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Clear overview

Book illuminates jazz

By JIM WINDELL

There are hundreds of books about
jazz but few match the

Review

simplicity and completeness of “Jazz
Styles.”

Xllew book, released this year by
Prentice-Hall, it was written by for-
mer Birmingham resident Mark C.
Gridley, and is designed for use in jazz
appreciation and jazzhistory courses.

Dr. Gridley holds a Ph.D'in research
pyschology from Case Western

rve University and now lives in
Qeweland, dzt;ere he E both a prac-
ticing logist and a jazz musi-
cian. !npsayddiliﬂri. he has taught a jazz'
gppreciation course at Case Western
Reserve University. His class notes,
developed during the eight years he
has taught the course and entilted
“History and Styles of Jazz,” became
the book “‘Jazz Styles.”

WRITTEN IN a clear, readable
fashion, *Jazz Styles™ is a refreshing
change of pace from the usual book
about jazz. There are no lurid
accounts of heroin addiction or tales of
the tragedy of the early toxic demise
of sume promising horn man. Nor does
it treat. jazz improvisation in a com-
plex, mystical manner, confusing to
the non-musician.

“Biographical details are kept to-a
minimum, ™ wrote, “because I
believe a man’s music transcends his
personal life.” He also believes that
jazz can be discussed and written
about in a cool, logical and coherent

e.

Because Gridley succeeds so well in
communicating, “Jazz Styles™ should
prove to be aboon to teachers of jazz
courses. No longer will they have to
steal a chapter from this or that jazz
volume or borrow other instructors’
dass notes, This book is a complete
owerview of styles, as well as an ade-
quate reference that includes in-depth
studies of the improvisational tech-
niques of innovative jazz i .

‘The book will undoubtedly assist stu-
dents in understanding how jazz musi-
dans create spontaneous perform-
ances, but non-musicians, experienced
jazz listeners, and advanced music
scholars will also discover much of
value. Besides chapters on appreciat-
ing jazz improvisation through a bet.
ter understanding of chord changes,
and on recent modern jazz artists and

their musical contributions, there are
numerous charts, diagrams and
guides, appendices to enlighten the
neophyte in the hazy areas of record
buying and other reference materials.

GRIDLEY POSSESSES a rse,
techical, but essentiatly friendly style
of writing that is devilishly " lucid.
Long, authoritative chapters are
devoted to outstanding key musicians
in jazz history, such as Duke Elling-
ton, Count Basie, Charlie Parker,
Dizzy Gillespie, Miles Davis, John Col-
trane and Omette Coleman. In each
case, the richness of their nusical leg-
acy, is mined with loving and knowl-
edgeable care.

His personal impressions of musi-
cians and their sounds are shared with
a commendable amount of obectivity.
Gridley seems to want to stimulate an
interest in a music he obviously loves.
However, he does not pretend that his
words are an adequate substitution for
either the music—available on
record—or the listener’s own impres-
sion of that music. °

1 FOUND HIS descriptions of the
music and new ways to listening to it
irresistable and several.times I was
forced to put the book down, dig
through my record collection for an
album or tune he was using as an
example, and listen with fresh aware-
ress, My favorite chapters were the
detailed expositions of Charlie Parker
and Miles Davis, which [ believe to be
superior to any such attempts in pre-
vious books.

Motors 30 medicine

When were catalytic converters introduced on U.5. cars? Is there
an electric car in your future? What’s the average fuel economy for
1978 cars?

The answers to these and other questions can be found at the Gen-
eral Motors exhibit, “Motors to Medicine,” at the new Detroit Sci-
ence Center at John R and Warren. Visitors can test their knowledge
of automobiles in a motor vehicles facts quiz.

i a V-8 diesel

Here, of West Bl i

‘The exhibit displays General Motors’ achievements in the transpor-
tation field and contributions to medicat science. It features vehicl:
power plant research, barrier impact testing and emissions resear. %,

Visitors can experience the handling of power steering and manual
steering and see a mechanical heart. A slide presentation depicts a
30-mile-per-hour barrier impact test as conducted at the GM proving
ground in Milford.

