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Part of Judy Kershaw's ]ob is working with students at Leader
Dogs for the Blind. Here, she works with Dave Oberhart from lowa
and his dog, Otto. (Photos by Allen Schlossberg)

By SUSAN TAUBER

Alter training, raising. boarding and
showing dogs for 12 years, Judy Ker-
shaw is ready to settle down. As the
new trainer for' Leader Dogs for the
Blind School, she said she's found
whal she wants to do.

~After 12 years of playing games,
T'm ready to settle down to business,”
said Ms. Kershaw. “‘Being at Leader
Dogs is doing something constructive
with my life and also having fun.
‘There's a depth of experience, mean-
ing and purpese to what I'm doing.
‘This is my home. | know I've found
what 1 want to do.™

Though Ms. Kershaw, who lives in
Algonac near her family and with her
pet German shepherds. is the first
woman dog trainer at the school that
opened in 1939, she discounts this
aspedt.

“I'm not a woman's libber. I'm just
one of the fellas here. I'm a member
of a special team of four trainers in
my group and a bigger team of 17
trainers.”

However, just the fact that she was
hired is a compliment to her abilities
to do the job.

llarold Pocklington. director of
Leader Dogs for the Blind, said Ms.
Kershaw applied for a job as dog
trainer just as he and others were
thinking of hiring a female trainer.
Ms. Kershaw contacted the school
three years ago. informing Pock-
lington of her interest in joining the
staff. Since she was hired in December
1977. Pocklington said she’s become a
fixture.”

‘SHE'S A NATURAL, doing a fine
job. She can throw snow with the best
of them.” said the director.

The question of whether a woman

could handle the job physically was
something Ms.
answer.

“The people were wondering if 1
could handle large groups of dogs. I've
handled 18 to 20 dogs in exercise runs.
They wondered if 1 could pick up a
German shepherd and put in into the
tub for a bath. I own four shepherds.
My big boy. Ben, wexgis over 100
pounds. 1 can put him in the tub
mysell.” said the woman who dresses
for work in the same light blue jeans
and white shirt her cohorts wear.

~They were wondering if I could
take the physical stamina of working
the dogs each day. As a trainer, I ran
around the ring for hours.™

Ms. Kershaw is used to being part of
aman's world. She’s worked with dogs
over 15 years. her love affair with
them beginning after she bought her
first shenherd Puppy 14 years ago.

It was after attending her first dog
show that she knew she was hooked.
She moved from the Detroit area to
Pennsylvania. where she worked with
one of the top dog handlers, Betty
Irwin. After branching out on her own.
Ms. Kershaw showed and trained
dogs. ran dog shows. handled breeding
and boarding operations, worked with
veterinarians. and even done behavior
research with puppies.

THOUGH SHE'S worked with
almost every registered breed of dog.
the German shepherd remains her
favorite.

“I'm part shepherd
relate well to t|

Working mlh dll’ferenl breeds at
Leader Dogs for the Blind School pre-
sents no problem to Ms. Kershaw. She
realizes there are certain character-
istics to each breed.

She's also familiar with early ani-
mal behavior. particularly kindergar-

Kershaw had to

she said. 1

ten training. the area of her research
and country-wide lectures.

“In the first 16 weeks of a puppy's
life. his basic character is set. He
learns to answer to his own satisfac:
tion who is boss—man or him. His atti-
tude to leamning and experiences is
harder to alter after 16 weeks. This is
when he leams if it's fun to look for-
ward to leamning or not.

~In the first three months. you can
teach a dog a tremendous amount with
games. If learning is fun to him. then
even at § years of age he’ll still have a
good attitude for learning.” she
explained.

Since becoming a leader dog trainer.
Ms. Kershaw has also had to have a
good attitude for learning. Even with
her experience in handling animals.
she’s had to learn new things in han-
dling leader dogs and working wilh the
blind students.

Ms. Kershaw is an apprentice
trainer at the school. Her apprentice-
ship will continue for an indefinite
length since. she said. there is no
school one can go to to learn her job.
The ability comes from on-the-job
training.

SHE'S HAD to learn to give direc-
tions to blind students without using
her hands to point.

~That was hard to learn."" she said.
I learned not to point by silling on
my hands while giving directions.”

Leaming to “'read a dog through its
hamess. instead of its leash. was
another new technigue for her as was
teaching a dog to think instead of 1n
the person’s command as it does in
obedience training. Leader dogs are
trained to cross a street alter a com-
mand is given only after they think it
is safe. If it isn't a safe time to cross.
they know to resist the command.

Expeenced dog trainer finds a home

A sense of humor is a big asset for
being a good trainer. Ms. Kershaw
remembers one time working a dog in
the winter and falling down on the ice.
A persun stopped his car and offered
1 help her. thinking she was one of the
Students.

1 was too embarrassed to tell him !
was one of the trainers. ** she said.

Until the end of November. Ms. Ker-
shaw and the other trainers are work-
ing with a string of dogs. They work
three or four each morning during the
week. another set each aflernoon.

IT TAKES four months lo train a
leader dog. Each month represents a
different training stage. At the end of
the four months, the trainers with
three vears or less experience work
the dogs while blindfolded. M fact.
they spend an entire day blindfolded.
checking into the dorms in the morn-
ing. eating their meals without seeing
what they're eating.

It gives us a tremendous amount of
respect for the blind students. It takes
alot of work and courasge for them to
come here. Being blindfolded makes
us aware of the way they feel.™

When Ms. Kershaw isn't in the
greater Rochester area or in down-
town Birmingham with a leader dog.
she spends time with her parents.
brothers and sisters. Her hobbies
include playi g the piano (mostly
classical music™s. playing folk sonus
on the guitar. swimming. bowling.
camping. singing in a choir. target
shoating 1at nothing™1 and cooking.

Beginning in December., her time for
hobbies will be limited. She’ll be living
at Leader Dogs for the Blind School
with the next class of students for one
month,
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Howall Office
Located in
McPherson Community
Health Center
620 Byron Road
Howell, Michigan 48843
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Located in
The Freeway Medical Plaza
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FALL REGISTRATION

WHEN:

Begins September 5

WHERE:
Ten Mite Community School
32789 Ten Mile Rd.

HOURS:
Monday through Thursday
:00 P.M.

Adult Enrichment Classes
CETA Job Training

Free Adult High School }
Completion Classes

Free English for Foreign Speaking
8:30 AM

“Child Care Available Days”
7:00 P.M. —9 00 P.M.

FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
474-5233

SUNDAY September 10th
Noon - ° PM
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