By TIM RICHARD
On paper, it looks like a court chal-
lenge to abolish the position of Oak-
land County executive and oust Daniel
T. Murphy. who presently holds the

Béyond the' legal pleadings, how-
ever, are far different philosophies of
what government should be like in an
urban county.

conservative Republican poli-
ticians and one bipartisan group, the
courty road commission, are asking
Cirquit Judge Steven Andrews (o elim.
inate Murphy’s job. Their request:

“That this court enter a declaratory
Jjudgment ordering that the office of
_Qakland County Executive is uncon-
stitutional and unlawful; order that
‘defendant Murphy is ousted from
office and commanding the defendant
Murphy to cease exercising any of the
functions of said office.”
< THE SUIT would do more, however,
than eliminate Murphy's office. It
.would change the thrust of govern-
_ment in Oakland County and southeast
« Michij

gan.
»+ If suceessful, it would allow Oakland
Xre. e
Kissinger
to'boost
.
Broomfield
... The topic is expected to be Israeli-
‘Egyptian relations. The speaker will
~be-former Secretary of State Henry
Kissinger.
L Kissinger. the Nobel Prize-winning
‘master of shuttle diplomacy for Presi-
+ndents Nixon and Ford, will speak at a
$50 a plate fundraiser kicking off Con-
. William Br S

reelection campaign. It will begin
»»Sept. 14 at noon at Southfield’s Raleigh
use,

to withdraw from the
Michigan Transportation Authority
and probably wreck the seven-county
agency; it woud halt the. efforts of
Murphy and his supporters to consoli-
date three . public works agencies
under one roof; and it could lead to
establisiment of a “bulk appropri-
ation" process in which a department
head would get one lump sum from the
county budget to spend as he pleases.
The plaintiffs are Commissioner
Henry W. Hoot (R-Bloomfield Town-
ship); Drain Commissioner George W,
Kuhn; Prosecutor L. Brooks Patter-
son; and a 2-1 majority of the road
commission, an appointed body which
functions relatively independently of
county government.
nggrrgnal pol 'ECS are involved, too.
Murphy and some m;qderate
date in

analysis

Withdrawing a county of one million
population from an agency which
serves about three million would effec-
tively wreck SEMTA. Any rapid tran-
sit funding from Washington for met-
ropolitan Detroit would likely fall

Hool indicated his feelings about

regionalism when he was a fill-in dele- -

gale to the Southeast Michigan Council
of Governments. He voted with a hard-
core minority from Washtenaw County
to give SEMCOG virtually no role in
water quality management.

* Murphy, on the other hand, has
taken a iliatory attitude toward

ot up a I
against Hoot in the Aug. 8 primary.
Kuhn was a state senator until he was
defeated in the 1970 GOP primary by
Carl Pursell, who was to be chief spon-
sor of the county executive law. Pat-
terson is generally outside the mainst-
ream of Republican politics and took a
41 drubbing from US. Sen. Robert
Griffin in the Aug. 8 primary after
other candidates dropped out.

- WHAT THE FOUR are arguing is
that the 193 Michigan constitution
contemplates only two forms of county
government.

One is the traditional form of a host
of independent officials. The other is
charter form, with an elected charter
commission drafting changes.

‘They argue that Pursell’s 1973 bill is
flawed because it allowed voters to
create the county executive directly,
without going through the channels of
acharter commission.

Murphy’s attorneys haven't filed a
response yet. But when they do, they
are likely to rely on the final section of
the local government article in the
constitution which tells courts to give
a liberal—or broad— construction to

Bre the ranking i
on the House Committee on Inter-
national Relations, is seeking reelec-
tion in the 19th Congressional District,
which includes Birmingham,

Statutes the powers of local
governments.

HOOT'S COMPLAINT is that Mur-
phy vetoed a board of commissioners

Hills, Town-

ship, West Bloomfield and the Lakes
area.
* According to George Halter, chair-
man of the fundraiser, tickets are
going fast. Remaining tickets may be
reserved at Oakland County's Republi-
can Headquarters at 245 S. Woodward
in Birmingham.

withdrawing Oakiand
County from SEMTA. The vote was 18-
S

Actually, Oakland politicians were
wsing the withdrawal as a plot to draw
SEMTA's attention to their problems.
Few were serious about actually quitt-
ing SEMTA. Hoot was in the latter
group.
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the City of Detroit and a willingness to
deal with SEMTA.

