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Former governor’s home embodies | Bachelor adds tub ]

pioneer spirit, gracious hospitality

By KATIE KERWIN

‘There was no governor's mansion in
Lansing, back in 1859 when Moses Wis-
ner was elected to Michigan's highest
office.

So Pine Grove, Wisner’s Pontiac
homé, became the governor's office,
as well as official residence.

Anunusual blend of working farm
and gracious official residence, Pine
Grove ‘femains today as testimony of
the quickly-changing face of Michigan
in the Civil War era.

From his original purchase of 28
acres and 2 small building, Moses Wis-
ner expanded his property to 160 acres
of farm land, orchards and pine

groves.

He built a large Greek Revival
home, greenhouse. barn and carriage
house, and continued additions to the
house until his term as governor and
the Civil War intervened.

‘The summer kitchen, complete with
butter chumn, rug-beater, old-fashioned
popcorn popper, crockery jars, cast-
iron cookware and flatirons, evokes
images of good farm cooking produced
by hard work and primitive methods.

Hanging along the walls are bunches
of dried herbs, collected from the herb
garden in back. The garden is tended
these days by members of the Oakland
County Pioneer and Historical Society.
The society also maintains the Wisner
home and conducts tours of house and
grounds Tuesday-Saturday. 1-4 p.m.

THE ONE-ROOM schoolhouse.
moved to the property 13 years ago,
recalls the days when the ‘three Rs’
were taught to the tune of the hickory
stick. The severity of rows of wooden
desks and bare floors is somewhat
softened by the collection of antique
dolls housed in the rear of the school-
room and the quilting frame set up in
the comer by the quilting guild. The
quilters plan to move operations into
the carriage house when the rebuilding
is completed.

The Wisner's summer kitchen, bare-scrubbed and airy, contains many cooking utensils and household
tools of the Civil War era, used by the farm wife in preparing meals and cleaning house.

Spinning is another traditional craft
continued at the Wisner home under
the auspices of the historical society.
The house contains five antique spin-
ning wheels upon which local spinners
turn wool into- yam. A spinning and
carding demonstration will be one of
the highlights of the ice eream social
at the house Sunday, Aug. 6.

An old-fashioned Christmas celebra-
lon is the other major annual event
held in the Wisner house. Traditional
trimmings, music and of course, 2
tree, are features of the ‘Victorian
Christmas’ program in early
Decernber.

THE SITTING ROOM, dining room,
parlor and bedrooms of the mahsion
are filled with pieces donated by Oak-
land County residents, as well as many
original Wisner fumnishings. Horsehair
chairs, hudge desks with pigedn-hole
compartments and Moses ner's
sleigh bed give the vistor a sénse of
how the house must have looked 100
years ago. Little touches, liké a deli-
cate white cotton nightgown faid out
on the bed, a half-packed suitcase on
the floor. papers and small books
strewn across the desk, and a small
evening bag and shawl drop ed on the
sofa, dispel the sterile atmosphere that
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$o often haunts museum homes and
gives the Wisner house a lived-in feel-

ing.

The oldest part of the house, its
lower level, houses the offices and
library of the historical society. The
research library contains histories,
maps, manuscripts and other informa-
tion about Oakland County’s past. The
library is open to researchers by
appointment.

Guides conduct leisurely tours of the
house and grounds and extend the hos-
pitality that has endured since the
mansion received the governor's
guests more than a century ago.

Lots of people like nothing better
than to jump into a hot tub after work.
Some people like it so much that the
latest craze is to make the tub out of
redwood, build it big enough to be able
to invite friends in. haul it outdoors
and add a pumnp for a whirlpool effect.

Robert Adelhouser of Avon Town-
ship lives in a condominjum with no
room for a swimming pool or his own
tennis court, but plenty of space for a
ot tub on his patio.

I know people with swimming pools
who never even use them anymore.”
Adelhouser said. **But I'd say I use my
hot tub about six nights a week.™

Hot tubs originated in Japan, made
their way to California and have since

moved east. The redwood is Kiln dried
and provides its own natural sealant
after the wood+has been soaked. The
tubs hold from 200 gallons of water in
a four foot model-to 1.200 in a party~
size eight-footer.

Its makers claim the tubs offer
everything from simple relaxation to
“therapeutic relief.” Water temper-
ature is a bit warmer than body tem-
perature, or it can be run without a
beater in hot weather,

Once you have a firm base for the
weight of the tub and the necessary
electrical connections for the pump
and natural gas for the heater. Hot
Springs Inc.. in Rochester. suggests
adding scents to the waterlandscaping.
even *‘mood lighting,"™

HELP FIGHT MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY
WITH THIS SPECIAL OFFER
From August 28th thru Sept. 4th, for every pound of BEEF STICK*
SUMMER SAUSAGE sold, HICKORY FARMS OF OHIO® will contribute 20¢
to the Muscular Dystrophy Association.

BUY AND ENJOY BEEF STIC|
30¢ LB- OFF Reg. price, any cut piece.

+20¢ LB. OFF

NOW.

Usual additional discount
on whole stick purchase.

wwr just beautiful things™\
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CONTACT LENSES
SPECIAL OFFER

soft lenses 5164
hard lenses 77

50¢ LB.::-.

Savings on

Lifetime insurance, 45-day trial wearing
plan, and necessary starter kit.
PROFESSIONAL CONTACT LENS CLINIC, INC.

20100 W 12 Mile Or. R. DeMercurto 0.0.
Southfield 353-9830
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12 OAKS MALL-Novi
NORTHLAND-Southfield
MEADOWBROOK VILLAGE-Rochester
EASTLAND-Harper Woods

Watch the Jerry Lewis Telethon Labor Day Weelend.
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Ray Interiors
MICHIGIN'S FIRST DREXEL HERIT:
3300 SLOCUM FAAMINGTON

JB555 GRAND RIVER
FARMINGTON WILLS
Arrkan Expren Hanered
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| Fom Gazpacho:
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Gourmandaise

Even KISHKE on the half shell-

We have it all at the RALEIGH HOUSE
Banquets need not be a bore - ‘
Let us help you celebrate all the Happy Seasons

- of your life.

BrRNKOS |

CATERING PAR EXCELLENCE

25300 Telegraph Road

Southfield, Michigan 48034

353-1100
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