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‘Home Sweet Home’ in a geodesic dome?

By PATRICK TOUHEY

+  The large white dome rises up from
+ the rural” Plymouth Township land-
+ scape like 2 well-designed mushroom.

At the very top, three triangular
. panels of black glass glint in the
: sunlight.

But nestled snugly into the hillside is
the tip-off—the familiar wooden form
of a house under construction.

However, your three-bedroom brick

it's not.

“It’s the first one that I know of in
the area,” said Howard Meyer, sweep-
ing his arm towagd the top of the

Howard Meyer sells dome houses and will sooon live in one himself.

house. “In fact, it's the on]?'
And there’s not much of
about it. There aren't that many geo-
desic domes in this neck of the woods.
The structure of the first two levels
is not all that unusual: A basement
and main floor built out of wood and

cement. Beyond that, the similarity

with the housing mainstream ends.

Placed over the framework like a
giant umbrella is the dome itself, 60
interlocking triangles fitted together in
a pattern that I like it came
straight out of a geometry textbook.

Not all that swrprising, either. The
originator of the geodesic dome was
none other than innster Fuller,
engineer, mathematician, designer
and philosopher.

Meyer, an engineer himself, said he
knew absolutely nothing about Fuller
or his theories on the dome when he
first became interested in it. But he
says he has since “read a few of Ful-
ler’s books."

WHILE MEYER admits that maybe
Fuller had something with his more
abstract ideas on the benefits of living
in a dome, he is definitely sold on its
practicality.

First off, Meyer will tell you that the
dome construction uses one-third less

than a regular house of com-
parable size. Then he will point out
that because of the circular roof, inte-
rior air currents flow more freely,
reducing the heating cost by ird.

And that doesn't say anything about
inside design. To begin with, there is
only one square room in the whole

a question

Looking a little bit like an obse

geodesic dome house has a panoramic view.

house, a small bathroom in the base-
ment. The other rooms are a com-
bination of circular Jines and open

space.

‘The net result, according to Meyer,
is more useable space for the size of
lhelmums.

“I've got 1,800 square %eet on the
ground Eoor and first floor and 700 -
square feet on the second level,”
Meyer said. “] know it looks smaller
than that, but it's really huge inside.”

Make no mistake, Meyer is on the
stump for the dome design. Besides
owning a dome, he is also the distribu-
tor for the California-based firm that
markets the domes.
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rvatory, Meyers’ eyesore in sight,

But, he says, his interest in becom-
ing a distributor came well after he
decided to build one. “It was just
coincidence,” Meyer explains. 1 was
planning on a mmove to California, so

I went out to look at property and
bouses, I saw the dome, liked it and
decided to buy or build one.

“'As it turned out, the move out west
meverr came abowt, but I was still
interested in building a dome. 1 bought
this property in Plymouth and started

_MEYER WILL admit that the geo-
gesic dome is somewhat avant garde
for midwestern tastes, but claims the

he ys a mobile home park and

The only. be plans to replant some big trees to block that out.

design is the rage on the west coast.
And he hopes the design will catch on

Before he started construction, his
dome was on display at the Builder's
Show in Detroit. Out of that exposure
hehas received two orders.

He is counting on the exposure of his
own home to bring in some sales. It is
not unusual, he said, for people to pull
their cars off to the side of the road
and wander around the house.

“It’s really pretty exciting. I've had
nothing but favorable comments from
people. But maybe the ones with nega-

tive comments don't bother stopping.”
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