Groves in uncustomary role of d

By JOHN B0Zz0

_ Birmingham Groves is

In an uncustomary posi-

tion for the coming foot-
season.

Instead of talking
about having their best
season in 20 years, the
Faleon’s talk is of
improving on last fall’s
record. -

Instead of aiming to
unseat the league cham-
pion, the Falcons are
defending the league
title.

“Getting the cocham-
plonship was  difficult,”
said Groves coach Bill
Rankin. ‘*'Remaining
there will be even more

ifficult.”

Rankin is entering his
sixth season the Groves
head coach. Last fall
was his best at Groves.
It was also the best
record ever posted at the
school.

Groves finished with a
6-3 won-loss mark

h regular season
play. The Falcors also
tied for the Metro Subur-
ban Activities Associ-
ation championship with
Southfield-Lathnp,

One year ago there
were a slew of returning
veterans to man Groves'

offense, but only a few"

veteran defenders,
As & result , Groves
had the second most

- Only
Orchard Lake St. Mary's
Qass C state champion
team scored more
points,

THIS FALL the situa*
tion is rl\leversed.

“We'll have a strong
defense,” Rankin said.
“We didn't have too
many defensive people
to replace. Offensively
the proof is still in the
pudding. On paper I
have everyone replaced
{all but three offensive
starters graduated).”

Leading the returmning
players is two-way
Starter Stu Hixon. A 62,
240-pound senior, Hixon
plays tackle offensively
and defensively.

Geoff Hill, a 62, 20
senior, retums to offen-
sive right guard. Hill
was also a starting
defensive tackle.

Bill Eberhart was the
only one-way starter
among the returning
starters, A 59, 175-pound
senior, Eberhart will be
the starting left halfback
for his third consecutive
Season. Last year Eber-
hart was an Observer &
Eccentric All-Area team
o

ice.

“Bill will be even bet-
ter this year,” Rankin
said, “He’s bigger, fas-
ter and has more con-
fidence than last year.”

Although Buddy
Puscas started on
offense last year, he will
be at a new position this
fall. The 61, 190-pomd
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senior will be at quar-
. Puscas was a
starting end and line
backer last fall. He will
continue his linebacking
duties during the
upcoming season.
Puscas played quar-
terback two years ago on
the junior varsity team
& Groves. That squad
won the Metro Suburban
Activities Association
Junior varsity title.

BOTH STARTING
defensive ends are
returning. Brian
Plachta, 2 63, 220pound
senior, and Mark
Lunetta, a 5-10, 190-
pound senfor will man
the defensive ends again.
Plachta was named All-
Metro Suburban Activi-
ties Association last

year.

Tom MacKillop, a 57,
175-pound senior, is
slated for the defensive
backfield, as is John
Noonan, 3 6-0, 185-pound
senior and 58, 165-pound
senior Tom Lauterbach.
Tom Shelly, &1, 180
pound senior, rounds out
the defensive secondary
at safety.

“We're not settled on
another line backer,”
Rankin said. “We're
waiting for our scrim-
mage Thursday at How-
ell. Farmington and
Dearborn Riverside will
also be there.”

Four players are fight-
ing for line backing
duties. Those players are
Noonzn, John Mulhol-
land, 59, 185-pound sen-
ior, Brad Watson, 69,
180-pound senior, and
Lee Rollins, 510, 180
pound senior.

Two of the following
three players will see
duty at defensive tackle
and nose guard: Sam
Dobrotka, 60, 220-pound

senior; Mark Easton, 6-
0, 205-pound senior; and
Jeff Hill, 62, 220pound
senior.

Jim Labus, a 510, 175-
pound senior, and Mark

ning for the offensive
center job. N
‘Topowzian, 5-
11, 190-pound senior, will
probably start at left
guard. Mike Evange-
lides, 62, 245-pound sen-
ior, will probably see
duty at right tackle,
Evangelides is the big-
g?o player on the team.

play right halfback.

RANKIN 1S STILL
working on a replace-
ment for graduated full-
back Les Garrett. Four
players are currently in
the running for that

: Brian B, 5
11, 180-pound senior;
Don Olsen, 56, 165-pound
junior; Watson; and
Mike Boyd, 511, 185-
pound senior.

Groves opens with
three tough games. The
first night at 8 pm,
Friday, Sept. 8 the Fal-
cons travel to Southfield.
On Sept 15 Groves plays
host to Farmington Har-
rison, Then Sept. 22 the
Falcons travel to Royal

Oak Dondero for the first"

Metro Suburban Activi-
ties Association game.
“Dondero’s got to be
tough,” Rankin said.
“They're a good ball
club, They were just
hurt by injuries last
year. Dondero had won
every title in the history
of the league wntil last

Rankin expects the

whole Metro ™ Suburban
Activities Association to
field’ tougher football

this fall. In par-
ticular, he expects
improved efforts from
Lahser and Troy Athens
high schools.

“Our staff has got alot
of confidence in our ath-
letes,” Rankin said.
“They are very capable
young men. Several
Players want to go on
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and play ball in college.

of them have pride. I

ly feel that theyll

all go out and do the best

they are capable of

doing. If that occurs,

we're going to be pretty
doggone competitive.

“WE HAVE FINE
kids here,” Rankin said.
“They are in condition,
disciplined, smart on
and off the field, excel-

lent athletes, skilled and
Iike to hit.”

Groves players have
developed a spirit of
togetherness over - the
past five years, Rarkin
said, |

“1 don’t know quite
what it is,” Rankin said.
“It’s nothing you can put
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ski & tennis|

4702 N, Woodward Ave,
Royal Oak, Mich. 48072

your finger on, but it's
something that you need
o win—and we've got

ity

{313) 549-7474
The Racquet Room
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Centaur Farms Racquet Club
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Franklin Racquet Club

West Bloomfield, Mich.
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Square Lake Racquet Club
799 Denison Court
Bloomfield Hills, Mich,
3329221

29633 Franklin Rood

Southfietd, Mich.
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ENHANCE YOUR HOME
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CREATE A BETTER
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WE SPECIALIZE IN RESIDENTIAL
WORK .

565-9070

AQUA STAR
BEST-SEASON-EVER

CLOSE-OUT SHLE

What happened
Nov. 5, 1940?

That's the day voters
approved creation of the
Huron-Clinton Metropol-
itan Authority to develop
a system of Metroparks

serving Wayne, Liv-
ingston, Macomb, Oak-
land and Washtenaw
counties. For parks
information, call 961-
5885.
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viewing. Anodized aluminum gold frame,
smooth-riding ball-bearing rollers, nylon
I guards. Installs easily.

$Q28s

$104.88 (s0xs0)
$116.88 (72«01
CEMENT STEPS

$430

36"-42"

SALEM
CenTeR

Your Neighbor -Shops Here
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WESTERN RACCQIUE

17250 Newburgh Road usttiorn of Sux tave Roasy Livonia, Michigan, 591-0123

LOw
LEAGUE RATES

Join the “In" group and be part
of Western's #1 League for Ladies,
Men and Juniors. Openings still
available for Fall session.

LOW
TENNIS CLINIC RATES

*Group Lessons sConcentrated Clinics
sExcellence Programs ePrivate Lessons
*Daytime and Evening Classes

Tennis Professional: BOB DOW
Tennis Workshops

‘cac

KD SOFTWOOD
STUDS

2x3-7 - 59¢

SELECT YOUR
OWN FROM OUR
IN-STORE STOCK

30650 PLYMOUTH ROAD
A 2-1000
Saturday 9 am. - 6 pm.
Sunday 10 am. - 5 pm.
open Monday, Thurs., Fei. 14 8




