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Four' recent and past New York
hits— three musicals and one com-
edy~have been packaged together for
the 1978-79 Best of Broadway series at
the University of Michigan.

The Professional Theatre Program
(PTP) series has been on sale since
March and has already sold a record
2,700 subscriptions.

The Best of Broadway series in the
Power Center for the Performing Arts

f

Best o

opens Oct. 6-8 with a new lavish pro-
duction of the Rodgers and Ham-
merstein musical classic ““The Sound
of Music.”

'The heartwarming story of the von
“Trapp family will feature stage and
film star Sally Ann Howes in the role
of Maria. Miss Howes, who has star-
red both in Britain and the US.,
appeared on Broadway in the lead role
as ‘““My Fair Lady.” She is perhaps

best known in mismné(!ryvfor her ksup
ing role opposite Dick Van Dyke in
wﬁlm “‘Chitty, Chitty Bang Bang.”
SECOND IN the Best of Broadway
series is Neil Simon’s *hit comedy
“California Suite,” which will be pre-
sented Nov. 3-5. The story concerns
different people ing suites at
the Beverly Hills Hotel at different
times for different purposes.
Hermione Gingold, star of stage,

screen and television, will be featured
in the hit musical entertainment “Side
by Side by Sondheim,” Feb. 24. The
inimitable Miss Gingold starred in the
nussical presentation of works by song-
writer/lyricist Stephen Sondheim both
on Broadway and in Los Angeles.

The final series production will be
Vinnette Carroll's celebration in song
“Your Arms Too Short to Box with
God," opening April 2022, Miss Car-

roll personally supervised in Ann
Arbor in April 1975 the hit touring pro-
duction of “Don’t Bother Me 1 Can’t

“Your Arms Too Short to Box with
God¥ is a gospel show, which accord-
ing to one New York critic, *‘rocks the
theater with a celebration of the
human voice, the heart and the
spirit.”

All four of the Best of Broadway

Broadway packages musicals, comedy

shaws will be presented for four per-
formances each in the Power Center:
Friday at 8 p.m., Saturday at 8 p.m.
and Sunday at 2 and 8 p.m.

‘The PTP Ticket Office is located in
the Michigan League and is open Mon-
day-Friday: 10 am-1 pm. and 25
p.m. Call 764-0450 for ticket informa-
tion and 763-5213 for' brochures and
general information.

Theatre
offering
7 shows

The University of Detroit Theatre,
two-time winner of the American Col-
lege Theater Festival, has scheduled
its 197879 season of plays to be pre-
sented 1t its two performance centers.

The eighth seasmn features seven
productions. Of these, the first six will:
be staged at The Theatre, located at
Marygrove College, 8425 W. MeNichols
at Wyoming, Detroit.

‘The season opens Sept. 29 with Rob-
ert Lowell’s “Benito Cereno,” a melo-
drama about the problems that arise
when a troubled Spanish slave ship

to an American naval vessel
for assistance. (Dates:. Sept. 29, 30,
Oct. 1,6,7, 8, 13, 14and 15.)

“The Caucasion Chalk Circle” by
Bertolt Brecht weaves a stimulating
tale of humanism and social comment
and provides an exciting example of
Brecht’s use of music and myth.
(Dates: Nov. 3,4, 5, 10, i1, 12, 17, 18
and 19.)

Molieré’s “The Imaginary Invalig™
is a classic farce in which a hypochon-
driac deduces that if he marries his
daughter to a doctor he will receive
free medical care. (Dates: Dec. 7, 8,9,
10,14, 15, 16 and 17.)
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“MOONCHILDREN” by Michael
Weller is a comedy about five college
men ‘and their co-habitants, none of
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Set in a bawdy Irish bar, Brendan
Behan’s “The Hostage" probes and
comments on Anglo-Irish relations and
the Irish themselves. (Dates: March 9,
10,11, 16,17, 18, 3, 4 and 25.)  ~

“The Fantasticks” by Tom Jones
and Harvey Schmidt is New York's
longest-running musical—a celebra-
tion of love and- innocence that lives up
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