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Union seeks
members
among Hills
supervisors

By LYNN ORR

The Teamsters are seeking to
increase their membership among
Farmington Hills employees,

According to city hall sources who
asked to remain anonymous, employ-
ees at the supervisory level are talking
to the International Brotherhood of
Teamsters about joining the State,
County, Municipal Employees Team-
sters local.

Some of the non-union city employ-
ees behind the union organization
movement are top level supervisors,
executives, secretaries and a few
other employees who were limited to
five per cent salary increases this
year, sources said. The Hills council
voted the five per cent salary cap in
May for a list of about 18 non-union
employees, a move that caused some
turmoil in City Hall. Former City Mgr.
George Majoros protested the coun-
cil’s action at the time.

The majority of Gity Hall employess
are members of the American Feder-
ation of State, County, and Municipal
Employees (AFSCME), while the
Farmington Hills patrol officers are
members of the Teamsters local.

It was not confirmed whether engi-
neering personnel, who voted them-
selves out of the AFSCME unit last
February, were talking to the Team-
sters as well. The engineering non-
union employees received between 7-11
per cent salary increases this last
budget.

A QUESTION remains as to whether
supervisory personnel could be
allowed to unionize, according to the
sources. If union cards are signed by
50 per cent of the nor-union employees
seeking to join the Teamsters, the
wnion and city officials would have to
determine eligibility of employees
before a union certification election
could be set.

Rumors of union movement have
. been circulating since the list of non-
union personnel received notice of the
salary caps in June. The employees
were not interested in joining
AFSCME because it is considered a
“weak” union, said one source. The
Teamsters, who have negotiated sala-
ries near the top of the scale in Mich-
" igan for the Hills patrol officers, are
regarded as a strong umion, sources
said.

‘Teamsters official Joe Valenti could
not be reached for comment.
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Here’s

the winner
of O & E’s first

color photo contest

“Water Fight” is the title of this photograph by Canton resident
Mary Lemon, It features two of the most distinguishing features of
the suburbs—kids and coastruction. “I had been driving around look-
ing for a good subject,” Ms. Lemon says, “and I found it right in my
own backyard.” The children in the picture are the daughters of Rob-
ert and Mary Lemon. Julle, in the multi-colored suit, is 8 years old;
sister Courtney is 5. Their brother Benjamin, 3, isn't in the picture
because “he was filling his bucket at the time."”

‘This is Ms. Lemon’s first photo contest, and she won a $100 gift cer-
tificate from World Camera and Sound for her effort.

Humanism, not feminism, drives activist

By LYNN ORR

Marian McCracken was born Aug.
25, 1920—the day women got the vote.

“My mother always reminded me of
that,” says the 2Z3year Farmington
resident who backs up her feminist
convictions with volunteer hours

geared to women's rights.
ism, rather than feminism, is
the motivating force behind her work

as a member of the Title IX (federal

for in
education) monitoring committee in
the Farmington Schoo! District, her
trip to Washington D.C. to join those
rallying for extension of the Equal
Rights Amendment (ERA), and her
Edtion as head of the Women's
weus for the Michigan Education
Association (MEA).

But feminism was a personal con-
frontation for Mrs. McCracken as
well. She began teaching in Farm-
ington schools 19 years ago because

she had to work. Her husband had
multiple sclerosis, a deteriorating
rerve disease, which finally forced
him into early retirement six years

2go.
“We went through World War If,
everyone got married, had kids,
moved to the suburts, voted for Eisen-
hower, and everything was going to be
great—but for me it wasn't.”

UNEQUAL pay was an issue then,
much in the same way economic
issues are the backbone of ERA sup-
port, Mrs. McCracken says. ERA sup-
porters have shed the “Cinderella” or
need-to-be-protected image, she says.

‘‘Interestingly enough, many

ican women are pro-abortion
hut anti ERA—because they don't see
it as an economic thing, and that's
what ERA is ali about—economics,”
she explains.

The teachers’ unions have equaled

pay for men and women instructors,
but at the top posts, the men have the

. higher paying jobs, she adds, unlike 20

years ago when women dominated
administrative jobs like school
principals.

slurs. But there's a whole lot of folks
who don't know enough not to make
sexist remarks.”

Some change is evidenced by the
reception of Title IX workshops and
concern for women's rights. And her

That transition was i
motivated when men began to seek
jobs in education as the pay scale
improved. Now, school districts such
as Farmington are male dominated at
the top, despite the fact that women
constitute the majority of teachers’
ranks, she says.

“Who's sitting at the typewriters
and getting the coffee in the adminis-
tration office?” she asks. “Nipping
away” at sexism is the only answer.

