What pop culture does for society

By JESSE PITTS
Ockland Ugiversity

In this article, I shal to define
whq.t “popular culture” is".rzlww some
- of its functions in our society, and
Doint to some of the factors that
influence its capacity to fulfifi these
fnctions,

These factors I shall call “the Cere-
monial Valence™ and *the Organiza-
tional Authority.” ,

The great French sociologist Durk-
heim had a theory according to which
the strength of an idea, as an influence
upon our behavior, was proportional to
the number of people whom we knew
shared that idea. .,

And the way people shared that idea
was through a special type of sym-
tol—an emblem, a flag—which stood
for both the idea and the fact that it
was widely shared. .

When we saw that flag, we knew
that other people shared the idea the
flag stood for, and this very expe-
rience; would reinforce our com-
mitment to the idea, especially if the
flag was the occasion for common
action,:i.e..a ceremony, like saluting
the flag. This ph is the “Cer-

OUR DEFINITION of popular cul-
ture follows from this theory: It is the
sum of the information and entertain-
ment that is aimed either at the whole
population or to large blocks of it—
social class groups, ethnic groups,
occupational groups, political groups.
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overt function of popular culture,
which is the information and the relax-
ation of the citizenry. The more invis-
ible function is to maintain a prideful
identification to our sub-groups {class,
ethnicity, education, etc.), but also to
reintegrate us in our devotion to the
total society, the country.

This integrative function is all the
more necessary that our society
become more diverse and its division
of labor more complicated.

cultire recreates consensus
where the division of labor and
increasing specialization might sepa-
rate 1s, and make the sharing of our
life experience more difficult.

For many couples, separated by sex
roles and job experience, the sharing
of popular culture is the major
opportunity—besides the raising of
children—for pleasant interaction and

emonial Valence” of communication.

‘THE DIVISION of popular culture

Hunting time near;
train the kids

. By LEM MESEE
Outdoors writer
Suddenly it's almost fall and hunting

season.

The Ogkland County Sporismen's
Quub will hold its annua) young hunter
safety clinic this Sunday, Sept. 10.

President Ron Soncrairite said regis-
tration will begin at 8 a.m, and train-
ing will run from 8:15 a.m. to 4 p.n.

“The course is required for all forms
of hunting , within Mi;l;g;an. hiery
youngster aged 1216 wis| to

a license for the first time

must complete successfully a hunter
safety course,

Clinic i

Outdoors

north of US-10, in Waterford Township.
istration fee is $1.

hai and

Johm Frizielle said most sessions will

be held outdoors, rain or shine. So

dress of the day should be geared to
weather.

Sandwiches, soft drinks and smacks
will be available for those who wish to
purchase them. Picnic tables are
available for those who pack their
Iunches.

The cinic is on the sportsmen’s club
grounds at 4770 Waterford Road. just

HUNTERS WHO wish to participate
in puttake pheasant hunting may
obtain the special permits from local
Michigan license agents and DNR field
offices.

In addition to the special permit,
hunters will need a cwrrent small
game license (or ell

often degrade those who are our social
Superiors.

They draw attention to the stupi-
dities and sins of our enemies.

In the secoid place, entertainment
tells us what styles are “in,”” even
what politics and morals are “in."
And this capacity to guide us is
derived from the Ceremonial Valence
mentioned above: The fact that we
know that millions of people are
watching what we are watching.

ANOTHER FACTOR in the per-
suasiveness of popular culture is
“Organizational Authority.” There are
two basic sources of organizational
authority.

The first is to speak in the name of a
particular group or, even better, to
speak in the name of the whole nation.
‘The other is to be able to assert a con-
rection to the sacred.

Sometimes the cdaim to represent
the nation. or its glorious past, is

group. Examples of the sacred are

first and foremost our parents, our STEAM CLEANING ALSO
teachers.

X AVAILABLE (At reduced Rates)
For adults, sources of the sacred are -
(were?) the president of the United
States, the Supreme Court, the Great
Academics speaking from their know-
ledge of Advanced Science, the High
Qergy, the Famous Artists.

ORGANIZATIONS will claim to
represent us because they are devoted
to our welfare. Such are the agencies
of government, the churches, the med-
ical profession, the mass media.

‘The national media will claim higher
representativeness than the local
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DRAPERY CLEANERS

533-0665

media. To tell us what we think, they LT

will use national surveys.

Critics will tell us what shows are
compatible with good taste and our
cultural tradtions.

1 Question to students: Between the
**Ceremonial Valence™ and .the
“Organizational Authority” of. popular
culture, how do we make up our own

GUARNERT STRING QUARTET
Assistant Artisn: Vermeer String Quartet
Satuniday. September 16, 1978
$:00 P.A. a1 Orchestra Hall

CLEVELAND STRING QUARTET
Avsitiing Arist: Richard Stoltzman, Clarinet
Friday. Sepiemher 29, 1978
8500 P-M. a1 Orchestra Hall

ELLY AMELING, SOIRANO
Dilion Bat
Tuesday, October 1. 1978 .
R:00 PM, 3¢ Orchostra Hatl

BEAUX ARTS TRIO
riday, Murch 16, 1979
8:00 P.M. at Orchestra Hall

JEAN PIERRE RANPAL. FLUTE
Julin Stecle Ritter, Piuno

Thursday, Aprit S, 1979

$:00 P.M. 2t Orchestra Hall

JUILLIARD STRING QUARTET
Sunday, Muy 6, 1979
8:00 P.M. at Orchesira Hall

sportsman’s license) and a $1 public
access stamp.
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@Chamber Hugic Soriety of Detroit
1978-1979
Thiriy-Fifth Consecutive Season*
“Seasan Tickets SHLOO for Six Ouisanding Cuncerts
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BOYS and GIRLS WEAR. . .because your children are special!
Royat Ok, Grosse Pr., iazel Pk, Sculhl'\e_ld =
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Corner Cupboard
Pie Safe
Drawer Semainier

'} NOW CARRIES A UNIQUE LINE OF FINISHED FURNITURE. . .

Habersham Plantation Collection is based on the sturdy designs created by
Southern Appalachian Craftsmen in the 18th and early 19th ‘centuries. The
pieces shown are representative of this collection's warm and comfortable

Ice Box
Secretary Desk
Bachelor's Chest

 MICHIGAN’S LARGEST SELECTION
'DOWNRIVER

3063 Biddle
WYANDOTTE
287-8477

EAST

26463 Héover
WARREN
754-2310

“Wood must be a profound
something deep in us all.”

part of our American Heritage, for it touches

Stereo Bookshelf Wall Unit
Hall Tree
Muffin Stand
Pennsyivanian Hutch

Dry Sink
Dutch Cupboard
Dry Sink

WEST

214 E. Main

NORTHVILLE
349-8585
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