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Attitudes differ, but artists provide interesting show

Sculptor vows
to leave area
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Anyone who has ever hand rubbed a
piece of wood until it is gleaming satin
smooth knows it takes hours, not min-

utes.

Walter Fisher. whose wood sculp-
tures are on display at Little Gallery,
puts literally thousands of hours into
his large pieces. His hands bleed, his
fingers are bone and skin without any
fleshy undercoating. He becomes bit-
ter when he remembers buyers who
have offered him a few hundred dol-
fars for these thousand-hour works.

To a piece, these wood sculptures
are passionate, undulating, with strong
force lines that reflect a man who
finds warmth in his family relation-
ships, but a cold world beyond.

FISHER GAVE UP TEACHING his-
tory at Wayne State University after
16 years to pursue a career as a sculp-
tor.

“Mother of Doves” was carved
from cocobolo wood.

“Igot into it and it devoured me, but
1 found out who I was. It was the
toughest decision of my life.” He said
he immediately faced rejection from
friends and family and the questions of
the skeptics about how he would sup-
port his family.

He considers himself a purist in his
field. He uses the best materials avail-
able, does it all by hand and won't quit
until the work is totally pleasing to
him.

HE ORDERS COCOBOLO WOOD
from Africa, picks it up at the New
York City docks, hauls it back here
and wrestles to get it down the stairs
to his studio.

In many instances, marble bases for
the wood sculptures are an integral
part of the total piece.

*“The Survivers,” a commentary of
World War 111 was done from a piece
of Honduras rosewood combined with
marble verde (green), which was sal-
vaged from a remodeling project at
the Detroit Institute of Arts. The rose-

‘wood was a 1,200-pound block when

Fisher began, it now weighs about 100
pounds.

Wood color, marble color and the
plays of highlights as well as form and
texture contribute to the total effect.

One large sculpture, “Angel of
Light" for instance, is cocobolo, which
is an amber-red. and is mounted on a
cylinder base of curly maple. Another
of the same wood. “The Mother of
Doves,” is on a polished rectangle of
Carrara marble.

He pointed out the tiny 3-million-
years-old fossils in a base of yellow,
sienna marble from Italy and the firey
reds in a sculptured piece of Brazilian
tulipwood. and the carryover of the
colors in the Carrara marble base.

These things excite him. The pull
and tug or flow of line along with the
hand-rubbed textures of his own work,
creates a visible emotional response in
the artist.

STILL, IN THE GALLERY full of
his works, he will gravitate to *“The
Young Guitarist™ because it is closest
to an autobiographical statement.
Made of cocobola, the Greek lyre base
began as a manhole cover. The artist
took the salvaged cast iron and
worked and polished it into the base
form.

“I'm after the eternal human feel-
ing,” he said. “I'm after the true feel-
ings of love, honor and truth. . .”

Within the metropolitan community,
Fisher said his greatest cooperation

One more thing

When anticipating closing costs for
the purchase of a house, don't overlook
a possible adjustment for property
taxes. The current house owners may
have paid the taxes in advance for a
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six-month or 12-month period. If so,
the buyer may be expected to reim-
burse the seller for taxes that apply
after the change in ownership.
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and understanding has come from the
workmen at Wolverine Marble, where
he often goes to hunt for materials.

I pay homage to these guys,” he
id.

As for the art community, buyers,
artists themselves and those related.
he has few good words. He feels
unappreciated here and plans to move
to the East Coast this summer.

“They talk about minimal art—my
work is maximal art and I want to be
well paid like any other man. I am just
as much a professional as a doctor.
lawyer or any other. . .My work has
always sold well, but not enough to
make a living.”

Prices aren’t marked on the pieces
at Little Gallery, 815 E. Maple. The
artist said the prices for the large ones
“aren’t as much as a Mercedes, but in
the same class. and they will last as
long as man is on earth.’

Fisher has poured vast quantities of
energy, time and creativity into his
works. He would like to be appreciated
interms of it.

Olsavsky's layered acrylics are spontaneous, rather than planned.

Painter voices
her satisfaction
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It will be interesting to see Christine
Olsavsky's next show. Her present one
at Little Gallery. which runs through
June 30. is her first commercial gal-
lery show. She graduated a year ago
from the Center for Creative Studies
and has been accepted into the gradu-
ate school of Columbia University.

The 25-year-old painter sensed that
immediately after graduation was too

soon for a major show. She had not

developed her own style sufficiently.
She spent a year readying the present
show, and she is satisfied that these
are truly her images—with few ghosts
of school paintings done to please an
instructor.

SHE DROPPED out of the stillife,
realism syndrome several years back.
Her large acrylics. the smallest is
about four feet square, are abstracts—
“lyrical abstractions" is the term Ms.
Olsavsky prefers.

She works on the floor on unst-

Hills women head group

The Detroit Northwest Suburban
Alumnae Club of Kappa Kappa
Gamma elemec:rthree Farmington
Hills women to office.

M. Fred . Toeltcher, 29747 Fox
Grove, is the organization’s new
president.

Mrs. David Parker, 31091 North

Atmosphere on a Budget

Park, is its secretary. Mrs. Douglas
Edwards, of 36530 Lyman, Farm-
ington, will be treasurer.