Whistles gathered

for Tashmoo toot

Giant steam whistles from Great
Lakes freighters, trains, factories and
even fire houses are expected for the
second annual Grand Ole Tashmoo
Whistle Blow on Labor Day, Sept. 4.

‘The tooting will begin at noon and
Continue until 5 p.m at the River Crab
restaurant on the St. Clair River, two
miles north of St. Clair, Mich.

event was dreamned up by the
Testavrant’s owner, Chuck Muer, and
. Clair marine artist Jim Clary. who
owns the Tashmoo Whistle. Qary
operates Cap'n Jim's Gallery in the
Plaza arcade in St. Qair.

HIGHLIGHT OF last year's event
<ame when the whistles saluted the
Bob-Lo boat Columbia, the Tashmoo's
forner running mate when it was an
excursion boat out of Detroit in 1902,
The Tashmoo sank at Amherstburg,
Oxtario in 1936.

The Columbia cruised close to shore
and returned the salute, with the rails
lined with waving passengers.

The whistles will again blow a mas-
ter salute—one long and two shorts—
for the Columbia as it cruises past
about 1p.m. on its way to Port Huron,
and about 3 p.m. when it retums.

“We're adding a little surprise this
year—wo camnons—for a 17 gun
salute,” said Clary.

Chuck Muer will have a new whistle
this year, a three-belled relic from a
Monongahela River boat, It was pre-

Some experienced jazz
may quibble with a few of Gridley's
assertions or the relative importance
accorded specific jazz musicians. It is
difficult to be objective about those
artists who have the greatest influence
on contemporary jazz in the last 10 or
2 years. Some readers may claim
that Dave Brubeck and Erroll Garner,
for instance, rate more highly than the
author estimates.

“Jazz Styles™ seems destined to be
widely read and used in jazz courses in
high schools and colleges. For even
the casualjazz listener, this book can
be referred to over and over again
with new pleasure and insight each
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school

VISITORS WELCOME

Kindergarten. Pre-School
and Mother. Toddler Program

646-5590

4275 Echo Park Road
Bloomfield Hills

echo park

FALL APPLICATIONS
NOW BEING ACCEPTED

rAugust
Sale!

Gifts
20-30% off

Stadker &
Boos, Inc.

280 N. Woodward Ave.
Birmingham ﬁlﬂiwiﬁﬁvj

As seen on

As seen on TV

Reg. $59.95..
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Antique Brass
HURRICANE LAMPS

Charming Hurricane Lamp...the perect nostaigic touch in py
Flemish “brass hrish_with hand-blown_opal
switch...20"high. By Quoizel Lighting. in the finest traiion

“Take-With" Only

We Honor Visa amdt Master Cliure
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A YARD OF ENCHANTING BEAUTY. An
elite Franklin Village home on a setting
which is spellbinding. 4 spacious bed-
rooms, 4 baths, family and game rooms
with wet bars. A truly delightful home for
relaxed

ROCHESTER HIDEAWAY on 3%: acres of pure
spacious, full width wood deck shading a full, walk-out lower level. Room for comfort in
4 bedrooms, 3% baths plus family room, library
include 2 fireplaces, Central Air and attic fan,
windows and a host of surprises. 651-8850. $169,900.

sented to him by the Pittsburgh His-
tory and Landmarks Foundation when
Muer opened his Grand Concourse res-
taurant there lastApril.

Muer will also blow his double-bel-
led, tri-toned giant whistle from
theRenown (later named Mereury),
the first tanker to play the Great
Lakes. It can be heard for miles.

A NEW ENTRY this year will be the
whistle from the South American, the
last excursion ship to sail the Great
Lakes. It should bring back fond mem-
ories for thousands of sweethearts and
honeymooners who rendezvoused on
the South American.

