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Nancy Gurwin

Actress, producer keeps expanding vistas_,'

By SHIRLEE IDEN

When she wakes up each moming,
Nancy Gurwin begins her day as a
homemaker, wife and mother of four.

But three nights a week, she winds
up the day as a fairy tale princess,
black and blue from a pea under her 20
maltresses.

Mrs. Gurwin is starring in a dinner
theater version of “Once Upon a Mat-
tress,” the musical comedy that cata-
pulted Carol Bumnelt to Broadway

acclaim,

Actually, Mrs. Gurwin really res-
sembles another comedienne who
made her mark in show business.
Betty Hutton. The likeness goes
beyond the blond hair. It is more evi-
dent in facial mannerisms and an
acute sense of the comic.

Lest anyone think ““Mattress's" star

and ends with comedy, they
should be aware she sings, dances and
is the producer of the current show
and the principal in Nancy Gurwin
Productions which has been involved
in a number of shows.

An 1l-year resident of Southfield,
Mrs. Gurwin studied drama at the
Detroit Conservatory of Music and the
w’:lloway Theatre, graduating at age

“me there 1 auditioned for the
Nieghborhood Playhouse in New York
and 1 was the youngest student they
ever took in.” she recalled. *“They only
pick a small percenlage of the people
who try out.”

After two years in  New York, the
budding thespian realized she needed
background and came back to Mich-
igan to attend Olivet College.

During college years she met her
tusband Donald, an attorney, and they
WEI’E married.

“I thought T'd never be into theater
again, but four years ago I tried out
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for ‘Guys and Dolls' at the Jewish
Community Center and since then I've
never sto| 5

“1 got into dinner theater and going
through that experience [ thought [
could do it better and two years ago I'
formed Nancy Gurwin Productions.””

The fledling company did lo, 1
do" which ran eight months, *‘Last of
the Red Hot Lovers” and “The Odd
Couple™ before its current version of
“Once Upon a Mattress.”

“Mattress” opened about a month
ago at the Bum Steer in Royal Oak
and is now beginning to fill the house
on Friday, Saturday and Sunday eve-
nings. It's a lively show with dance,
song and comic elements. Mrs. Gur-
win enjoys it because it's appropriate
for family viewing.

“It’s quite a feat to sell out the house
in mid-summer,” she said. “I did this
show in college and thought it would
e fun to‘produce and star in it also.”

She added she doubts she will con-
tinue to star in her own productions
tbecause producing is an all-consuming
responsibility.

“BUT I DO love the legitimate thea-
ter. 1 play to the audience and I love
the faces. You can just feel the love
when you walk out there and people
are waiting for you to do something.”

So far, audiences and critics alike
have liked what the cast is doing and
raved over Mrs. Gurwin's own per-
formance as the moat-swimming prin-
cess faced with a test before she can
claim her prince.

As a producer she says all the final
decisions are hers as to what plays to
do, how to cast them and dozens of
other vital details.

“We've made mistakes but we've
rectified them in time, mostly,” she
said “With dimer theater, the chal-
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lenge is the room you have to work in.
For ‘Maltress’ we need a very high
ceiling because we have to pile up all
those mattresses and plunk me on top.

“We had to take out the entire ceil-
ing for just four inches to get the mat-
tresses in,” she said. “We only used 11
thin ones though the fairy story calls
for 20 and the script mentions 20."

By and large, Mrs. Gurwin said a
producer is really a coordinator and
the one who makes sure things come
together and run smoothly. “I"have to
make sure that the product is good in
all phases. We're trying to be the most
professional group around.”

Her plans call not only for doing

things well but for doing them bigger
and better. She is currently con-
templating offering a Saturday mati-
nee of ‘Mattress’ so children can see
the show too, perhaps with a bag lunch
instead of a full meal.

"I KNOW my k:ds are my very best
crities.” she said. *“They’ve seen every
show we've done.”

Her children are Joanna 10. Mat-
thew, 9, Sam, 8, and Danny. 5.
“Danny knows all the scores of the

four shows we've done and Joanna
wants to be a dancer,” she said. *They

all like the idea of Mommy being an
actress,"”

“That's good, because what started
out as a hobby with me is now becom-
ing a growing business. When we're in
rehearsal it lakes a lot of time. But [
spend my days with the kids and my
husband takes over in the evenings.

“He ‘wants me to do my own thing.”
she said. “And he even handles some
of the business end of things.™

Mrs. Gurwin said the three shows
her company produced previously
have all been packaged into a “will
travel” offering and have entertained
for various groups.

*The organizations provide the hall -

and the meal, and we Just move the

show to where lhey are,” she said.

On her agenda is a possible pmduc '

tion of “The Seven Year Itch* and a
probable move to another restaurant

in Seplember.

“We're coordinated enmough to
expand and [ get excellent moperallon |
“We've |
come up with some exceptional talent
and I love my new role as producer. I
donl miss the personal applause at

frem my staff.” she said.

Her aim, she says. is for her com-

pany to *‘just remain exceptional.”
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