*‘You have to raise awareness,” she
explains. “‘Anyone who is in education
isn't going to make inappropriate
remarks about blacks or anti-semitic

inthe at Eagle
Elementary School indicate a change
for youth, she explains. Her units on
minority understanding and women
are well received.

When it comes to minority under-
standing, sixth graders have a sense of
fairness, she says, but 11-year-old boys
are “little male chauvinist pigs.”

“It’s a male supremacy thing at that
age, but it's different for the girls.
Five years ago they wanted to be
tothers, teachers and nurses. Now
they want to be veterinarians and
lawyers.”

She tries to impress on her female

Cause determined in infant’s death

A five-month-old baby who died of
dehydration and malnutrition last
, was in and out of Botsford Hos-
pital during the month before her
death.

The baby’s parents have been
charged with involuntary manslaugh-
ter in the child's death. A preliminary
hearing was set for them an Aug. 25 in
47th District Court,

MR. AND MRS. JOSEPH Tranchida
pleaded innocent at their arraignment
before Judge Michae! Hand on August

. land County Jail in lieu of bond. .

o police reports, Marie

ing t
Tranchida stayed in the hospital from
July 38. She was taken by her father
dJoseph Anthony Tranchida, 19, to the
'

hospital and admitted because she was
suffering from sudden weight loss and
dehydration.

On July 9, the child’s mother,
Annette Tranchida, 19, took her to Bot-
sford because 's rectal tem-
perature had registered at 101

degrees.

Although doctors had filed a com-
plaint, the Southfield Police Depart-
ment lost track of the family’s where-
abouts when they moved to
Farmington Hills.

Funeral services for the child were
conducted last Friday at the Haley
Funeral Home, Southfield.

‘The child was the granddaughter of
Joseph Tranchida, of Southfield , who
was selected as that city's First Citi-
zen of 1976 for his service to the
community.

The baby was dead on arrival Aug.
13 at Botsford Hospital. Doctors told
police that the child had been dead for
about 10 hours before she was brought
to the emergency room at 2:30 p.m.

Tranchida, who was living in the
Rainbow Park Motel in Farmington
Hills, told police that he had fed the
baby at 1:50 p.m. that Sunday. A few
minutes later he heard the child
crying. When he investigated, he dis-
covered that the girl had stopped
breathing.

Mrs. Tranchida was out of town
when the child died, according to
police. She retumed last Tuesday
was arrested. -

Farmington Hills police checked the
motel room where the family was liv-
ing, last week. They said theyfound a

.

“filthy room,” with cockroaches and
flies.

Tranchida told police he was an
wnemployed bricklayer.

The couple has another child,
Joseph, 18-montts-old The child was
placed in Oakland County Children's
Village in Pontiac suffering from
minor medical lems.

While the family lived in Southfield,
doctors told the parerts that Marie
was underweight, according to South-
field Police Det. Sebastian Ales. They
n:::nunended feeding the baby twice
aday. .

Tranchida explained to Southfield
police that it was difficult to feed the
baby because she was having prob-
lems with her mouth. She was
spoonfed rather than nursed with a
botle, he told police.

students that they may have to support
a family, and she attempts to offer
choices for the adolescent boys. The
burden of supporting a family
shouldn't fall entirely on the male, as
our society dictates, she says.

POLITICAL activism attempts to
improve awareness, but getting the
facts across is difficult, she adds. Big
money behind the anti-feminist forces
assists in clouding the issues.

“Look at the realities of why women
work. Child support is practically nil,
and after five years most are not pay-
ing at all. Who are the people in pov-
erty? It's women in poverty,” she
maintains. Unions have helped equal
salaries for women, but women aren't
getting the jobs.

“I get concened about girls. I don't
want them to give up their dreams,
but the reality is that they're probably
going to have to work, while some of
them will want to work,” she says.
Despite society’s presentation of the
all-American family in the media, sta-
tistics show the family is in trouble
and in the minority, she adds.

To work for her goals, she pushes
for. legislation, works for the candi-
dacy of feminists in‘public office, and
attempts to make sure the laws on the
books are followed, either at the dis-

* trict level or the state level.

Having her daughter join her and
other feminists in the ERA march last
month was a morale boost, while the
nitty-gritty of plugging away at human
rights is a day-by-day effort, she says.
But if the U.S. Senate fails to extend
the ERA deadiine, she's not fearful of
losing the battle.

“We're not going to go away,” she
says. “In this kind of thing there
aren't short term goals: You just keep
nipping away at the system. People
used to laugh at the Title IX work-
shops. They don't laugh any more. "
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