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Female prison population rises

By JACKIE KEEIN

Steel prison doors slam shut on more
and more female convicts in Michigan,

But correction officials are either at
aloss to explain why the state has the
dubious honor of having one of the
nation’s fastest-growing women prison
population or they blame it on a vari-
ety of reasons.

One of the primary causes, accord-
ing to criminologists and correction
department persomel, is womens' lib-
eration. But opinions differ.

Female criminality, old and ‘new,
was the topic of a recent conference in
Washington. Its purpose was to help
cities and local officials with problems
of crime and justice.

Emanicipation of women, according
to Freda Adler, professor at Rutgers
University who spoke at the confer-
ence, appears 1o be related to the
increase in female criminals,

“It seems perfectly natural that if
you don't permit women o act as bank
tellers or presidents, they can't
embezzle,” Ms. Ader said. “But I
don't believe female criminality is the
unavoidable accompaniment to
‘womens’ emancipation.

“I've never met 2 woman in prison
orin a drug center who said to me,
‘I'm liberated. I will go rob a bank .
Yet I can't imagine societal changes
as massive as those going on in the
last 10 years don't infiltrate all strata
of society.”

OTHER PROFESSIONAL women at
the conference maintained females in
the criminal justice system are
deprived and aren't participating in or
concerned about womens' lib. These

women, it was claimed, are concerned
about their families and the economic
ability to survive.

Women who rob gas stations, jew-
elry stores and banks often make
headlines because they're females.
One man at the conference con-
Jectured that the dramatic rise in rob-
bery percentages among women is
related to prostitutian, Massage par-
lors, he claimed are invitations for
men to be robbed.

A woman who was doing research on
women in federal prison claimed the
same percentage of women in the
1970s were being convicted for drug
and money-related crimes as in the
1%60s. Many female convicts were
under economic stress and supporting
families, she said. i

‘Women who get stomped on in the
criminal justice system, according to
some theories, are those who have
stepped out of the motherhood role.

are variables to the general-
ization that the womens' movement
leads to increased crime, it has been
pointed out.

“Prisons and jails aren’t ready for
women,” said District of Columbia
Councilwoman Willie Hardy. “Female
convicts sit in rooms making flower
arrangements while men are kept
busy. They aren't given the social arm
they need when they return to
snciety."

‘THE ISSUE of women and crime is
complex. It’s also ambiguous,
research data is limited and unclear
and questions of concern are diverse,

Virginia McLaughlin, warden of a
federal reformatory for women in
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West Virginia, said at the_conference
she had been working with female
offenders for 35 years.

“We differ in degree and not in
essence,” she said “We differ in quan-
tity and not quality. The difference in

enses are in the areas of violent
crimes. Women are taking guns today
instead of just driving getaway cars.

“You can’t live in a little prison
world. You can take 500 of 600 women
out of jail and put them in some kind
of a program. We'd all be better off.
We're not going to rehabilitate anyone
in a penal institution.. The total sys-
tem has to tell women the kitchen and
bedroom are good places, but there
are alternatives.”

As more doors are opened to
women, she said, they're going to get
involved in behaviar which is identi-
fied as criminal. But the women's
movement doesn't tell females to go

convicted for violent crimes than for
property offenses. Statistics suggest
arrests haven't increased.

“Usually, young girls were arrested
because they were nmaways or vio-
lated curfews. Now they're being
arrested for violent crimes at a higher
rate. If these girls enter the criminal
world as adults, we may see more
women participating in crimes of vio-
lence./l  Discussions and varying
opinions, even verbal slingshots, went
on and on at the conference. The con-
clusion was there can be no solution

nobody can agree on the prob-
lem of women and crime.

Prevention of criminal behavior
among women was a fopic. It was
determined programs must be
instituted to train women for well-pay-
ing jobs and independent community
living. Consumer education, child care
courses, and budget and household

out and knock ybody off, she
added.

Statistics show a decline in female
crime. But there’s no data about
crimes for which no one is arrested.
They could be males, females or
grasshoppers.

RITA SIMON , director of the grad-
uate program in law and society at

know how to burglarize. They lack
training for the technical izati

training also was
suggested.

IT WAS also agreed that before pre-
vention strategies can be mapped out
for delinquent girls and criminal
women, the attitudes of those adminis-
tering the criminal justice system
must change. More understanding of
women is needed and Victorian stand-
ards of morality must be dealt with.

Further research on the nature of
female criminality is desperately
needed for i

she claimed.

“We don’t know whether more edu-
cated women are committing
embezzlement than women com-
mitting other types of crimes,” she
said. *“‘Some statistics, though
inadequate, show more women are

mented. This includes informalion
about womens' criminal motivations
and roles, weapon use and the type of
offenses in which they're involved.
(Editor’s note: This is part of a con-
tinuing series on women criminals and
victims of crime.) .
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EQUI-LOAN

| Deal Direct with

CONTRACTOR |-

HARDWOOQD

mortgage or s rate,

The amount of equity in your home, by the way.,

liberal repayment terms at simple interest rates.*
An Equi-Loan is not a remortgage, but a second
mortgage; it will therefore not alter your presem
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is the difierence between its appraised value and
your lirst mortgage (if any). This equity provides
the basis for borrowing a large -amount of money ¥
at established simple interest rates with the
maximum amount of the loan being determined
by the size of vour equity.

*WITH A SIMPLE: INTEREST
EQUI-LOAN YOU HAVE

THE OPTION OF
SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCING THE
AMOUNT OF INTEREST

YOU PAY.

The ecarlier you pay back a simple interest

loan. the less you'll pay in interest charges. So h_{

rl(‘ J h o, OPEN every time you make,an early payment, or an
al‘lllﬂ‘ 0 n ;s SDE:VE: additional payment. You are aclually reducing

the amount of interest you pay for your loan.
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HERE'S AN EXAMPLE
OF THE AMOUNT YOU
CAN EXPECT TO BORROW.

Each transaction is different and subject to credit
approval, however, we are fiexible in our lending
policy. In general, you can expect that the total of
youw first and second mortgage will amount to 80%
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of our valuation of your home. For Example:
Valuation $30,000
X 80%
Total Loan Value $24,000
15t Mortgage Bal. -512.000

2nd Mortgage $12,000

HERE'S HOW TO
APPLY FOR AN
EQUI-LOAN
The procedure is much the same as it is for a
personal loan. Simply stop in our office at the
address listed below. Or you can call your
hometown banker at 477-4244 and discuss your
plans with a trained toan executive. An




