BA(0)Ro£A)

‘Thursday, Seplember 7, 1978

By TIM RICHARD

The State Highway Commission has
a traffic analysis and is awaiting an
environmental analysis on what, if
%hmg. will be built in place of M-

“Hopefully. in our Sept. 27 meeting,
we can narrow the choices.” said
Peter Fletcher, chairman of the four-
rman highway commission.

Mhe commission is pondering four
options: The original freeway plan
through westem Oakland County; a
parkway plan with speeds of 45 m.p.h.
proposed by county Commissioner
Rabert  McConnell* (R-Farmington
Hills); improvement of existing roads.
proposed by Citizens in Opposition to
M-275: and the null altemative (doing
rnothing).

Fletcher said the decision isn't

The Federal Highway Administration,
the US. Interior Department and the
Environmental Protection Agency
have to approve a choice. It was a dev-
astating Interior Department analysis
which originally sunk the M-275 free-
way plan in 1977.

Fletcher admits being frustrated ate
the “very complicated” and *politi-
cally inadequate™ way the federal

aucracy moves.

The federal agencies will only
accept or reject a specific plan. Flet-
cher would like to lay down all four
options before each agency and get
some guidance about which way the
state should move.

~If they'd follow my approach.” he
said. “we could make a decision by
the end of the year.™

entirely the highway commission's. -

IF THE STAFF had its way, the
state would go ahead and build M-275
from the intersection of the 1-275 and I-
696 freeways on the Farmington Hills
western border through to 175 at
Davisburg.

Otherwise the staff finds far fewer
faults with McComnell’s plan than with
the Citizens in Opposition proposal,
That emerges clearly from a staff
report describing and analyzing the
altemnatives. The staff has several
good things to say about he McComell
plan and only bad things about the
Citizens in Opposition plan.

The chief differences are that
McConnell’s plan would tie into the
freeway intersections while the Oppo-
sition plan wouldn’t, and McConnell’s
plan calls for much new construction
which would add to the road capacity
of western Oakland County while the
q;;dx;si;inn plan would use existing
roa

McConnell’s plan would parallel
Haggerty north from the freeway
intersection, then pick up much of the
M-275 route north-northwest throuj
Oakland County to M-5. It would con-
tinue on a reduced roadway to White
Lake Road. It would be a sixlane
boulevard with an 8¢-foot landscaped
median, shoulders, continuous bicycle
path and landscaped berms. One rail-
road crossing would have a grade
separation.

‘The Opppsition plan would be in two
segments: The Haggerty-Union Lake-
Williams Lake chain of roads from
‘Twelve Mile north to M-59, and a six-
lane boulevard along existing Four-

M-275 study continues;
choices will be narrowed

teen Mile from Haggerty to North-
western Highway.

Estimated costs for the McComell
plan are $46 million to $49 million; of
the Opposition plan, $51 million to $58
‘million.

THE McCONNELL plan presented
some problems to the highway engi-
neers, bist it got generally good marks.

On the plus side, engineers said it
would provide direct access to the
massive intersectin of 1-275 and 1-6%6
on the border of Farmington Hills and
Novi.

Its limited access would aid its
capacity and safety.

“The almost continuous curvilinear
alignment_has been developed to pro-
vide angles of crossing at intersections
as near to 90 degrees as possible. This

will provide optimum sight distance at *

intersections and minimum exposure
to traffic crossing the boulevard,”
they wrote.

‘A maximum speed of 45 miles per
hour is the stated desire of the spon-
sors of this propesal, The frequent use
of five degree curves in the alignment
will tend to reduce speeds on the
facility.”

Another good point was that “inter-
ruptions to local traffic patterns will
be minimal both during and after con-
struction due to the fact that most of
the alignment will not follow existing
roads.”

Moreover, because the boulevard
would be separate from existing roads,
the capacities of such existing roads
as Haggerty, Union Lake and Williams
Lake would be-increased.
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All Garpet cleaners
~ are not alike.

- Don't find .
out the hard way,
have them cleaned
the Soft Hagopian way.

Water is softened with special-equipment in our trucks
Water is heated to proper temperature in our trucks
Power is supplied from our trucks )
Family formulated cleaning solutions are, used

Soil is removed from your carpet (and your home)

Now for a limited time at 25°/° QFF!

PS. Ask about 3M Scotchgard® protection for your carpet and
about our exceptional furniture cleaning.

PHONE 399-2323

14000 West 8 Mile Rd. (1 Mile East of Northiand)
OUR ONE AND ONLY LOCATION
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AUTOMATIC VENT DAMPER

GAS MISER prevents warm air from escaping
up your chimney by opening and closing aute-
malically. Why pay 1o heet the autdoors when
you can have this revelulionary new idea in
energy eonservation!
Call today and start
saving an  heating
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Disco begins with a
fashion show of the
latest styles from
many Twelve Oaks merchants. Then
you strut your stuff in our special group
participation.

FREE DISCO LESSONS

Learn the newest dance steps

A Fun Evening for All
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© 7:30 p.m.

Center Court
Twelve Oaks Mall
1-96 at Novi Road
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EXPERT CLEANING

SEPTEMBER 7-16
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*Erijfoy a 10% savings on eyeglasses during our Grand
. Offer Expires September 15
Ofter good only at Birmingham and Oak Park Offices.
) EYES EXAMINED

CONTACT LENS SPECIAL

Soft Contact Lenses $175 =

Contact-less ® Lenses $95
(Professional Fees not Included)

Visit our two newest offices:
(Formerly Thome Optical) . . .
Greenfield Road, North of
10 Mile OakPark
967-3944

Bloomfield Plaza, Telegraph
atMaple Birmingham

851-6121

Aso: -Detroit-
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Optometric
Centers

Or. Donald L. Goicen
Oplomatriat Dirsctor

29 Offices 1o serve you
For Information Call.

354-7100 -