“We'll let any of them blow the
whistle. if they stop by," said Muer.

Whistles from the Greater Detroit
and -Greater Buffalo boats are
expected at the evenl, as well as sev-
eral unique whistles brought by a col-
lector from Ripley, N.Y. Members of
Seam Tours of Pittsburgh are plan-
ning to bring boat, factory and train
whistles from their collection.

All whistles are welcomed at the
evert, and ribbons will be awarded for
sound, beauty and wniqueness. There
are no entry fees.

Further information may be
ottained by writing to Chuck Muer,
Two Washington Blvd., Detroit, MI
482%. or phoning Jim Clary, (313) 329
744,

natugal beauty. Enjoy peacefu times on

and large Island kitchen. Extra features
intercom, lovely brick foyer, Andersen

Gunite pool and playhouse are strong
pluses for this rambling Ranch. New
earth tone decor, many major improve-
ments. 647-5950. $124,900.

S el R 3
BEAUTIFUL PRIVACY on near acre in LAKE VIEW Contemporary.
prime Birmi i Large i

interior. Open floor plan,
cathedral-beamed ceilings, open stairway
to “look-down” library. 4 bedrooms, fire-
placed family room, rec room, Central
Air. 689-8900. $111,900.

e

Spacious,

CUSTOM ROCHESTER Quad-leve! with
comfort features: Miami pool, wet bar in
large family room, barn-sided tibrary,
Central Air and Vacuum, rec room, Wit-
liamson stove and fireplace. 651-8850.
$117,900.

N

NEW IS BEST! Stunning Chalet offers 4
bedrooms, 2% baths, library, fireplaced
family room with vaulted ceilings and
wet bar plus first floor Jaundry. Color
choices still to be made. 626-9100.
102,900.

VALUE-PRICED Aluminum Colonial, qual
ity-bullt in 1977. Take immediate posses-
sion of this big 4 bedroom, 2% bath
home wil ireplaced family room,

extra insulation. 626-9100.

§

TREES FOR SALE along with 3
rooms, 2% bath Step-up Ranch in top
Franklin Corners. Fireplace serves family
and living rooms. First floor laundry,
large foyer, nice porch, new driveway.
Birmingham schools. 626-9100. $111,900.

AN EMINENT HOME for a professional
family. Custom Beverly Hills value-plus.
Spacious rooms, formal dining room,
family-size kitchen, attractive family
rooms, Central Air, rock garden with
fountain. §57-6700. $88,850.

bed-

double gas

NICELY GROOMED House Beautiful.
Enjoy a deluxe pool in garden setting,

BBQ, Central Air plus excel-

lent fireplaced family room, tavern room
with terrific wet bar plus 4 bedrooms, 2% .
baths, etc. 851-8100. $106,900.

rooms full

$79,900.

COMMENDABLE brick home in o classy
neighborhood. Pleasant Ridge offers 7

of exquisite charm, luxury

decor, family room, chic hostess dining
room, finished rec room. 557-6700.

LOVELY FARMINGTON HILLS home—an
adventure in exceptional living space,
handsome stone fireplace in huge family
room flanked by 26" gallery, etc: Discover
this tremendous value today. Call
557-6700. $78,000.

HUNTINGTON WOODS. Beautiful 4 bed-
room Cape Cod features 3 full baths, 2
fireplaces in spectacular 23' x 15 family
room and in living room. 2 furmaces with
Central Air, lovely secluded yard, 2 car
garage. G45-6000. $74,900.

« WEST BEVERLY HILLS—top family
well d

647-5950.

¢ BOUTHFIELD-
LATHRUP VILLAGE

Ranch; a fine combination. 3 bedrooms,
delightful Florida room, fireplace, attic
fan, fenced yard, garage openers and. . .!
646-6000. $79,500.




