Love affair with crowd

Bolger holds audience in palm of his hand

By CORINNE ABATT

Once in love with Ray Bolger—
always in love with Ray Bolger. Any
throught to the contrary was immedi-
ately erased when the 74- year-old
song-and-dance man peeked around
the corner of the Birmingham Theater
Stage Saturday night. The booking was
off to a shakey start when ticket sales
lagged and the Friday performance
was cancelled.
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But Bolger fans rallied to almost fill
the house for the single performance
and welcome him with thundering
applause.

Once on stage he walked down the
stairs, up the aisle and took a seat,
tipped his rakish hat back and said
jauntily, “I thought we were cancell-
ing again tonight.”

No rancor. No anger. He capitalized
on the cancellation and happily tucked
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<=7All Things Bright and Beautiful"” will premiere today at a benefit

Review

be felt coming from the audience, he
put on 2 marathon performance that
would have wilted 90 percent of the
dancers half his age.

the whole audience into his hip pocket
with that impromptu bit of action.

Consummate entertainer that he is,
there was never a moment in the hour
and a half that followed that attention
‘wavel .

Every movement, every word and
gesture are worth watching. To miss
even one is to miss part of the show.

‘The crook of the finger, the flick of
the eye, tip of the hat, shake of the
hip—all embellish the story whether it
is sung, spoken or both together as is
Bolger's style.

AS IF TO retum all the love he said

He did everything from soft shoe to
rock, interspersing the dances with
narration and sang. He sprinkled in
Lits of his own philosophy, “Put on a
Happy Face,” and sang and narrated
the “Over the Rainbow" story which
ended with his impersonation of the
Scarecrow hanging limply from the
microphone stand.

Later he traced the development of
his own dance style with the song,
K They all Left a little on the
Floor.™
In this he gives credit to the vaude-
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ville performers he watched and bor-
rowed from.

His song and dance, “Once in Love
with Amy,” from the stage hit
“Where's Charley?” complete with
audience sing was intended to con-
clude the show. But there were two
encores to answer four standing ova-
tions.

One was a humorous comparison
bejween the politicians of yesterday
and today, drawing on his early years
in Boston, Mass. for the likes of
“Honey Fitz," John F. Kennedy's
grandfather.

The second encore was a spoof of a
turn-of-the century burlesque dancer,
Carrie Finell. It came on the heels of
an impromptu speech about love and

the importance of a theater like this
local one in keeping entertaimment
alive and intimate.

No one can top Boiger when he goes
into his burlesque shtick. Like Thur-
ter, Bolger can draw a character on
Stage that is so pathetically ridiculous
that never again would the real one
ever dare to appear. His Carrie was
dutchy, wooden, totally bored and
robotlike in the way she flopped her
large endowments around the stage.

What 2 marvelous commentary of
yesterday's risque entertainment.

Wiping the perspiration from his
face, Bolger finally almost ordered the
audience out of the theater. The gentle
smile, however,wasstill there and so
was the face peeking under the curtain
as it was lowered.
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Take them to any one of our
seven Maple House Restaur.
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THEIR DINNER FREE
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when accompunied by either '
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night life. restaurants,
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ter. TV and radio.

The phone number of
the Birmingham office is

for' homeless animals. The film, sponsored by the Michigan Humane
Society, is based on Dr. James Herriot’s best-selling novel of the
‘same name. It will be shown at 8 p.m. at the Prudential Town Ceater
in Southfield, with proceeds going for care and shelter of homeless
animals. For reservations, call the Michigan Humane Society at 646
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Carry-outs on Chinese food Closed Mond:

CHINESE: LUNCHEON 11 AM.3P.M.
6110, GHLIOD, JAPANESS: LYNCHEON W 812 PA DINNER £530 P, TIHE MAPLE HOUSE
(q_lUCK’ S RESERVATIOUS REQUESTEDY 8 ' 16825 MIDDLEBELT AT 6 MILE, LIVONIA
535-3200 Reservations Acecpted 4273171 Mgl 200 Lanser Rosds Bemingham 6467639
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and Ten Mée Roads-Soutnfieid 565-2120
o T ey 8g Beaver 20 Dequicre RoadsTroy 5241816
(formerly Easiman's Gas Lign) The Daily Dinner Special ’ R i vt Py 5 o
Great Steaks, Seafood Top Sirloin of Beef [ngg Bp nn Karang Cetes - Seues $0921%
Open for tunch which includes rolls, butter, choice
Piano Bur Tursday thru Samrday Evenings of potato and smiat, I
29200 Orchard Lk. Road HOTEL
Farmington Hills » 8552044

Would like the pleasure of hosting your next banquet
or party. Call us today. Our experienced “staff,
headed by Mr. Frank and Mr. Fekay. will personally
oversee all arrangements and details.

6%
Monday Night is Ladies Night!
All Dinners for Escorted Ladies
will be Y2 price
(Reservations Requested)

OPE: FOR LU. AND DINNER
21331 W. FIVE MILE. CORNER OF INKSTER
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y Night S
ROAST PRIME RIB
$R95

Traditional cut

We invite you to experience dining at its
firest. Our menu is designed to satisfy
your unique taste with the finest of {oods.
For exquisite dining in a gracious atmos-
phere. be our guest.

¢ Complimentary Hors D'Qeuvres With Dinner.

* Soup & Salad Bar- Included With Evary Entree

* Chef's Specials Nightly: o
FOR RESERVATIONS AND EASY TO FOLLOW

DIRECTIONS CALL 353-8144

Located in the American Center Building, Southfield
Dinner Hrs.:

Martipez

FiNE MEXIiCAN FOOD

Take your group, friends or
. business associates to any

- destination aboard Aladdin's

Naches
Testadas
Enchiladas
Quesadillas
Burritos
Taguites

PONTSAL
B4 8

wair conditioned, rest-room
i‘“equipped coaches-up to 51

- Phone(31-3) 338-2644 ‘ w;&?m;;s?w
vAladdinToursee” % T

Tues. thru Sat.
from 5:30 p.m.

Mot.. thra Sat.
11:30 w 3 pan,

Lunch:
. “passenger

.- capacity.
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.Ihqqtre Oakiand University

Rochester. Michigan

JANUS
PRODUCTIONS

presents:
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PRE-SEASON SUBSCRIPTION om:a
\F You ACT NOW, YOUCAN SE

NE PLAY FREE!
lo)eudline is September 5.
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BIG BEN IS BACK AGAIN!

With the finest
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