Snook grabs state title

Athens gridders gain respect

By MARTY BUDNER

Athens High School's football team
earned some respect last year.

As first-year members of the rugged
Metro-Suburban Adtivities Association
(MSAA), the Redhwaks finished with a
deceiving 14 record.

Athens was only overpowered once
—a 3420 shellacking from Birming-
ham Groves. Its other league losses
were close encounters to Bloomfield
Hills Lahser (13-15), Southfield-Lath-
rup (10-14) and Royal Oak Dondero (7-
15).

Qverall, the team tripled its winning -

output of the previous three years by
grooming a formidable 3-6 record. In
its first three seasons, Athens had one
win in 27 games—a 26-13 triumph over
Oxford in the last game of the 1976

season.

“We thought we were better than
ow record indicated last year,” said
head coach John Walker. “There were
a couple of games we were in which
we should have won.

**But, now I think the kids are famil-
iar with the new league, and they will
start winning those close games in the
fourth quarter. Last year was a very
good experience for us, and now we
know the league and its teams.”

Statistically, the Redhawks were a
balanced group last year, having

scored 139 points and allowed 135.
There are 18 players back from that
team on a squad of 45 varsity

members.

“We've got better team speed this
year, and I think we're quicker than
the past two years,” said Walker,
whose record during that span is 4-14.
“The strength is our defense, and the
weakness is our offensive line.”

Athens offense

A sprite back by the name of Bruce
Bentley emerged as one of the MSAA’s
better runners last year.

Bentley, a 53, 135-pound tailback,
rushed for a school record 910 yards
last year, including eight touchdowns.
His 171 yards in the annual city clash
against Troy also broke a school
single-game rushing mark.

But, even with a year's experience,
can Bentley be as effective this year.

1 know if 1 were going to defense
Athens 1 would stop number 21 (Bent-
ley’s number),” said Walker. “I won-
dered at the beginning of last season
whether he could take the punishment
because of his size. But, we found out
he’s put together very well.

“The only thing this year is that
we're going to have to move our
offense around a little, and not key
around Bentley,” he said.
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Stacey Cruce (61, 185) and Eric
Prentiss (57, 170} will alternate at the
fullback .position, and the possible
wingbacks are Jim Molnar and Gary
Spilman. Marty Ulrich (63, 190) is a
Strong candidate to start at tight end.

Senior Tim Payne, and juniors Doug

ings and John Wynne are all
contesting at quarterback. Cummings
and Wynne started on the junior var-
Sity last year, and Payne was a
backup to Jim McElreath, .

According to Walker. Payne handles
the ball best, Cummings is the best
nunner, and Wynne, who was the JV
Quarterback, isthe best passer.

The offensive line consists of tackles
Chip Moore (511, 171) and Greg Her-
bart (60, 170), guard Jeff Goedtel (5
11, 160) and center Tom Rutkowski (5-
11, 165). Both Herbart and Goedtel are
retuming players, while Rutkowski
was a spot starter last year.

Stewart Kowalski is another possible
offensive starter.

Atbens defense

The Redhawks shut out two oppo-
nents last year (Adams and Bishop
Foley), and returns seven of 11
starters to that unit.

The Redhawk tri-captains will head
the defensive squad. Scott Hartiand
will start at defensive end, and John
Kerr and Prentiss will play at
i ker.

The nose guard pasition will be up
for grabs between John Manfredy,
Cruce and Spilman. Kowalski will be
at an end spot. and Bob Chalifoux and

Mocre—a transfer from South-
field-Lathrup—will play tackle.

The secondary will consist of Payne,
Jerry Haggerty and Dave Brille.

(Spring begins th;

Canton Township’s Graham Snook won the men’s singles title in the
Michigan Open Tennis Championships at the Community Tennis Cen-
ter in Midland last weekend. Suook, also a Schoolcraft College tourna-
ment victor last year, defeated Beeyong Sison of the Philippines in
the finale, 64, 3.6, 7-6. The Canton resident took the top prize of $1,000
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Stingray team

‘The Michigan Stingray Swim Associ-
ation, which sponsors swimming and
diving competition at’ all age levels,
will hold team registratio and tryouts
Sept. 11-14 from 7-8:30 p.m. at Harri-
son High School’s pool, 29935 Twelve

mph. (Staff photo)

to hold tryouts

bers will be Sept. 11-12. Tryouts and
registration for new members will be
Sept. 13-14, and are open to any young-
sler interested in Amateur Athletic
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Why wait until spring when you can give your shade trees a
head start by planting them this year. Our Rushton Road
Tree Farm is now open for Saturday sales beginning Septem-
ber 9th. Come early for the best selection.

OFFICE & SALES YARD
8600 Napier Road

Northville, Michigan 48167

Monday - Saturday 8 am-5 pm
—_— 349-1111
—

Mile Road in Farmington Hills.

may be obtained by calling Frieda
Mandatory registration for old mem-

Rudel at 478-68%.
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DECK PACKAGE
$1959% :
A Presacrs:Treatad Lumber

INCLUDES WOLMANIZED SOUTHERN PINE ;OR ALL NECESSARY
BEAMS, JOISTS, FACIA, AND DECKING TOP, A 1010 KIT OF
ERECTO-PAT COMPONENTS, CEMENT, FOUR 30" GALVANIZED
PIPES, AND GALVANIZED NAILS.

part of our

Choice of many Colors.
Completely installed in —

INCORPORATE SOME OF YOUR IMAGINATIVE DETAILS INTO

ONE OF OUR DECK PACKAGES. ALL BENCHES, STEPS, AND RAIL—
INGS ARE OPTIONAL [

- WALLEDLAKE: MON- FRI 8-6, SAT 8-5 SUN 10-3
HOWELL: MON-FRi 8-6, SAT 8-5

% Cash and Carry
A '

?HAGGERTY

% LUMBER & SUPPLY co.

2055 HAGGERTY, WALLED LAKE. (313) 624-4551 OR 356-6165
227 M. BARNALY, HOWELL. (517) 546-9320

Tub area (up to 50 sq. f) v

32639
FORD ROAD §
' BLK. E. OF VENOY l
427.6620 g
FREE ESTIMATES
EXPERT

STORE YOUR five foot ladder nicely
behind u closet door. A coatrack hanger

installed near the top of the door will keep ‘he

Iadder in place. Also, add a strip of scrap

wood at the bottom for the ladder to rest HIGHIIE'I‘
on. Get extrn ‘spending money with an e

Observer & Eccentric Classified Ad.

Junior Dﬁv op e t Program.

COMPETITIVE PROGRAMS

U.S.P.A: PRO

Centaur Farms Racquet Club

5700 Drake Road
West Bloomfield, Mich.

Square Loke Rocquet Club
799 Denison Court
Bloomfield Hills, Mich.

32.9221

4
NEVER MORE THAN FDU& PLAYERS PER COURT
ALL LEVELS - ALL AGES 8-18 YRS.
ION CALL: JOHN TRUMP, DIRECTOR 332-9221

Franklin Racquet Club
29633 Fronklin Road
Southfield, Mich.
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