The alumnae club is a philanthropic
organization which sponsors local
charities. including the Detroit Baptist
Children’s Home, as well as national
charities.

retched, unprimed canvas, applying
and soaking up one wash after
another—the same technique which
watercolorists frequently use.

Her end result is a many layered.
subtly colored abstract which is
stretched last instead of first.

“I am very much involved in the
process of painting.” she said. 1 am
very much involved with spontaneous.
creative activity.™

She explained that her interest in
Zen philosophy is in part responsible
for her approach.

“I'm trying to make my painting as
immediate as my life.”

She said her emphasis is on the pre-
sent. what is happening to her now.
and in her art she likes to capitalize on
what happens as she goes along. The
idea of conceiving what you want to
paint, doing a plan, a sketch or a
drawing and proceeding from that as a
guide, turns her off.

“Tam interested in ambiguous situa-

tions. They allow for individual inter-
pretation.” she said.
- Her careful analysis of herself as an
evolving. young artist. is almost
strange when contrasted with the
spontaneous condition she places her-
self in when she begins to paint.

She knew she would have to move
away from the two artists who had an
influence upon her work—Hans Hof-
mann and Helen Frankenthaler or the
artist whose work thrilled her and
kindled her interest in painting.
Monet.
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She analyzed what has been hap-
pening to art in the last 10 years and
said, “These 10 years have really pre-
pared us for something in terms of a
breakthrough. I'm not sure what it is.
but { can feel it coming.™

So far, she said. the only evidence of
the breakthrough has been in the
acceplance of combining more than
one art form. music and painting or
dance and painting or sculpture.

She showed her concern about being
her own person in her art.

*1 THINK ONE of the problems with
young painters is that they should
work through their influences rather
than deny them.”

She looked at her paintings in the
show and said. “Any similarity now
between me and Frankenthaler is only
that we both work on the floor and use
stains—we don't have the same
images. This show is a year's efforts
by myself.”

She taught art at Bishop Gallagher
High School and gave private lessons
at the Grosse Pointe Institute of
Music.

Her feelings about Detroit and the
art community are positive.
“Detroit has an abundance of good

artists and I'm pleased.”™

So. next September this promising
talent will be off to New York City. but
she plans to keep her ties with Detroit.
She would like to have another show
here and if things go as planned. she
will.
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chiropRACTIC

clinic

23280 FARMINGTON RD. «

TWO BLOCKS SOUTH OF GRAND RIVER
PHONE 474-4484

SUFFERING NEEDLESSLY?

Research proves that many conditions respond favorably to CHIRO-
PRACTIC..the NATURAL ALTERNATIVE 1o drugs and surgery. The
HARP_CLINIC offers complele CORRECTIVE and PREVENTATIVE
HEALTHcare programs utilizing the most advanced CHIROPRAGTIC
procedures along with specific exercises and nutrition.
* Al insurance companies accepted
 Free Health Lecture every Wednesday at 7:00 PM

“The only side effect to CHIROPRACTIC
is glowing good health.”
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NEW

Three new offerings

ANNUAL RATE

96 MONTH CERTIFICATE SAVINGS
$1,000 MINIM
YIELDS 8.24% ANNUALLY
COMPOUNDED QUARTERLY

3 %
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GET THE most out of your wrist watch.
Wind daily at approximately the same time.
Best to keep it dry even if its water-resist.

NEW 26-WEEK
CERTIFICATE

% OF 1% MORE THAN AVERAGE DIS-
COUNT RATE ON U.S. TREASURY

NEW 8%
IRA/KEOGH
CERTIFICATE

ant, Keep watch away from perfume and BILLS. $10.000 MINIMUM DEPOSIT ANNUAL RATE. 36 MONTH CERTIFI-
powder. Use regularly for best performunce. FToMATICALLY RENEWABLE AT THE CATE SAVINGS. YIELDS 8.24%
For best performance when you're selling . ANNUALLY. COMPOUNDED
something use an Observer & Eccentric QUARTERLY

Classified Ad.

We will conlinue to offer these certilicate savings also: E———
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+ Ifsbeena very good year and Aqua Star con afford 1o slash prices on 88 32800 Grand River o G KON BARICE, e
*  oll pools in stock. An example — save over $1100 on the in-ground, & e, 474-4015 &
* 16’32 variable depth pool shown above. Comes with 30-year limited 4 £ < Federal rutabins equre substaoal penaes for exrty wibdrawal from ceAtfcate accounts
«  warranty on Wolmanized pool sides, suspension bridge steel girder — - N J
% construction, moin bottom drain, stainless steel ladder, complete filtra- N McCABE .
tion system, and more! But hurry—anly 27 pools left in stock! c ; ]
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. PRICE SLASH ON AQUA SPAS, T00! | * SAVINGS & LOAN
* Ask about low fall prices on a wide range of | & 22725 ORCHARD LAKE RD.
* B3 | | Whirlpool spas. Seeus for il your paoland : Phone 474-7250
* "“{ spa needs, including winter pool covers.
. pOO[S pa 9 po . Open Daity 8:30105, Friday 9:3010 7
x * | Saturday 9:30 10 12
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