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Mormon

store finds roots

By SHERRY KAHAN

Oley and Sandy Olson are tree fan-
ciers, but the trees they fancy are not
the kind trees that grow tall and give
shade.

The Olsons are genealogists who
powr for hours over dusty records and
ancient books to add roots, branches
and leaves to their family trees.

Now as managers of a store called
Olson’s Family Tree in Garden City,
they are in a pesition to help others
research their antecedents.

The store, at 33147 Ford. one block
west of Venoy, is privately owned by
members of the Church of Jesus Christ
Latter Day Saints, and features books.
records, tapes and jewelry of interest
to those who follow the Mormon faith.
In fact, it is the only retail store in
Michigan that is Mormon-oriented,
according to Mrs. Olson. It also is

g on materials of use to genealo-
gists.

Members of this church feel deeply
about their ancestors. Most genealo-
gists are aware of the enormous
repesitory of international records in
Salt Lake City collected by the Mor-
mon Church,

“We are taught that a search for our
anceslors is not just a hobby. but a
linking up of families.” said Mrs.
Olson. ““We believe in an eternal
family.”

NINE YEARS AGO. the Olsons
gathered up paper and pens and

book

started their own research.

“It gets into your blood. and you get
hooked on it,” said Mrs. Olson. “It's
like looking for lost children. You're
not going to stop until you find them.
You don’t want to quit until you have
put a whole family together.

~'We thoroughly enjoy it. We'll spend
eight to nine hours in a county court
house on a vacation searching for
records while others are out on the
beach. A fellow genealogist will under-
stand that.”

In her opinion, many people want to
start their own foraging expedition
into the past, but don’t know how. So
they are afraid to start.

“We can help them leam to get
going,” she said waving toward the
shelves of genealogy books and record
keeping apparatus around her. “This
is a place to find the forms a person
might need to begin learning the basic
joy of searching out one’s roots.

“We don't the do the work for them.
We just show them what is available
for a beginner. Most people find the
forms we carry useful for correlating
family information. It's an organized
way to keep research together.”

She added that she and her husband
often spend time with research
enthusiasts, drawing on their own
experiences to help others along the
way.
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YOU PAY.
The carlier you pay back a simple interest
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liberal repayment terms at simple interest rates.®
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the amount of interest you pay for your loan.

Good news for
homeowners

As a homeowner
vou may qualify for an

EQUI-LOAN

HERE'S AN EXAMPLE
OF THE AMOUNT YOU
CAN EXPECT TO BORROW.
Each transaction is difficrent and subject 1o
credit approval however. we are fiesibh
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exnect that the total of vour fiest and
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HERE'S HOW TC
APPLY FOR AN
EQUI-LCAN.
The procedure is much the same as it is
for a personal loan. Simply stop in our
office at the address fisted below. Or vou
can call your hometown banker at 477-4244 and
" discuss your plans with a trained
loan executive. An Appointment can by
made it vou like.

Your Hometown Bank
Our Drive-In Facility is open 62% Hours per Week

Monday thru Friday 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Open Monday thru Friday Evenings ‘til

8 p.m. for Your Banking
Convenience :

Full banking service all day Saturday, Drive-In & Lobby Open
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