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Plerc‘e Allen Debate 1-City Benefits For Township

By WYLIE GERDES

FARMINGTON
A smallavdlence of Farming-
ton Township residents heard
charges of deception from both
sides during the second of five |
public meetings on the ques-
ton of censolidation.

* The meetings are sponsored
by the joint governmental study
committee to distribute infor-
mation about the proposed con-
solldation of Farmington Town-
ship, the Clty of Farmington
and villages of Wood Creek
Ferms and Quakertown.

Propanents and opponents of
consolidation debated and then
f

answered questions from the
audlence,

ONLY 80 PERSONS attended
the first of two meetings sche-
duled for the township, the most
populous area involved,

Four candidates of 18 who
bave filed for seats on the con-
solidation charter commission
from the township were at the
meeting held Wednesday night

at East Junlor H!

1gh,

They were Arnold S. Michlin

of 31460 Stonewood Ct,, Tho-
-mas F. Gust of 22628 Tulane,
.Ronald Wyszynskl of 23653 N,
{3tockton, and Walter T. Front-
¢:zak of 26359 Dundalk Lane,

.

..

THE MODERATOR of the

Allen Challenges
I-City Arguments

(Following is another in & seties of articles written
~ by John Allen on behalf of WE, a group of city residents
opposed fo the question of conso.lidation.)

Township and city residents
are still being told that Nov, 4
Farmington Area residents will
be asked to choose whether a
nine-man charter commission
shall write a charter to com-
bine the four governmental units
into & single, new city.

This is misleading, Remem-
ber this when you see theballot
and what 1t really says 1s “For
consolidation of the clty of
Farmington, the township of
Farmington and the Villages of
Quakertown and Woodcreek
Farms. Yes___No,
Only the second part of this
allot lists the candidates for’
the charter commission, Why
not say it as {t 157

PP

‘TOWNSHIP RESIDENTS are
being told consolidation means
better roads, Theyare not being
told better roads cost money,
and they are going to have to
pay for them. That can mean
spectal assessments for pav-
ing and possibly as in South-
fleld for dust control and street
lights,

An article speaking of the
better roads states "It would
be easler to widen Orchard
Lake ,,, since the larger re-
turn from the state would pro-
vide more funds to match with
Oakland County,"”

Warning: They don't tell you
the cost of road widening Is
$600,000 per mile, To widen
Orchard Lake from Grand Ri-
ver to 14 Mile Road would cost
about $3 million, ¥ the town-
ship consolidates its share
would be one-half or $1,5 mil-

“ lon,

The combined revenue from
gas and welght tax refunds is
lestimated at $500,000, Only 40
per Ceat of thls can be bonded
for road tmprovement, or zbout
$200,000, This would use up

the total bonding capacity for

mariy years, In the meantime,

‘Whsit about the other urgent pro-

Jecls, or the equipment?
D

THE RECENT Editorlal
chidies the Farmingten City

meeting, Dr. John Richardsoo,
reviewed the consolidation pro-
cess before the debate began.

A vote on consolidation will
be held Nov. 4. I the issue
is approved in all four areas,
he sald, nine men will be
elected to write a charter for
the new city,

A charter must be approved
by & majority vote in each
of the four areas before it can
be implemented, City Council-
man Richardson added, If the
first charter presented by &
commission is defeated, a sec-
ond may be submitted within
two years of the date of the
first election,

The defeat of a second pro-
posed charter would end con-
solidation attempt for two
years,

e s,
"'THE FIRST meeting for town-
Mp resfdents featured charges

y a proponent’of consolidation
lhal opponents, by urging a no
vote on Nov, 4, are trylng

to prevent the voters from {n-

specting a charter for the new

clty,

An opponent of consolidation
replled, supporters of the mer-
ger are “burylng the facts"
cbncerning possible taxes of
2 new city.

