’ vote on consolidation
Nov, 4 would solve the pro-
blems which otherwise would
tace the villages and township,
A ‘mov vote would release
Goliath from his cage andleave
an entanglement very difficult
to msnarl,

\«

sion at 7:45 a.m. Monday.

Tupper's annexation petitions reached the Oak-
land County clerk at 8:28 a.m. Monday, 43 minutes

later.

. However, neither petition can be acted upon un-
til at least Nov. 5. The Farmington Area boundaries

are frozen during consolidation proceedings.

IF CONSOLIDATION is defeated Nov. 4, the-

Boundary Commission could then act on the township

incorporation petition.

R consolidation passes the first time around, the
incorporatton petition would rest in limbo until a vote

is taken on the single city charter.

Should the charter be defeated on a second
vote, or within two years of this Nov. 4, then
the Boundary Commission could act on the in-
corporation petition.

The annexation petitions will also rest in limbo
while conselidation proceeds. Incorporation would
have first precedence, but should the incorporation
petitions be rejected the Oakland County clerk'’s off-
ice conceivably could cail for an annexation vote.

* * *

McCONNELL, who is president of the Council of
Homeowners Assogiations in the-township, submitted
the incorporation petitions with about 650 signatures.

Tupper, a candidate for the consolidation charter
commission from the City of Farmington, gathered

about 300 signatures on his petition.

Tupper's petition calls for the annexation of
the southern portion of the township.

The Enterprise & Obsérver learned that both the
people behind the annexation and incorporation

drives are in favor of consolidation. .

The annexation people wanted to add to the pre-
sent city’s tax base should consolidation fail. Incor-
poration workers §imply wanted to defend the town-

ship’s boundaries should consolidation fail.

The move has no effect on the Nov. 4 vote
because the only question before voters is con-
solidation. The other two moves resulted only in
filing of petitions which cannot be accepted until
consolidation proceedings end.

(For background information on the annexation
and statements from
community leaders involved. see the story inside on

and incorporation moves,

Page 3-A.)

Single City Means

Better Planning

(On Nov. 4, Farmington Area residents will be asked
1o choose whether a nine-man charter commission shall
write @ charter to combine the four governmental units
into @ single, new city. A reason why a charter commis-
sion should be given the chance to explore the benefits of
consolidation is given befow in the sixth in a series of ar-
ficles on what a single city means.)

A single city can have a single plan for the

futyre rather than four separate — and possible

clashing — schemes to meet the demands of the

modern era.

Regional planners tell us the popilation center
of the future in this metropolitan area will, be in
Novi. This means the Farmington Areaf must
compete with its western neighbor for the consum-
er's dollar, for industrial firms, and even for new
residents.

The Farmington Area canmot put the
brakes on this natural growth, but it can pre-
pare itself for the inevitable.

Money and people do not flow naturally to a
community but must be attracted. The township,
even if it incorporated, would have trouble attract-
ing developers if the proposed property abutted
city property which had a conflicting use, and vice
versa.

A single city could provide an overall
planning commission to design progressive
and suitable growth for the entire community
without the bandicap of conflicts and confu-
sion arising only because of meandering gov-
ernmental boundaries. ,

Not only do the city and township have no
hired planning staff, but each telies on a different
planning consultant. We need a single planning
commission, single zoning board of appeals, single
c'ily planner or planning consultant, and a single
plan.

. 1f the community is to have a single plan for
efficient development, it must have a single gov-
ernment. And that’s what consolidation means.

. Enterprise & Observer-



