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Super hero shop leaps all bounds in appeal

By JACKIE KLEIN

Heroes World is the realm of make
believe for Kids and grownups.

1t's a world inhabited by Superman,
Batman, Spider Man, Wonder Woman
and characters from Star Wars. It's a
mecea for comic book collectors
where they may buy a 1940 Tarzan edi-
tion for $300.

Heroes World recently opened in the
new Applegate Square shopping center
on Northwestern and Inkster in South-
field. The store, says owner Bunny
Lieberman, is much more than a back-
room comic book shop or a toy

emporium.

“We deal in children,” Mrs. Lieber-
man says with a smile. “They can
come in and touch their favorite hero

item, take it off the shelf and even test
its battery. Parents enjoy the realm of
pretending through the eyes of their
kids.

“This is an i ‘gimmee-get
me’ shop. But we never talk down to
our little customers, and we try to help
them and direct their interests. We
carry merchandise from a 30-cent toy
to an $300 collectors’ comic book.”

Mrs. Lieberman used to plan chil-
drens’ birthday parties and she was
looking for a business she and her hus-
band could own, operate and enjoy.

SHE SUBSRIBED to a toy trades
magazine in which she read about
super heroes mail order, showroom

and retail operations owned by Ivan
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Comicbooks range from Tarzan
to Howard the Duck.
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Sayder, vice president of Marvel
Comics, in three eastern cities. The
Liebermans bought the Heroes World
Michigan franchise from Snyder.

“It took us a year to find a strip
shopping center for our business,”
Mrs. Lieberman said. *‘Applegate is a
great location. We've been very busy,
and people were knocking on our door
even before we opened.

“We appeal to all age groups with
items from Superman to ‘Grease’ and
‘Kiss.” We're fortunate because the
original and sequel to Superman will
be coming to theaters at Christmas.
Spiderman, the incredible hulk, Star
Trek and Flash Gordon will be on tele-
vision. Of course, Star Wars was
instrumental in the resurgance of
heroes.”

Scott Lieberman, 6, modeled an
exact replica of Darth Vader's own
full-head mask. Darth Vader, the per-
sonification of the evil galactic empire
in Star Wars, can be used for a lamp,
Mrs. Lieberman poirted out.

There has also been a resurgence of
interest in comic books, she noted,
pointing to an original 1961 Spiderman
in good condition. It sells for $300. The
Liebermans buy, sell and appraise
comic books for collectors.

“KIDS MIGHT worship one hero a
year and then switch their alle-
giance,” Mrs. Lieberman said. *‘Col-
lecting comic books can be a hobby for
children. We help teach kids to judge
and care for comic books and to spend
their money wisely.”

Spiderman and Wonder Woman
night shirts, pajamas, belts, under-
wear, jackets, teeshirts, bluejeans,
bedrolls and back to school supplies
are among popular items in Heroes®

World. Batman umbrellas and Hallow-
een ponchos with light reflectors, also
used as Batman and Superman play
mgf, make a hit, Mrs. Lieberman
Sl

Shelves are lined with Spiderman
and Hulk glasses, placemats and
cereal bowls. For the younger set,
there are baby Spiderman and Wonder
Woman items.

Jointed giant heroes, dolls, arts and
craits, toys, puzzes, activity books,
world encyclopedias of comics, bat-
tery operated *‘Jaws,” and utility belts
are included in the huge stock of mer-
chandise. *‘Spidery Super Stories™ are
designed for children with reading
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problems. Books show older kids how
to draw comics.

You can find battery operated Bat-
man and Robin and Star Wars battery
powered tooth brushes in Heroes
World. Boys love Batman doll houses
and their parents buy original comic
inkings for $10.

HEROES WORLD also caters birth-
day parties. The store supplies cakes
shaped like super heroes and provides
invitations, table cloths, cups and
party favors to match. Delivery serv-
ice is provided within a five-mile
radius,

“We even help devise party games,"

Mrs. Lieberman said. “We suggested
one customer buy a Wonder Woman
giant to hang on the wall for the kids
to toss lassoes to. We always give a
gilt to the birthday child. They're our
friends and we want to know their
names. We take their pictures when
we're not too busy.

“*Our telephone number is 356-HERO
so chidren can dial us easily. If they
want to know what happened in the
last issue of Spiderman, we'd better
know the answer. This shop specializes
in service to kids. We love them all
whether they buy a comic book on our
half-off rack or if they don't spend a
nickle."”
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