Robert Plerce of 32306 Bain-
tree in Farmington Township
debated for consolidation,
Farmington City Couctlman
Jotin Allen spoke in opposttion
to consolidation,

Plerce, a candlda(e for the
charter urged &

Publiic Safety for
being inadequate to handle a
partilcular cityfirewithout help,
As 3. citizen, T am enraged by
this attack on one of the flnest
recoi’ds of efficlency In the
state,, The fact is that every
good fire department has a re-
clprocal agreement with lis
nefghior, This saves a great
deal .of money and atfords a

great deal more protection, Our /|

ablity’ to protect the clty is
wexceilled and any change to a
volmtiser system would bea
serfous setback for public safe-
ty fn the city,

Why aren'tthesefacts shown?
The pe aple for a Better Farm-
ington have them. Is winning an
electioc: so important that we
can hold back? Come on
follows - let’shaveall thefacts,

yes vote Nov, 4 which would
«glye you the opportunity to
decide whether you really want
to consolidate or not,’’

After a charter s drawn
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up, “then you can consider
whether they were able tocome
up with something to satisty
your interests,” be added.

Those who urge defeating
consolidation on Nov. 4 are
trying to deprive the public
of the opportunity of making
such a decision, he said,

“What's the objection to let-
ting you see & charter and de-
ciding for yourself,” Plerce
asked.

.

ALLEN ANSWERED Plerce
by saylng propoments of con-
solidation have had plenty of
Hime to publicize facts mbout
a charter but haven’t done so.

«They don't make any effort
to tell you how much it's going
to cost you,” he sald.

Allen also attacked candi-
dates for the charter commis-
sion on the grounds of inex-
perience,

None have planning exper-
lence, he said, and thelr stand
on taxes for 2 new city show
1t

“To sy taxes aren’t golng
o be higher shows the very
inexperfence I'm talking
about," he sald,

Plerce, %hospoke first, ham-
mered on the point that a sec-
ond vote will be needed to Im-
plement consolidation,

Voters have nothing to lose
by approving consolidation Nov,
4, he sald, because of thelr
opportunlty to reject a pro-
posed charter, During the per-
lod while a charter is being

studted, “everything is status
quo,” Plerce sald,
.

IF CONSOLIDATION 15 de-
feated Nov. 4, sanexation of
township territory and incorp-
oration of the township will be
attempted, Plerce predicted.

«“Further dissension, further
arguments in the community,
further attempts to incorpor-
ate, and further attempts to
annex” will occur if consol-
idation 1s turned dowm on the
first vote, Plerce satd,

Plerce sald public demands
for more services Increase
taxes, not incorporation or con-
solidation. He polnted out taxes
have increased in Fermington
‘Townshlp after incorporation
attempts fatled,

The government formed by
consolidation can be made
‘‘more answerable to the peo-
ple,”” Plerce sald,

“Reserve your opinion on the
actual consolidatlon,” Plerce
concluded, ‘until you see the
charter,”

SPEAKING IN opposition to
the governmental merger, Allen
rebutted Plerce’s argument for
approving consolidation on the
first vote,

«If youre for consolidation,
you vote ‘yes,’ If you're
against, you vote ‘no.’”* Allen
sald,

“There’s no point in spending
more money on a charter com-
mission, more studles, then
more elections,” Allen added,

Allen sald figures prepared
by Farmington City Manager
John Dinan estimated the tax
levy would be higher for town-
ship residents,

Allen said the tax levy for
the niw city would be 8,6
mills at the very minimum
to provide approximately the
services you have now,” Allen
sald he thinks the levy will
be even higher, nearer 1l or
12 mills,

e .

IX COMPARISON, Allen

polnted to Southfleld’s levy of
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7.6 mills and Livonla’s of 8.8
mills, Both Southfield and Liv-
onia have large Industrial tax
bases, which Farmingtonlacks,
Allen said. Therefore, levies
in Farmington would have to
be about 11 mitls toproduce the
services offered by Livonta or
Southfleld,

“No matter what they (sup-
porters ofconsolidation) say the
taxes will be, they can be
changed,” Allen’ satd.

I think the thing the public
1s most afratd of is paying for
things they're not involved
with, " Allen said.

“Most of us have moved out
here to get out of blg city pro-
blems and we're not about to
get back In,” he concluded.
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