THREE DIFFERENT agencies
tave some public works authority
within Oakland—the drain commis-
sioner, under " the independently
elected Kuhn; the department of pub-
lic works, under Murphy; and the road
commission, whose members are
appointed by the county board of com-
missioners, but whose funding is
almost entirely from the state,

In 1976 a Democratic-controlled
board of commissioners voted to take
the DPW away from the executive and
give it to Kuhn, who would become a
public works commissioner. Murphy
vetoed the resolution. -

Murphy also vetoed establishment of
four project engineer manager pests in
Kuhn's office.

The road has sou;

‘Move to oust Murphy political,

eds in retum for the general fund
mone;

.
Murphy put a halt to it. He argued
H}e county can't predict what financial
dreumnstances might face the county
ﬂy: yf?rsdimx'n now.
iend of Murphy's pointed out
UI:‘il the road commission’s complaint
failed to charge Murphy with any
wrongdoing. Rather, it asks the court
to restrain Murphy from vetoing any
future actions of the board of commis-
sioners relating to the road
commission.
WHAT 1S UNSAID in the suit is that
1 ly is seeking state laws to abol-
ish the road commission,
‘The plan of the *“‘umified county gov-
emment” people, one of whom is Mur-

policy-making
under the elected board of
commissioners.

But if there were no county execu-
tive, as. the lawsuit plaintiffs seek,
there would be a separate public
works commissioner and a Sseparate
road commission, each free to lobby
and deal with the board of commis.
sioners without interference from an
overall chief like Murphy.

PATTERSON'S argument is a little
Gifferent.

depart-
ment, under Murphy's control, the
executive blocked the changes as
being out of line with general county
policies.

Patterson is asking the court to
order Murphy to approve the list of

money from the county general fund,
It approached—with some success—
several commissioners with a plan for
a fiveyear package. The road com-
mission offered to work with the board
of commissioners on selection of proj-

A Murphy aide refers to Patterson's
budgeting idea as the “block appropri-
ation™ theory, Put simply, a depart-
ment seeks a single sum of money and
asks freedom to allocate it any way he
wants,
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philosophical

Oakland's circuit judges, for
example, have asked for such a block
appropriation, but the board and Mur-
phy have refused to go along.

A Murphy aide said another result of
the suit, if successful, would be poorer
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DRAPERY CLEANERS

533-0665

REND):

control of county spending and less
than wniform policies. “Outside the
county executive,” he said, *“depart-
ment heads would be able to lobby the
board to do their bidding. With an
executive, they have to lobby in two
places.”
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ARRANTY ive foot ladder nicely
1 YEAR WARRAN behind a closet door. A coatrack hanger
GENIE”® Sates & installed near the top of the.door will keep
- Service ladder in place. Also, add a strip of serap

PONTIAC
335-9079

- ‘Pre-Season

wood at the bottom for the ladder to rest
on. Get extra spending money with an
Observer & Eccentric Classified Ad,
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Special
6" blown fiberglas
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—— 478-6046 e 227-4839
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per 1000 sq. ft. ceiling

We can help. We'll give you a free copy
of the Mayflower Moving Kit. It's as com-
plete a guidebook as you'll find on the
subject.

Did you know moving is tax-
deductible? Know how to inventory your
household goods? Never mind. The
Moving Kit includes all that and more.
Even change-of-address cards.

Let us help you before moving day.
For your Kit, just call your nearest
Mayflower agent. :

In Detroit call 564-5210. In Livonia
call 522-9270. In Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti
call 459-1990. :

| wer A
Mayflower Y

means 1

-1l OnJjoannaStyle-Rite Stock Shutters

* From September 44th through 30ih,
save 20% in honor of the 20th
anniversary of our Kaywood
Company, division of Joanna Western,

* These shutters are populor with the
growing “do-it-yourself’ market.

* Available in timmable lengths and
widths to fit almost any window.

* Movable orfixed louvers offer ability to
control light, create moods.

¢ There’s olso Fabric Frame, o
combination of shutter convenlence
and total-look custom decorating.

* Sanded Westem pine surface is ready -
to finish with any paint or staln,
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First of an annual Limited Edition®
Collector's Series of very special
handpainted, artist signad, &
glass orlginals. Each plece is
M\datod on the back side, gilt baxed
and
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